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To the memory of our ancestors, whose perseverance inspired this book

Foreword
It's with great pride, and humility, that we present the history of the Lumber River
Conference of the Holiness Methodist Church. This book is the result of much
prayer, and travail. It is a work of love, which tells the history about the first Native
American church conference that was formed in Robeson County, N.C. in 1900.

We have nine churches in our conference, and all are located in Robeson County,
with the exception of one that is located in Hoke County, an adjoining county.

Plans for this book were underway in 2000, when we celebrated our 100th year as
a conference. It is our sincere desire that this book will inform, and inspire the reader.
In going back, and coming forward with our history, we have learned more about our
Spiritual heritage. We are inspired to go forward and strive for higher heights and deeper
depths in our spiritual walk.

May God bless all of you,
Bishop Willie Scott, Jr.
August 2001
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Introduction

The heroic element of our people will make the history of this, our Conference, read like a romance
because this, the Lumber River Mission Conference, was organized amid the agonies of fervent prayer;
is the result of toil, sacrifice, and tears. It is the monument of patience, hope, courage, and the living
result of the venture of faith amid dark and forbidding environments.

May it stand as a citadel of truth wherever its influence goes.

H.H. Lowry
Conference Missionary report made at New Jerusalem Church
November 5, 1904
5

Conference

NEW

PROSPECT CHURCH,

Bar

2001

Standing left to right:
1st Row: Janice Bryant, Diane Goins, Oscar Henderson, Patrick Cummings, Willie Scott, Jr., Alonzo Oxendine
Mary Roberts, Kathy Oxendine, Barbara Lowry, Donald Bullard
2nd Row: Hilton Deese, Belton Locklear, Doug Henderson, Robin Hammonds, Johnny Locklear, Jimmy Locklear
Elton B. Hunt, Raefield Locklear, Alec Strickland, Lee A. Maynor, Neil Locklear
3rd Row: Anthony Chavis, James H. Woods, Jerry Scott, Larry D. Freeman, Bryan K. Oxendine, Willie Jacobs, Jr.,
Wayland Anderson
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The Conference
The Human Contribution of the Lumber River Holiness Methodist Church: Past and Present

My Conference - James H. Woods, B.S., B.D., M. Divinity
Ecclesiastes 44:1-15 (The New English Bible)
"We read of the heroes of Israel's past, in the same realm of thought, we speak of the heroes or heroines of the
Lumber River Conference.

Origin of the Holiness Methodist Church
"IN 1729, two young men in England, reading the

may the Holiness Methodist Church in her organic

Bible, saw that they could not be saved without Holiness,

form and scriptural power, be successfully planted

followed after it, and incited others to do so. In 1737,

in the different countries. May she prosper and

they saw, likewise, that men are justified before they are

flourish in the evangelizing all true reforms and in

sanctified; but still Holiness was their object. God then

the promotion of Holiness among all branches of

thrust them out to raise a holy people."

the one Church of Christ. (Discipline of the Holiness

This was the first rise of Methodism, as given in

Methodist Church, Revised 1938, Pages 1-2)

the words of its founders, John and Charles Wesley,

Now we turn to a Historical Statement and

of Oxford University, and Presbyters of t he Church

Organization of the Lumber River Annual Conference,

of England.

as it relates to the above work of John and Charles

The Doctrine of Holiness has existed at different

Wesley.

times in all branches of the Church of Christ among

A meeting was held at Union Chapel on October

men. The Holy Scriptures teaches that without holiness

26, 1900 for the purpose of organizing a conference

no man shall see the Lord, (may we follow after

for the Indian Descent. After reading a part of the

it and persuade others to do so. Men are justified

scripture, prayer was by Bro. John H. Sampson.

before they are sanctified; still holiness is their object.)

On motion, Bro. John. H. Sampson was elected

May the Lord thrust us out to raise a holy people, a

Chairman, Bro. Orlin Lowrie was elected as

people who believe in holiness to the Lord. May the

Secretary, and Bro. Willie D. Maynor was elected

Pentecostal spirit abide with us.

as Asst. Secretary.

Beloved, we are glad to have the privilege of

On motion, this work shall be known as the

recommending to you the Holiness Methodist Church,

Lumber River Mission. On motion, this organization

which we believe, is agreeable to the word of God,

shall constitute, or be known as the holiness Methodist

the only and the sufficient rules of faith and practice.

Church.

She will use the liberty given to her by the Lord.

On motion, there shall be two orders of the

We believe that God's design in raising the

Ministry that shall be Elders and Deacons. On

Holiness Church is to evangelize and spread

motion, the Elders shall act as Superintendent of

scriptural holiness over the world; therefore,

Lumber River Mission, and as Presbyter and Elder.
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On motion, the Annual Conference shall be

On motion, the next Annual Conference will

composed of Ministers and Delegates. On motion,

be held at new Prospect Church. On motion, and

the cabinet shall be composed of the Presbyter

second, this conference stands adjourned. On motion,

and Delegates. On motion, that this body take an

the minutes were read and approved.

intermission of one hour.

John H. Sampson, Chairman

After prayer, the Chairman called the Conference

O.H. Lowrie, Secretary

to order. On Motion, and second that Bro. H.H.

W.O. Maynor, Asst. Secretary

Lowrie was elected Superintendent of Lumber River

(Official Journal of the Fiftieth Annual Session of
the Holiness Methodist Church of the Lumber River
Annual Conference, pages 15-16.

Mission. An invitation was extended to the preachers
to join the Mission. The Following Brothers responded
by coming to the altar: F.R. Lowrie, C.C. Lowrie,

Prior to the formation of the LRAC, there existed

and Israel Locklear. Bros. G.F. Spaulding, Richard

the Blue Ridge Methodist Conference among the

Chavis, and A.B. Smith were elected as Conference

Indians, and apparently independent churches as

Committee.

well. Three of the original ministers that formed the

On motion, Bros. Murdock Lowrie, A.B. Lowrie,

Lumbee Conference were: Rev. Henry H. Lowrie, Rev.

and J.T. Sanderson were as a committee on Church

French R. Lowry, and Rev. Calvin Canady Lowrie. All

Extension. On motion, Bro. C.C. Lowrie was elected

were licensed as ministers in the Blue Ridge Methodist

as Conference Steward. On motion, Bro. J.T.

