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THE EARLIEST reference to Union Chapel, as a place 

name, is in a deed that was recorded in 1858. In the 

deed James Oxendine conveyed 136 acres of land 

to Rebecca Jane Lowrie. The 136 acres included four 

acres reserved, and not conveyed, located around 

Union Chapel, and reserved for the benefit of Union 

Chapel. The remaining 132 acres would be the 

subject of court battles (for several years) involving 

descendents of John and Patty Brooks, and 

descendents of Rebecca Jane Lowrie. In the end it was 

proven that the Brooks family was the legal heirs.      

On April 30, 1860, Jesse Oxendine conveyed              

to James Oxendine, Hugh Oxendine, and Robert 

Chavis, Trustees of Union Chapel Church, a Religious 

Society, land located on the southwest side of Burnt 

Swamp containing four acres, and for the benefit of 

Union Chapel Church. The deed was signed by Jesse 

Oxendine, and witnessed by Solomon Oxendine, 

and Elias Woodell. This deed was not recorded until 

1914. It was Alva Oxendine, son of Jesse Oxendine, 

who verified that he had known the signer, and the 

witnesses to the deed. Perhaps the deed had been 

passed down for safekeeping, or it could have been 

lost, and then found, after all those years. 

In 1865, the Methodist churches in Robeson 

County were affiliated with the Methodist Episcopal 

Church South. After the Civil War ended, the M.E. 

Church began sending preachers into the southern 

states. Union Chapel left the M.E. South and joined 

the M.E. North. It has been said that this happened 

because of Republican influence. Those leaving the 

M.E. Church South were called radical, because they 

54 

 



U n i o n   C h a p e l   H o l i n e s s   M e t h o d i s t   C h u r c h  

dared to go against the majority (White Democrats 

who were in control). 

The earliest list of church members of Union 

Chapel has been preserved by the United Methodist 

Church. Dating back to the 1870's, the lists contain 

seventy members in one, and sixty-four members in 

the other. The 1873 list, with seventy members, has 

written in the margin a statement, which reads: 

"This society worshipped in a house belonging to 

the congregation, and not to the M.E. Church, and 

went out to M.E. Zion Church, stayed a short time, 

returned, and stayed a short time, and left and joined 

the M.E. Church." 

The splits in the Methodist Churches, after the 

Civil War, caused problems to drag on for years. The 

Croatan Normal School for Indians was established 

in 1887. The effects of the church splits were still 

being felt. Without any doubt, Union Chapel was 

actively involved with the strife at the Croatan Normal 

School. Without any doubt, Union Chapel Church 

was one of those churches that were burned down, 

which was mentioned in a letter written in 1889 by 

Hamilton McMillian to the State Superintendent of 

Public Instruction. 

After the Normal School was established, other 

Croatan Indian Normal Schools were built all around 

Robeson County to serve Indian communities. It has 

been said that some Indians felt that the Croatan 

 

Birthday Celebration for Alva Oxendine. Union Chapel, ca. 1900. 

Seated: James T. Lowry, Versilla Lowry, Lester Lowry, Elizabeth O. Lowry, Alva Oxendine, Nickolas Locklear, Mary Francis 

Locklear, Martha O. Sanderson, Big Arch Locklear, Dougald Cummings, Daniel W. Oxendine, Nickolas (or Bruce) Oxendine, 

and Johnnie Oxendine. Standing: Wesley (or Steve) Lowry, Wiley Lowry, Harriet C O. Hunt, Pink O. Spaulding, Else 

Oxendine, Calvin Lowry, John W. Sanderson, John T. Sanderson, Atlas Oxendine, Dick Locklear, and Richard Locklear. 
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Normal School should have been built at Union 

Chapel. 

It was in 1874, without the aid of the Freedman's 

Bureau, or the Homestead Act, that Trustees of Union 

Chapel conveyed seven twelfths of an acre to the 

school committee of Union Chapel. The deed was 

signed by Randal Locklear, Hugh Oxendine, and 

Solomon Oxendine. 