Conference. (There might have been others.

Sanderson was elected as Conference Treasurer.

Now we add additional names of the original

On motion, Bros. A.B. Lowrie, J.N. Lowrie, and

founders of the Conference that do not appear in

Artemus Locklear were appointed as the Temperance

print in the above Historical Statement: Rev. Zack R.

Committee. On motion, Bros. Edmund Lowrie, A.B.

Jacobs, Rev. John O. Sampson, Rev. P.M. Locklear,

Smith, and Richard Chavis were appointed as the

Rev. S.A. Hammonds, (Ministers at the time, or

Sunday School Committee.

later became ministers); Bro. Noah Strickland, Bro.

On motion, Bros. Geo. W. Locklear. O.H. Lowrie,

Issac Brayboy, Bro. Henry Woods, Sr., Bro. Elias

and Elias Locklear were appointed as a committee for

Strickland, and Sis. Mariah S. Lowry, who gave the

Church Records.

land for Hopewell Church.

Prominent Laity in the formation of the Conference
THERE WERE others that came upon the scene

memory.) Here: Rev. Lawrence A. Oxendine, Sr.,

later that were just as important in carrying on the

Rev. Lawrence A. Maynor, Rev. Wilbert Lowry (Berea

work of those that founded it. They were subsequent

College and Moody Bible Institute Graduate), Rev.

successors, off springs, and converts of our

James R. Lowry, Rev. Tommie O. Chavis, Rev. Pete

conference. (A partial listing only- all of their names

Locklear, Rev. Belton Bullard, Rev. D.F. Lowry, Rev.

are not recorded, and others have been lost from

T.M. Swett, Rev. I.S. Locklear, Rev. Jackie Locklear,
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Rev. Dewey Locklear, Bro. Lewis T. Hunt, Bro. Jim

shaped noted music. Their citizenship role in politics

Mitchell, Bro. A.D. Oxendine, Bro. Pasley Locklear,

and responsibility in local government was woefully

Bro. Pasley Sanderson, Bro. Abner Lowry, Bro. Sam

lacking! In fact, we know of a church trial that occurred

Jacobs, Bro. Sam Baker, Sis. Susan Oxendine, (who

where laymen helped us, as poll holder, in a precinct,

gave the land for Cherokee Chapel Church to be built

when one of our local Indians was a candidate for

upon), Sis. Corinia "Bob" Locklear, Sis. Losha Lowry,

high sheriff in Robeson County. They were heavenly

and Sis. Vashtie Lowry.

minded with their earthly responsibilities as a citizen
of the now earth. Basically, theirs was a one-way

Laypersons who are serving, or have served
our churches and conference in various capacities:

citizenship role only; heavenly, not both earthly and

Sis, Adeline L. Maynor, and Sis. Janice Bryant; Bro.

heavenly, which in fact they had obligations to both!
Their means of livelihood generally consisted of

Calvin N. Lowry, Bro. A.G. Lowry, Bro. Andrew
Ransom, Bro. Harley W. Oxendine, Bro. E. T. Lowry,

farming, day laborers on the farm, migratory work

Bro. Elton B. Hunt, Bro. James H. Lowry, Bro. Earl

(farm and turpentine) cutting timbers, carpenters, and

O. Maynor, Bro. Henry Bryant, Bro. Donald R.

few schoolteachers. Their income was low, and few

Hammonds, Bro. Palmer R. Bryant, Sis. Kathy

had, or were able to buy property of their own. Their

Oxendine, Sis. Joyce Oxendine, and Sis. Mary

recreation was chiefly hunting, fishing, a few church

Roberts, who became the first female to serve as

socials, and school closings. Baseball, generally, was

Conference Secretary.

not for Christians to participate in.
Yet, what the laity of yesterday knew, believed

Now let us give additional consideration to the
lay people in our conference, with the clergy taking

in, and held sacred, he practiced religiously and

second place. After all, without the lay peoples'

devotedly. He was totally committed to what he

support, what could the clergy accomplish?

believed! They fasted and prayed during Quarterly

The laity of the past generations sacrificed to

Conference, before revivals, ordaining of ministers,

see this conference formed to serve the Indian

and sometimes while holding graveyard clean up.

descendents of the area. Their time, talent, money, and

This he believed and practiced, along with his

influence was used to the end in building a conference

family devotions, bible reading, grace at meals,

for the Indians, a conference that their descendents

and family altar prayer, in some cases twice a day,

could be proud of belonging to, in terms of church

in the morning, and before bed at night.

membership. Their educational level, generally, was

The influence of these Christian laymen, and

low. Some could read and write, while others could

clergy, has been profound upon our Indian people in

not. Some had the rudimental knowledge (basic

Robeson and adjoining counties. Look at the number

elements) of music and taught it to others. Most often

of churches among us; the gospel singing groups,

this consisted of songs being sung in common, long, or

radio programs, and their appeal to the masses of

short meters. Very few could read shaped noted music.

our people. It grows out of a unique relationship

The songbooks consisted of written ballads with no

between the Christian Indian and their God.
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A case at point was my own Great Grandfather's

Janet Ransom, Mrs. Velma L. Maynor, R.N. Mrs.

spiritual legacy. His strong desire to attend church,

Viola L. Armstrong, R.N., Miss Lessie Lowry, R.N.,

and God's response to that desire. From his spiritual

Tiffany Bullard, R.N., Thadys O. Marlow, R.N.,

loins ordained ministers have come: Rev. Lacy

Sherrie H. Brayboy, R.N., and Caroline O. Hundley,

Woods of the Emanuel Holiness of God, Bishop

R.N.; Wm. Earl Sanderson, M.D., Rhonda V.