The Wilmington Star carried a story about what 

was going on in Robeson County in 1872 . It told 

of Stephen Lowrey being seen at a justice's court at 

Union Chapel Church, in Burnt Swamp Township, 

on November 2, 1872. Stephen Lowrey, son of Allen 

and Mary Lowery, married Elizabeth Oxendine, the 

daughter of Jesse and Catherine Oxendine. 

Indian leaders, who met in 1900 to form an 

All-Indian conference, met at Union Chapel 

Church. Union Chapel Church was destroyed by fire 

ca. 1901-03. A church split could have occurred at 

that time. A clear deed to the property had not been 

recorded yet. Remember that the 1860 deed was not 

recorded until 1914. Anyway, by the 1904 Annual 

Conference Session, a reference was made 

concerning Union Grove (Conference journals are 

missing for years, 1900-1903). Rev. Israel Locklear 

repotted that, "It is a new church, in fair way of 

building. The prospect is a beautiful yield in the 

future"" That same year, Rev. H.H. Lowry gave his 

report as Conference Missionary. In his report he 

states that, "Our work at Union Grove has been 

delayed on account of the sawmills in the vicinity 

being still." They are running now, and we have 

succeeded in getting most of the timbers to the place, 

and the church is in building and will be a good 

house for divine worship." 
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By 1905, the Annual Conference Session was 

held at Union Grove, which was formed in part by 

members from Union Chapel. The church remained 

at the Union Grove location for about twenty years. 

Incidents occurred, which spurred the people into 

action to relocate back to the original site. As the 

chronological list of business sessions held since 

the Conference was formed in 1900 shows, Union 

Chapel, named as the host church, does not reappear 

again until 1925. 

Doctor Fuller Lowry was once a part of the 

Holiness Methodist Conference, but he returned 

to the Methodist Episcopal. He wrote a letter that 

was published in The Robesonian newspaper in 

Lumberton, N.C. The letter is a thorough explanation 

of what was going on at Union Chapel in the 

twenties. On page three, and dated January 2, 

1922, the letter says: 

" To the Editor of The Robesonian: 

"Some Indians misunderstood things referring 

to the church affair at Union Chapel, near Buies. 

Several Indians have asked me why I was trying to 

take the property away from the Indian people and 

give it to the whites. The writer considers this a very 

foolish question from several standpoints; first the 

fight is not at all by any means between the Indians 

and whites, but between the Indians and Indians. 

Do you see me now? Here's the situation: There are 

two branches of METHODIST among the Indians of 

Robeson County; the Methodist Episcopal and the 

Holiness Methodist. 

Both the Methodist Episcopal Indians, and 

Holiness Methodist Indians claim the right to build on 

the same property. Of course, there are good, and 

honorable men on both sides, good men sometimes 



 

differ widely. Abraham and Lot differed, so did Paul 

and Barnabus. 

In 1860, a church deed was made to a set of 

trustees of union Chapel Church, a Religious Society, 

and their successors in office. The Indians, who are 

Methodist Episcopal, interpret the phrase "A Religious 

Society", to mean the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

since that term was used through the 17th century, 

when Methodism was first established in America, 

first in New York in 1776 by Philip Emburg, and now 

it is John Street Church. If you will read the history of 

Methodism, you'll find that they organized "religious 

societies", and then built the church for worship. 

At the time the church, Union Chapel, was built, 

and the deed was fixed, there existed only one 

denomination among the Indians of Robeson County; 

namely, the Methodist Episcopal Church, hence, the 

original claim, the oldest rite. However, in 1900 an 

organization was effected among the Indians of 

Robeson known as the Lumber River Mission Holiness 

Methodist Church, and a very large percent of the 

membership of Union Chapel joined the new, and 

promising, organization, and finally built a new  

church, now known as Union Grove, nearly a             

mile away. Recently, a model school building has  

been erected at the old site, hence, making it an 

exceptional location for a model church building, so 

that not only the Methodist on both sides desire to  

build on the said property; but the Baptist also     

desired to build thereon. 

The writer was the first principal of the graded 

school, Laurel Institute, and the trustees of the school 

told me they would like to see a Methodist Episcopal 

Church on the grounds to compete with the school 

building. Of course, the writer, being a member of 

the Methodist Episcopal Church, the church of our 

forefathers, told other preachers, and officials, until 

finally arrangements were underway for a building. 

Naturally everyone thinks the church at the school 

will be "The Church" for the community, so far as 

Methodists are concerned. So both the M.E. Indians 

and the Lumber River Indians are desiring to build 

on this exceptional location, and the writer is not 

surprised at all. 

Since both sides are trying to hold the property, 

there were two ways to settle it. One was to have     

a called meeting and consolidate, or let the court 

decide, according to the deed, which side is due the 

property. However, the writer wants it thoroughly 

understood that the court is not to change the title, but 

to say who owns it. It positively not, by any means, 

to take property from the Indians and give it to the 

white people. If I could, I would not take property 

from any race, sect, or color, and give it to others. 

All the M.E. Indian churches of Robeson County 

are owned as fully by the Indians as any of the 

Indians of the Holiness Methodist churches. I'm sorry 

some Indians have been badly misled regarding the 

property. Every Indian church in Robeson among the 

Methodist Episcopal is deeded to a local board of 

Indian trustees, and their successors in office. The  

only difference between the property of the churches 

of the Blue-Ridge Conference, and the Lumber River 

Conference, is the fact that the church property of the 

Lumbee Conference is deeded to a local board, and 

an annual conference board, two different boards, 

which! of course is alright. The Indian churches of the 

Blue-Ridge Atlantic Conference are only deeded to a 

local board of Indian trustees, only one board. 

Things that are equal to the same thing are equal 

to each other. If the court decides for the Lumbee 

Indians, it will remain Indians properly, and the writer 

will ask, and gladly receive any donation the Lumbee 

folks may give. 
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Finally, let the court decide as it may, the property 

belongs to Indians, therefore, lets pray more and be 

friends, not withstanding. The writer has not, so far, 

signed any papers concerning this affair. I refused to 

sign the affidavit from the fact that I was preaching 

outside the county, and therefore was not connected 

to the Pembroke Community Center. However, at the 

last annual session, I was appointed to the Pembroke 

Community Center, and Union Chapel is one of the 

appointments within the bounds of the community 

center, and Rev. P.M. Locklear, one of the leading 

preachers from the Lumbee Conference, who came 

back to the M.E. Church, at last conference, is         

the pastor. 

This Pembroke Community Center is looking to a 

district set off by the Blue-Ridge Atlantic Conference. 

Pray for us, 

Dr. F. Lowry, Director" 

Indeed, the courts did decide who had legal rights to 

the property because in: 

Minute Docket #24, page 351 

In the Superior Court, September Term, 1922 

North Carolina, Robeson County 

D.F. Lowry, W.L. Moore, W.R. Woodell, Trustees of 

Union Chapel Methodist Episcopal Church, Plaintiffs 

vs. Judgment 

Paisley Locklear, George F. Spaulding, and Ducker 

Jones, Trustees of Union Chapel Church a Religious 

Society, Defendants 

The defendants won with recover from plaintiff's cost 

of action to be taxed by the Clerk. 

The decision of the Superior Court, once and   

for all, settled the controversial questions concerning 

Union Chapel. Questions, which had caused strife 

among the people for many years, were causing 

splits in the community. The court case gave church 

leaders inspiration to further confirm their legal rights, 

because by November 24, 1922, a deed was made 

by, Paisley Locklear, George F. Spaulding, and 

Duckery Jones, Trustees of Union Chapel Church,      

a Religious Congregation to: 

Z.R. Jacobs, C.C. Lowry, and J.R. Lowry, 

Trustees of Lumbee Conference of the Holiness 

Methodist Church, A Religious Society, or association, 

etc. A certain tract of land in Burnt Swamp, etc., 

containing four acres, more or less, and being the 

same land conveyed by Jesse Oxendine to James 

Oxendine, Trustees of Union Chapel Church by deed 

dated April 30, 1860, etc., in trust for the use, and 

benefit of the ministry, and membership of the 

Holiness Methodist Church. 

Rev. D.F. Lowry's brothers were Revs. H.H., C.C., 

and Edmond Lowry. His sister Nancy, and her 

husband, Luther Revels, were members at Union 

Chapel Church. Nancy Lowry Revels, 1878-1981, 

lived to be over one hundred years old. 