Belton Bullard, Rev. Monroe Woods, Rev. Steve

Sanderson, M.D., Jason B. Lowry, Jr., Pharmacy,

Locklear, all three of the Lumber River Conference.

and Leslie Sanderson, Jr., Pharmacy.

Rev. Clester Locklear of the Church of God has

In education we have produced school principals:

served as a District Youth Superintendent in the

E.T. Lowry, C.N. Lowry, James W. Maynor, Ralph

state of Maryland, and is now with the Lumber River

Hunt, Noah Woods, W.Q.A. Lowry, Grady

Conference. And, of course the writer, James Harold

Oxendine; Delton Lowry, Zeb A. Lowry, Theodore

Woods, who has served as Bishop of the Lumber

Lowry, etc., and scores of school teachers. We have

River Conference, and is presently Pastor at New

produced college professors: Mr. And Mrs. Andrew

Bethel Church. The Rev. Dr. Samuel Wynn, District

Ransom, Mr. Jason B. Lowry, Recruiter, Mr. James A.

Superintendent within the United Methodist Church

Jacobs, and Dr. Bobby Brayboy. Community College

came from our conference. There are other families

Professors: Robert West and James H. Oxendine;

that have done similarly.

James Cedric Woods, (PhD. Candidate) and

Currently, we have nine churches and two

Morehead Scholar.

mission projects within our conference The value of

In the legal profession we have produced:

the church properties is approximately

Honorable Henry Ward Oxendine, our Second

$2,328,000. Two churches burned down and were

Indian Legislator, and later Assistant District Attorney

never rebuilt. One was in South Carolina, and the

for Robeson County; Donald Bullard and Son,

other one was in Saddletree community of Robeson

Gregory Bullard, and Arlie Jacobs.

County. Currently there are eighteen ordained

In the business world we have produced: Bro.

ministers in our conference, two are full-time

Russell Oxendine, Owner and Operator of Lumbee

ministers, three have colleges degrees, one has a

Campers and Mobile Homes on Union Chapel Road,

graduate degree, M. Divinity in Theology, Two have

and who, for many years, were co-owner of L&O

Bible College Studies, and the others have taken

Builders, along with Bracey Locklear. The Rev. Bishop

conference courses and other work qualifying

Ward Clark, Jr. and operator of Lumbee Indian

themselves for ordination. We have produced

Shopping Center in Maxton, N.C. Mr. Howard

seven other ministers, who served and/or are serving

Oxendine and Ralph Hunt were owners of Lumbee

in other denominations.

Warehouse. We have Clarence Woods of Lumbee
Tire & Tire Sales of Maxton, N.C.; Johnnie Jacobs, in

We have produced medical doctors, nurses
and pharmacists: Telford Lowry, M.D., Johnny A.B.

manufacturing; Lumbee Trading Co., Bro. John Paul,

Lowry, M.D., Earl C. Lowry, M.D., Otis Lowry, M.D.,

and Bro. Herman Locklear owner. Air condition and

Gregory Locklear, M.D., Walter Lowry, Pharmacist,
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Electric business: Walford Jones, James H. Oxendine,

We also have representatives on our local Indian

Terry Deese, and Mike Woods.

Boards. They are as follows:

Representing our people in positions of distinction
we have produced: "Blood Committee" members

Lumbee Regional Development Association (LRDA)

(Those who determined who went to Indian schools);

1. James H. Woods, past Chairman of Board

many stockholders in The Lumbee Bank, with Kenneth

2. James W. Maynor

Freeman, V.P., and Curtis Pierce. U.N.C.P. Board of

3. Leroy Freeman, Present Chairman of the L.R.D.A.

Trustees: Zeb A. Lowry, Martin L. Lowry, Elmer T.

Board, and is also Vice Pres. of Osterneck Mfg.

Lowry, A.G. Lowry, and Earnest Chavis. More recent

Plant.

individuals: Jean Bullard, Miss Utah; James Cedric
Woods, outstanding Indian Youth Award in 1987;

Lumbee Cheraw Tribal Council

Shelly Strickland, Miss Lumbee, and recipient of a

1.

Hilton Deese

prestigious Parks Scholarship ($40,000) to U.N.C. at

2.

Steve Locklear

Raleigh. In the United States Air Force Academy we

3.

Elton B. Hunt

have James D. Freeman, and Jimmy M. Oxendine, Jr.

4.

Carvicioss Hunt, Barfield

* * * * *

Pastors and Officers of the Lumber River Conference of the Holiness Methodist Church, 1993
Standing left to right: 1st Row: Rev. Cluster Locklear, Mrs. Joyce Oxendine, Mr. Donald Bullard. 2nd Row: Rev. Adrian
Locklear, Rev. Jimmy F. Locklear, Rev. Pat Cummings. 3rd Row: Rev. Anthony Chavis, Mr. Clyde Colbert, Rev. Julian
Ransom, Bishop James H. Woods. 4th Row: Rev. Belton Locklear, Mr. Rudy Locklear, Superintendent J. W. Locklear.
5th Row: Alonzo Oxendine, Rev. Herman G. Locklear, Rev. Wayland, Anderson, Rev. Hilton Deese, Rev. Larry D. Freeman,
Rev. Willie Sott, Jr.
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The naming of an Indian Conference
The first part of this section only touches on the

was the name of a place, not an Indian group.

historical background of the Indian people of

McMillan succeeded in getting the state to recognize

Robeson County, N.C. It is in no way meant to be a

the Indians here in 1885. The name Croatan allowed

complete history of their heritage, because a wealth

the Indians to have their own schools.

of information has already been gathered, and

In his booklet, McMillan states that the original

written, about these complex and mysterious people.

name of the river was "Lumbee", an Indian name.

Most of the Indian people in Robeson County are

Other writers and poets wrote very lovingly about the

Lumbee. It has been estimated that there are 60,000

"Lumbee River", many years before the Indians voted

living in North Carolina and other states. It has also

in 1951 in favor of the Lumbee name. Bishop Francis

been estimated that there are 4,500 - 5,000

Asbury, a Methodist minister, made his first visit to

Tuscarora in Robeson County.

Robeson County in 1787. He kept a journal of all the
places he preached at as he traveled from place to

Settlers began to come into this part of North
Carolina in the 1730's. They found a group of

place. On Tuesday, February 1, 1803, he entered

Indians living in a European manner, tilling the soil,

in his journal a visit to Lumberton which he had not

and speaking English. Robeson County was officially

visited for several years. He mentions that he was

formed from Bladen County in January of 1787.

present when Lumberton was founded. He said that,

Lumberton, the county seat of Robeson County was

“The property of Lumberton was much owing to the

established as a town shortly thereafter.

navigation of Drowning Creek, down which lumber
and other articles are conveyed to Georgetown"

The black waters of the Lumber River flow through
Robeson County. It flows east thru swamps, and

(S.C). He said that “Drowning Creek was so called

peaks in Lumberton at a place called Red Bluff. The

from the drowning of some Indians". He tells of

river ends when it reaches the Pee Dee River, which

being among congregations with Methodist, Baptist,

empties into the Atlantic Ocean in S.C. As early as

Presbyterian, and people of the world.
Established churches got their start by members

1747 the river was recorded in a deed, which
described land on the north side of Drowning Creek.

holding worship services under brush arbors, or

Drowning Creek was renamed Lumber River in 1809.

in people's homes. Before a church's denomination
was named, it would often be referred to as the

Hamilton McMillan wrote a booklet in 1888

"Congregations, or the" Meeting Place".

entitled, Sir Walter Raleigh's Lost Colony. After studying

In the beginning, when Indians were being

the Indians in Robeson County, he concluded that they
were the lost colony. He believed that the lost colonist

Christianized, they attended white churches. They

joined the Indians of Roanoke Island. All that was left

observed, and learned, about forms of religious
worship. The ancestors of the Holiness Methodist

of their existence was the word "Croatan" carved

were impressed most by the Methodist form of

on a post, and C.R.O. carved on a tree. The Hatteras

worship. Maybe they attended Asbury Methodist

Indians were known to live on Roanoke Island. Croatan

12

The

Conference

Episcopal Church South, known as the Mother of

1963- Lumber River Conference of the Holiness

Methodist churches of Robeson County. Located in

Methodist Church

Raynham, it is several miles south of Lumberton, N.C.

1964- Lumber River Annual Conference of The

on US Hwy. 301. The deed for this church and land is

Holiness Methodist Church (name used until

dated July 30, 1861. Before it was built at this site, the

1979)

church was located about 12 miles from Lumberton

1980- Lumber River Conference of The Holiness

near the S.C. line. It was organized by Bishop Asbury

Methodist Church (the name used until the

in 1811 and was named Providence Methodist

present time, 2001)

Church. Before that name, it was simply called the

On November 5, 1914, the first day of the

Meeting Place. In Deed Book C page 160, there is a

Conference convening, Rev. P.M. Locklear made a

deed recorded on October 3, 1792, where Samuel

motion to organize from a Mission Conference to an

Hammons conveyed to Ralph Regan, and others,

Annual Conference. A.B. Lowry suggested that the

Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America

name be Lumbee River Annual Conference. Rev. P.M.

one acre of land in Robeson County, where the

Locklear made a motion that “This organized body

Meeting Place now stands called Hammons Meeting

be known as Lumbee River Annual Conference."

House. It has been stated that this church goes back

The motion was adopted and the word "Mission"

even farther as a non denominational church.

was dropped from the Conference name.

It has been researched and found that there were

As can be seen above, the name "Lumbee' was

several deeds made beginning in the 1860‟s that

dropped from the Conference name in 1963. It was

were for Methodist churches. These churches later

reverted back to "Lumber", which had been used

joined the Baptist.

from 1900-1913. Perhaps it was changed back to

Conference Names

"Lumber" because of the 1956 Lumbee Act, which

1900- Lumber River Mission Conference of The

renamed the Indians of Robeson County. The Lumbee

Holiness Methodist Church (Name used until

Act's biggest supporter was Dr. Fuller Lowry. Rev.

1914)

Martin L. Lowry and other leaders in the Conference
agreed that the Indian people had not been informed

1914- Lumbee River Annual Conference of The
Holiness Methodist Church (name used until

enough about the name change. Dr. Fuller Lowry

1944)

argued back that meetings had been held about

1944- Holiness Methodist Church of the Lumbee

the matter throughout the county.

River Annual Conference (name used until

Research was done at the Robeson County

1951)

Courthouse in the Deeds Department, the Court

1951 - Lumbee River Annual Conference of The

Docket Minutes, and Special Proceedings, but no

Holiness Methodist Church (name used until

registered name change for the Conference was

1962)

found.
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Government
The Lumber River Conference of The Holiness

and the Secretary was given authority to purchase

Methodist Church is governed by rules and

a Conference Seal. Rev. H.H. Lowry was

regulations contained in the Doctrines and Discipline

Superintendent in 1931. In his report he stated that,

of the Holiness Methodist Church. The laws, or rules,

"The qualifications for membership in the Holiness

were devised and enacted in 1900 by Indian leaders

Methodist Church shall be faith in the Bible as the

who met and formed the new conference for those

infallible Word of God, and acceptance of the

of Indian descent. The "Discipline" has undergone

fundamental truths of the Christian Religion, such as:

several revisions such as in 1938, 1987, etc.

The Trinity, the Virgin Birth of Christ, His Divinty,

In recent years Conference leaders have had to

His Humanity, His Substitutionary Atonement, His

address questions that the founding fathers were

resurrection from the dead, and His coming again."

not faced with.

The Doctrines and Disciplines of the Holiness

It was in 1908 that a motion was made and

Methodist Church has received criticism from those

second that “We, as members of the Lumber River

who are outside the Conference, because it has been

Mission Conference allow no selling at or near our

said that the rules contained within the book are too

churches during our gathering to the limit of the law."

hard to abide by. The rules may be hard but those

Further, "On motion all Pastors who fail to obtain

leaders who have had the responsibility of seeing that

pastoral work act as missionaries."

the rules are followed have been endowed with the

It was in 1928 that Presbyter H. H. Lowry,

ability to handle controversial situations discreetly.