Orlin H. Lowry, 1868-1939, a member of Union 

Chapel, was chosen as the first secretary of the 

Holiness Methodist Conference in 1900. He was the 

son of Thomas and Francis Lowry. Orlin was first 

cousin to all of the above Lowry’s. 

Other than Rev. D.F. Lowry having connections 

at Union Chapel, Rev. W.L. Moore also had 

connections. He was married to Mary Catherine 

(Tudy) Oxendine, the daughter of Hugh and Eliza 

Oxendine. Rev. Moore's grave is at Old Prospect 
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Duckery Jones   1884-1941, and Della F. Jones 

1884-1951 

Paisley Locklear 1866-1948 

 

George F. Spaulding, 1857-1926, Vance Spaulding, 

1977-,  Arthur Spaulding, 1882-1937 

59 

 



U n i o n  C h a p e I  H o l i n e s s  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

 

Union Chapel Church, circa 1924. 

Church Cemetary, a United Methodist Church, as the 

Methodist Episcopal churches are called today. Rev. 

Moore's wife, Mary Catherine, and daughter, Carrie 

are buried at Oxendine Cemetery Inc. in the Union 

Chapel community. The Inscription on his wife's 

headstone reads, "She was the first Cherokee Indian 

Lady School Teacher in Robeson County." 

Underneath the bricks of Union Chapel is a 

wooden structure. The Cornerstone was laid in 1924. 

This was the church that was photographed before 

the wings on the back of the church were added.    

See Union Chapel Church, 1924. At the close of the 

1924 Conference Annual Session, Rev. C.C. Lowry 

reported that $335.00 was paid to Union Chapel       

out of the Conference Treasury. By the 1936 Annual 

Session, the Conference agreed for the annual 

collection to be given to Union Chapel to help pay 

the expense of covering the church. 

The wings on the back of Union Chapel Church 

might have been added in 1947 because the Sunday 

School register for that year shows there was a lot of 

money being paid out for materials, and work labor, 

on the church. 

Conflicts developed at Union Chapel in the late 

fifties, and there was a split. There was a court case 

involving the trustees of the conference board, as 

plaintiffs versus persons in the church who wished to 

gain control. The conflicts resulted in a new church 

being built a short distance away, which is in the 

Baptist denomination. The situation would take many 

years for healing among the families, but it did come. 

Another split occurred in the mid-eighties, which 

resulted in a non-denominational church being built. 

A positive result of the eighties split was that some 

worshippers from the split that occurred in the fifties 

were reunited with family and friends from both 

congregations, and once again worshipped together. 

So, both negative, and positive results, can come 

from church splits. 

The old wooden church at Union Chapel was 

covered by bricks in the 1960's. Extensive remodeling 

was also done on the interior of the church.  

Additional construction has been done over the years 

always improving on the beauty of the church. Union 

Chapel has held fast to what our ancestors said in 

1908 about allowing no buying, or selling at, or    

near, our churches, because Union Chapel pays for 

church improvements by pledges, and not plate sales. 

It can be truthfully said that Union Chapel is the 

Mother Church of several churches that are located 

in the Union Chapel community. In spite of all the 
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Our church family 
 

Seated: Muncie Maynor, Martha Chavis, Margaret Jones, Eva Jones, Anna Hardin, and Nancy 

Oxendine. Standing: Lockey Oxendine, Willie Scott, Sr., John D. Jones, Fuller Locklear, Julian 

Ransom. 

 

Jackson and Babe Locklear 
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Bracey Locklear Ruby Locklear 

  

 

Brian Locklear Margaret Jones and Angus Archie Maynor 
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Anderson and Doshia Jacobs Eva Jones 

  

 

Barnie and Stella Locklear Gene Autry Locklear and Evelyn Locklear 
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Winne Locklear and Winne Lee Revels Hayes and Phodie Locklear 

  

 

Dorothy L Clark Rolla Lee Scott 
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Lille Locklear, Thurman Locklear and Fuller Locklear 

 

Lockey and Nancy Oxendine and Lawrence and Muncie Maynor 
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Mrs. Nancy Revels Miss Bertha Lowry 

 

Belton and Novella Jones, 2002 
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Randy and Mary Oxendine; and son Lunnie and Matilda Locklear and child 

splits that have occurred, Union Chapel still thrives 

as a church. 