Political background
THE EVENTS, which began to take place in the

no tribal land; they held their land in common.

1860's, causing the Indians to rebel, actually

The Indians in Robeson County did not have

had taken root in 1835, when the Indians were

voting rights, or the right to bear arms, unless they

disfranchised. The enactment of different laws was

petitioned for the right in the Robeson County Courts.

aimed at the free Negro, to keep him in control. The

They could not testify against a white man in court.

laws affected the Indians of Robeson County, being

If they were taken to court, which was often, they

non-white, or Free Persons of Color, in the 1830's.

would be hired out if they could not pay their fine.

The Cherokee in Western North Carolina were

If they owned property, it was levied on and taken

also affected to the point that the Indian Removal

away by the courts.

Act resulted in the "Trail of Tears". By the end of

Two rare cases are recorded where two Indians,

President Andrew Jackson's administration, most

Charles Oxendine, and Noel Locklear, who were

of the Indians in the East had been removed west

bold enough to stand up for their rights as free men.

of the Mississippi. The Robeson County Indians

Charles Oxendine appealed his case to the Supreme

were not affected by removal because they had

Court in 1837. He argued that his being hired out
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was against his constitutional rights. The Supreme

whose names appear on deeds. It was the church

Court reversed its decision.

leaders who were most likely to be involved in

In the State vs. Noel Locklear, Noel also appealed
to the Supreme Court in 1853. Being a free man,

establishing schools among our people. Maybe they
too struggled with the separation of church and state.

he saw no reason why he could not bear arms. He

The Indians and the free Negroes went to school

argued that he only had a shotgun. In his case, he

together when they were allowed education. In those

was convicted of a misdemeanor, and the judgment

oppressive years, many Indians preferred to grow up

was affirmed.

in ignorance (not being able to read, or write), rather

The end of the Civil War brought about the

than attend ante-bellum schools.

Methodist being divided into Northern, and

During the Reconstruction period, after the Civil

Southern. The Episcopal Church was the only divided

War, The Republicans ruled conventions. It was

denomination that decided to forgive, and forget.

during this time that the Constitution of 1868 was

The Northern Methodist wished to civilize Southerners

enacted. It brought some political advancement for

into Northern Methodist. The Northern Methodist

the Negro, and the Indian. The Freedman's Bureau

attempted to hold the property of the Southern

was active in Robeson County. They came to look

Methodist permanently. By acting this way, they

after the interest of the free Negro. Relief was given

violated an ante-bellum agreement. They finally

to prevent starvation, during the fall and winter,

Desisted this practice in the Cape May Agreement

following the surrender of General Lee in 1865.

in 1876.

The year, 1867, was known as the Year of

In the 1870's, the Northern Methodist had
membership church rolls of several non-white churches,

Destitution. Being Free Persons of Color, the Indians
qualified for help from the Freedom's Bureau.

which were Indian. The United Methodist Church has

After the Constitution of 1868, Indians in Robeson

preserved the rolls. The church members were from:

County began to show up in records as Justices of the

Union Chapel, located in Burnt Swamp Township; Bee

Peace, Constables, and County Commissioners, that

Branch, located in Burnt Swamp Township, and now

is, if they could read and write. Reconstruction lasted

Pembroke Township; Hammonds, located in Saddletree

until 1875, and still no change had been made in

Township; and Pleasant Hill, located in Thompson's

education for the Indians. It was in the latter 1860's,

Township, or rural Fairmont. This church has been

and on into the 1870's, when Indians, took matters

referred to as Old Bethel in death records. Today it is

into their own hands, by making deeds for schools,

called Dogwood Baptist Church.

and places of worship.

Our early ancestors, who were leaders, in most

Hamilton McMillan, a state legislator, and

instances, were involved with the church. Oral history

historian, had compassion for the Indians in Robeson

says that Lazy Will Locklear was a preacher. He was

County, N.C. He introduced a bill to the N.C.

also considered to be a chief. A descendant of his

General Assembly Legislature in 1885. The bill

passed it down that she had heard him preach when

designated the Indians as Croatan Indians, and it

shewasfiveyearsoldin1833.

provided for the Croatans having their own schools.

Early church leaders can be identified as those

The bill was enacted.
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Croatan Normal School was first located at Pates,

disaffected ones burnt two churches, and one

(Eureka) N.C. beside New Hope Church. It would

schoolhouse, belonging to the Methodist Protestant

later be relocated in 1909, at Pembroke, N.C,

Church, thinking that it would influence the

This was only a short distance East from Pates. The

Legislature, then in one session, against any

Normal School was established in 1887, long before

appropriation for the benefit of the Normal School.

the town of Pembroke was incorporated. There was a

This disaffected element still adheres to the Negro

store at Pates and its location beside the Wilmington,

churches and is intensely radical in politics. It is

Charlotte, and Rutherfordton Railroad, helped make

composed of the worst class. Two of its members are

the area the hub of the community.

now under sentence of death for murder and a third

Rev. W.L. Moore, a minister in the Methodist

is an outlaw and fugitive from justice. He finishes his

Episcopal Church, was a teacher at the Croatan

letter by saying that he is working to find someone to

Normal School. Conflicts arose at the Normal School,

take charge of the school.

which involved Rev. Moore and his leadership at the

During the 1880's and 1890's, the Indians in

Normal School.

Robeson County were striving to take care of their

Hamilton McMillan sided with Rev. Moore.

own affairs. Rev. W.L. Moore and other prominent

Hamilton McMillan wrote a letter to the State

Methodist opposed the change. They wished to stay

Superintendent on July12, 1889. He said that a

under the supervision of the white Methodist in the

change was necessary. He described the strife that

South. Under republican influence, the Radical Indian

was going on in the county among the Indians.

Methodist joined the Northern for a short time in

He said that there was a disaffected portion of the

search of religious support, and at the same time

Croatans, which clings to Radicalism, and they are the

provide them some dignity, after all that they had

agents of certain parties desirous of breaking up the

been through as a people.