Union Chapel Church is located about four miles 

northeast of Pembroke, N.C., and at the intersection 

of Union Chapel Road, RPR- 1515, and Evergreen 

Church Road, RPR--513. It is about eleven miles west 

of Lumberton, N.C. Union Chapel Elementary School 

is still located across the road from the church. The 

old school building has been torn down and a new 

school has been built on the site. 

 

Minnie Woodell 
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Tim Locklear, Tim P. Locklear, Roy Oxendine, James H. Oxendine, Jimmy Goins, James Darren Oxendine, and Rev. Jerry Scott 

Officers and Teachers 

 

1st Row - James H. Oxendine, Cynthia Locklear, Bonnie Scott, Barbara Demery, Willie Ann Locklear. 2nd Row - Oneida 

Cummings, Jimmy Goins, Willie Ree Chavis, Faye Maynor, Grady Harris. 3rd Row - James Locklear, Tim P. Locklear, 

Kelly Cummings, Anthony Chavis, Earl Maynor. 4th Row- (standing) Dufrenna Locklear, Mertis Oxendine, Bonnie Locklear, 

Lottie Locklear, Arlene Locklear, Diane Goins 
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Choir Members 

 

1st Row - Lottie Locklear, Annie Ruth Locklear, Faye Maynor, Bonnie Scott, Genivere Locklear. 2nd Row - Katie Ratford, 

Mertis Oxendine, Bonnie Locklear, Oneida Cummings, Diane Goins. 3rd Row - James H. Oxendine, James Locklear, 

Rudolph Freeman, Roy Oxendine. Standing- Jimmy Goins, Rev. Jerry Scott, and Earl Maynor 

Quartet Singers 

 
Chris Croom, Bonnie Locklear, Rudolph Freeman, and Genivere Locklear 
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Lay leader and Assistant Lay leaders 

 

Karen Maynor, Jackie Deese, Willie Ann Locklear, Diane Goins, and Cynthia Locklear 

Our Newest Members 

 

Frank Daughtry, Tiffany F. Scott and Bronnie Scott 
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Appendix 

Excerpt from a Methodist Circuit Register for Robeson Circuit, 1870-1877 

Union Chapel 

Pg. 63-December5, 1873 
 

Ismael Chavis- C.L Henry T. Oxendine Willsby Locklear 

Aggy J. Brayboy Margaret A. Oxendine Nancy Lowrie 

Isaac Brayboy- St. Edward Locklear Manerva Locklear 

Sallie Ann Locklear Margaret Wilkins Nancy C. Cummings 

James A. Lowrie Effie A. Maynor Mary Oxendine 

Transferred to Bee Branch Appie Locklear Artimus Cummings 

Ann Locklear Rebecca Manuel James Brayboy 

Jesse P. Oxendine- St. Edie Locklear Angus Locklear 

Winnie Lowrie-Bee Branch Emily Locklear James Locklear 

Solomon Oxendine A.C. Oxendine Melinda Locklear 

Flora Lowrie Lena Chavis Henry Oxendine 

Cornelius Locklear Sallie J. Oxendine Mary Locklear 

Catherine Locklear Eliza Oxendine Margaret Oxendine 

Wm Locklear Mary Locklear Elizabeth Brayboy 

Catherine Oxendine Lucy Oxendine  

Angus Maynor Elizabeth Brooks  

Patsy Oxendine Martha Oxendine  

Benj Lowrie Harriet Locklear  

Ruth Locklear Elizabeth Jacobs  

Evander Lowrie-Bee Branch Charity Locklear  

Francis Brayboy Elizabeth Revels  

Richard Locklear Rolin Brooks  

Amanda Sampson Elizabeth Locklear  

Hugh McKay James Jones  

Catherine Johnson Samuel Locklear  

Silas Oxendine Susan Locklear  

Jane McKay Aaron Revels-C.L  

Dodridge Locklear Mary Sampson  

Margaret A. Lowrie-Bee Silas Locklear  

Branch Winnie Locklear  
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