Normal School. He wrote that Moore had indicted

The religious rooted split involving the Normal

some parties here during the past few months, and

School was further supported in a letter dated March

he came off victorious as he was told. McMillan

29, 1890, from the Croatan Normal School teacher,

mentions letters which had been written by Moore,

Ezra Bauder, to the State Superintendent of Public

and that there was a conspiracy out to injure Moore.

Instruction: “I can not say now whether I will have

He stated that Trustees were satisfied with Moore's

charge of the school any longer. The Croatans are

conduct, but that they saw that he was not advanced

divided into two parties, mostly on the religious

and progressive enough, so they desired to hire a

question. The Trustees split off from the rest and went

wide awake white man, if only for one session, to give

to another sect, and had their church burnt down.

the school a new start. McMillan went on to write that

They then built the present Normal building, and are

the Croatan are generally very poor and ignorant.

holding services in it, contrary to the wishes of the

He said that three of the Trustees could not sign their

other party, and desire, I am told, to have their

names, but that they were men of some property, and

preacher, a white man take the school, which the

that it was requested that Moore sign their report.

others oppose. I was notified at Christmas, by the

He goes on to write that two years ago certain

President of the Board (James Oxendine), to stop
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teaching them (their new preacher was expected, but I

Moore; Isaac Brayboy; Jas. J. Oxendine; and,

reminded the Trustees that they had employed me for

James Dial.

the whole session (July 1889 to march 1890). They

The court case, which was referred to by

had a meeting, and I remained firm. They permitted

Hamilton McMillan in 1889 concerning the Normal

me to finish my session out. The Board chooses its own

School, has not been found in Robeson County

members, but still is not unanimous, except in hostility

Docket minutes for that period. The writer researched

to the other party. If they put in one of their preachers I

the Court Minutes extensively.

think the school will succeed no better that heretofore."

The Indian churches and schools, being so closely

He informs them that if they wish to learn more about

associated with each other, did cause divisions

the subject, that they can write to Mr. R.W.

among the Indian people. Indian School Committees

Livermore, merchant, at Pates.

were appointed to oversee the operation of Indian

In a letter dated October 11, 1889, Mr. Bauder

Schools in their communities. The Croatan Normal

identified the Trustees of Croatan Normal School as:

School strife helped set the stage in 1900 for the

James Oxendine, Pres.; Preston Locklear; Rev. W.L.

formation of the Holiness Methodist Conference.

Some genealogy notes
REV. H.H. LOWRY helped to inspire self-determination

was a brother of Maria Sampson, Lowry. He was

efforts among the Indian Methodist in the 1890's.

elected Chairman over the new Indian Conference in

Because he led a group of Indians out of the

1900. Continuing with the Lowry legacy there followed

established Methodist Episcopal Church to form an

the Revs. French R., Edmund, and Dr. Fuller Lowry,

Indian Conference, the Methodist Episcopal Church,

who were also brothers of H.H. and C.C. Lowry. Their

at its Quarter Conference meeting on September 20,

sister, Susie, who was married to Luther Oxendine,

1902, passed a resolution expelling Lowry, and his

had a part in founding Cherokee Chapel Church.

followers. The resolution stated that: " H.H. Lowry,

Rev. French R. Lowry's first wife, Annabelle, was the

Israel Locklear, Mahoney Locklear, C.C. Lowry, and

daughter of Jesse and Catherine Oxendine. Steve

those members, who have joined them, are not

Lowry, an uncle of French R., was also married to a

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church." They

daughter of Jesse and Catherine Oxendine, whose

were warned that they had no right to perform

name was Elizabeth.

marriage ceremonies, or to baptize converts.

Following even later that those above, there

H.H. Lowry, 1859-1936, and C.C. Lowry, 1867-

would be Revs. James Renaulder (J.R.) and Martin

1943, were the sons of Calvin Lowry, 1835-1892,

Luther (Ml.) Lowry. They were the sons of Rev. C.C.

and Maria Sampson, Lowry, 1839-1909. Calvin

Lowry, and both of them became Bishops of the

Lowry was a Methodist minister. Israel Locklear,

Holiness Methodist Conference.

1852-1932, and Mahoney (P.M.) Locklear, 1866-

Note: The surname Lowry has several different spellings. Other
spellings are Lowery, Lowrey, and Lowrie, etc. If different from the

1933, were brothers. They were first cousins to H.H.

spelling Lowry, the spelling will be as was found in reference data.

and C.C. Lowry. Rev. John Sampson, 1843-1907,
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Former churches
EARLIER THAN Union Chapel, New Hope Church was

together historically. For instance, Jesse Oxendine

recorded in a deed, as the "Locklear Congregation".

was on the 1854 deed as a Trustee of Locklear

In the deed William Jacobs and Stephen Locklear

Congregation (New Hope), and he signed the deed in

conveyed to Allen Lowrie, William Jacobs, and Jesse

1860, which conveyed land to Union Chapel Church

Oxendine, Trustees of Locklear Church Congregation

Trustees. Jesse Oxendine owned several tracts of

three acres on the East side of Lumber River." The

land around Union Chapel, and his wife, Catherine,

deed was made on April 27, 1854.

inherited a large tract of land around New Hope

Again, on January 12, 1895, William Jacobs

area, which was once owned by her father, James

and his wife, Mary, conveyed one acre of land to

Lowry, Jr. He was the uncle of Allen Lowry, Trustee of

Archibald Jacobs, Zion Lowrie, and Isaac Brayboy,

the “Locklear Congregation". Although New Hope made

Trustees of New Hope Church. The land was located

a deed to the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1906,

at the intersection of the Lowrie Road and at the

they were received into full connection with the

beginning corner of the Normal School lot.

L.R.H.M. at their 1910 Annual Conference.

Again, on September 4, 1906, the Trustees of

After the 1933 deed was made to the

New Hope Church make a deed to the Trustees of

Conference, there was a good fellowship between

the Methodist Episcopal Church. Allen Ransom,

New Hope and the Conference, but confusion came

Colonel Johnson, Alex Lloyd, Aaron Lowry, etals.,

and caused a split from the Conference. In 1949-

were the Trustees of New Hope Church. The Methodist

1951, pastor appointments to New Hope were "To be

Episcopal Church Trustees were W.Q.A. Graham, W.R.

supplied”. No more mention was made about New

Woodell, W.L Moore, and Simeon Bullard. Again, the

Hope until the 1953 Annual Conference, when New

one-acre land was located near the intersection of the

hope's Church enrollment was mentioned. No pastor's

Lowry Road at the beginning of the Normal School lot.

report or appointment to the Conference was made.

Again, several years later, Jody Jones, Kinlaw

In 1942, Rev. G.D. Locklear, LR.H.M.C.

Jacobs, and G.D. Locklear made another deed on

Missionary, reported that he had served at Thompson

March 25, 1933 to C.C. Lowry, Z.R. Jacobs, and

School House as Pastor. A church named China

L.A. Oxendine, Trustees of Lumbee River Conference

Grove is mentioned as a mission location in 1928,

of the Holiness Methodist Church. The deed describes

but was not mentioned anymore in journals after

land on the East side of Lumber River in Pembroke

that year. Both Thompson and China Grove were

Township containing three acres. The deed refers

Indian School locations. It was in 1931 that China

back to the 1854 deed from Wm. Jacobs, etals. The

Grove, which was located in Smith's Township, was

deed also included one acre that was located at the

consolidated with Prospect Indian School, according

Eureka Road and intersection of the Lowry Road

to Robeson County School Board Minutes. At the

and the beginning corner of the Normal School lot.

same time a petition from the Thompson Indian

As was shown in the Political Background of the

School asking to be consolidated with Fairmont

Conference, New Hope and Union Chapel are linked

Indian School was denied.
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Marsh Mission Point, another church that was

record states that his place of burial was New

affiliated with the Conference, shows up in the 1933

Jerusalem Church. Oral history says that New

Journals. It being admitted into the Conference and

Jerusalem burned and was never rebuilt.

being served by an appointed missionary was

One of New Jerusalem's former pastors was

discussed. the Rev. Lawrence A. Oxendine was one of

Rev. S.A. Hammonds. He Continued on in the

those who helped to organize the church. The Marsh

Conference for a while pasturing other churches in

Mission is mentioned in Conference Journals in 1935

the Conference. He gave his year's work to the 1921

and 1936, but no one was appointed to serve the

Annual Conference, reporting that he had pastured

church. Rev. Lawrence A. Oxendine did not make any

two churches in the Prospect Circuit. It has been

more reports concerning Marsh Mission.

documented that he was ordained as a Baptist

A church by the name of New Jerusalem was

Minister at Mt. Olive Baptist Church in Saddletree

once a part of the Conference, Irvin Lowry and wife,

Community in 1922. In 1946, he was recognized as

Flora, made a deed to Lloyd Lowry, J.N. Lowry, and

a visitor, and was invited to speak by Bishop Lowry

Amos Hardin, Trustees of the New Jerusalem Holiness

at the Annual Conference. New Hope, Jr., another

Methodist Church of the Lumbee River Mission

church which was connected with the Conference,

Conference. The land was located in Saddletree

was located in Dillon, South Carolina. It was in 1926

Township, Robeson County, on the west side of

that Rev. Z.R. Jacobs made a motion for the church

Saddletree swamp, in the fork of the road known as

to be admitted into the Conference. Rev. Jacobs

Saddletree Shortcut Road and contained one and

was given credit for establishing New Hope, Jr.

one tenth acres. The deed was recorded October 30,

The church received financial assistance from the

1903.

Conference in 1930, as was reported by Rev. C.C.
Lowry, Conference Treasurer. The church is mentioned

New Jerusalem disappears from Conference

in Conference Journals for only a few years, and then

Journals after the 1925 Annual conference.

is mentioned no more. Like New Jerusalem, it too

Ervin Lowry, the person who gave the land for

burned, and was never rebuilt.

New Jerusalem died in January 1919. A public

Visitors and former members
ANNUAL CONFERENCE has always been a time of

"There is a move on in the Burnt Swamp Association

recognizing and welcoming visitors, and ministers

to establish a "Ministerial School" and that Bro. A.N.

from other denominations. This was also true in cases

Locklear, a representative for the school was present."

where former members visited. In 1920, Rev. F.R.

Being introduced, Bro. A.N. Locklear spoke about the

Lowry, a former member of the Lumbee Conference,

Ministerial School. That afternoon Rev. L.W. Jacobs of

was a visitor and was made welcome to a seat.

Burnt Swamp Association preached the afternoon

He had joined the Blue Ridge Conference after

sermon. Bro. A.N. Locklear returned the following

leaving the Holiness Methodist. That same year

Conference year (1921), and gave "a real soul

the conference was informed by the Presbyter that

stirring speech" as was recorded in 1921 Journal.
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Bro. W.D. Oxendine, Moderator of the "Burnt

Assoc. Like Rev. Swett, several other ministers of the

Swamp Association", was made welcome to a seat in

LRCHMC chose to join other denominations for

the Bar in 1925 by Rev. CC Lowry.

various reasons.

Recorded in the 1930 Official Journal there is

In 1939 at the Annual Conference, special music

a "Certificate of Ordination" where Rev. T.M. Swett

was furnished by a quartet from Pembroke composed

was ordained a Deacon at New Prospect Holiness

of Prof. Z.A. Lowry, Prof. Kermit Lowry, Prof. Bernard

Methodist Church. Years later Rev. Swett left the

Lowry, and Judge Wm. R. Locklear.

L.R.C.H.M.C. and joined the Burnt Swamp Baptist

Singings
THE CHURCHES in the Conference participate in

outside the Conference are named in the ledger.

"Fifth Sunday Singings" with each church taking its

The popularity of the Anniversary Singing

turn as host. The young people have their "Young

waned over the years and upon authorization from

People's Singing". It was on September 13, 1964,

the Annual Conference, it was put to a vote and

that the first " Young People's Singing" was held at

agreement was reached to end the Anniversary

Union Chapel Church.

Singings on July 29, 1979.

For many years the Conference observed an

A special note was entered in the ledger,

“Anniversary Singing" in celebration of the Holiness

which quoted Rev. Arbor Oxendine saying that the

Methodist Conference. These" all day singings and

first song sung at the beginning anniversary was by

dinner on the grounds" were held in July. A Ledger

Rev. Elias Locklear at New Jerusalem Church. The

containing the minutes from 1920 until 1979

song he sang was entitled “Must Jesus Bear the

has been preserved. Singers from churches

Cross Alone".

Education
AS WAS shown earlier in the Political Background

reported that the training that year had reached a

of the Conference, religion and education helped

new high level.

identify the Indian People. Education was discussed

In 1935, J.R. Lowry and Bernard G. Lowry did a

in 1909 concerning courses of study for preachers

Committee report on education. In their report they

and having a Conference Library Again, in 1911

recommended that each church have a course of

discussion of the Conference studies was held and

study given by their pastor each conference year.

on motion, The Annual Conference was ordered to

That a young people‟s organization be established for

provide a library for the conference. It was ordered

the purpose of Christian education. That a religious

that the library be located at Hopewell Church.

periodical be selected for the Conference and that the

In 1928, M.L. Lowry, Supervisor of Sunday

pastors see to it that this periodical be introduced into

Schools, and W.Q.A. Lowry, Assistant Supervisor,

each home of his parish. The Committee also
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recommended that a petition be sent to the Board of

therefore petition the Board of Trustees of the school

Trustees of Indian Normal School to request that a

to request that a course of study be placed in the

course in biblical literature be placed in the Junior

Curriculum of this school, as an elective, as soon

College curriculum as an elective, as soon as possible.

as possible.
We also request that a copy of this Petition be

The petition was as follows:

placed in the Official Journals of this Conference

The Lumbee River Annual Conference of the

and that a copy be sent to each of the Trustees of

Holiness Methodist Church

the Indian Normal School.

To the Trustees of the Indian School:
H.H. Lowry, Presbyter; A.B. Lowry, Secretary

We, the ministers and delegates of the Thirty-sixth

November 9, 1935

Annual Session of the Lumbee River Annual
Conference of the Holiness Methodist Church, in

Addendum: For more details on education, refer

session at New Hope Church, November 7,9,10th

to individual church histories of Union Chapel,

1935 adopted, for your consideration, the following

Hopewell, Cherokee, as well as other churches in

request:

the Conference.

Realizing that Christian Education has been

Today, the Croatan Normal School, after several

grossly neglected among us, and that the idealism of

name changes, has evolved into the University of

our youth is not given an adequate foundation upon

North Carolina at Pembroke. The university does have

which to develop; and realizing also that the Junior

a religious curriculum as part of its course offerings

College of Indian Normal School offers the best

Christian study courses are offered by all the churches

opportunity for the beginning of more extensive

in the Conference. Teachers are brought in, who are

Christian Educational program among us: We,

from other denominations, as special guest speakers.

Missionary work
IN 1909 it was approved by the Annual Conference

colony of Indians. He mentioned a church named

that all preachers in the traveling connection are

Mt. Zion located in Adabell, Ga, which gave him

missionaries who fail to get an appointment by the

an offering of $10.00.

Cabinet.

Rev. French R. Lowry was a missionary of
L.R.H.M.C. in 1913. That year, he was assigned

Rev. S.A. Hammonds, L.R.H.M.C. Evangelist, gave
his report to the 1911 Annual Conference. He stated

a Mission Point at Wakulla, which evolved into

that he had visited all the churches in the work. He

Cherokee Chapel.
That year he reported that he had visited all

made a trip to Adabell, Georgia (Several individuals
and families, seeking employment, established an

of the churches in the L.R.H.M.C. He had made trips to

Indian Colony there, as well as other locations. They

Chatham County and preached to a colony of Indians.

began to leave Robeson County in the late 1800's).

He further stated he had visited in Cumberland, Lee,

He reported that he had preached three sermons to a

Chatham, and Randolph Counties.

21

The

Conference

Foreign Missions
IN 1920, Rev. Bernard Lowry was elected Missionary

money always being sent to J.W. Nave for a student.

to South America. On motion, a Foreign mission
Board was established consisting of the pastors of the

How wonderful it would be for the Conference to
hear what has happened with these students, or student.

Circuits. No further comments were found in journals
concerning missionary work in South America.
The Conference churches established and

In 1988, Rev. Clester Locklear gave his Missionary
Report to the Annual Conference. He explained his
work in the Island of Trinidad, West Indies, and a

sponsored a scholarship for a student during the

missionary work he had begun in 1971. Thus, the

fifties. It had been put into motion earlier, by Rev.

Conference once again began supporting foreign

M.L. Lowry that the Conference is authorized to offer

missions. Rev. Alonzo Oxendine began accompanying

a scholarship to a Native Indian Missionary student

Rev. Locklear in 1991. Work there has continued until

in India under the supervision of Rev. John W. Nave,

the present time. The Conference provides financial

a Missionary in India. The motion was approved and

assistance for the Trinidad trips. Rev. Ramjeawan

reports on the Foreign Mission Board project were

Ramnarinne of Trinidad also comes here yearly to

made in 1951 through 1959, with the scholarship

preach among the churches in the Conference.

Resolution establishing a Welfare Board
Financial assistance has also been given toward

work among Indians was well known, discussed

building a more suitable church building in Trinidad.

welfare at the 1940 Annual Conference.

IN 1929 a Resolution was read and adopted,

Reports from the Welfare Board ceased to be

which established a Welfare Board. The board was

given at the Annual Conference in the early sixties.

established to assist the destitute Indians within the

This was during a time when positive changes began

bounds of the Conference. In 1931, Section 5 of the

taking place nationwide. At the local level, the

Resolution was amended to read, "That all destitute

Robeson County Social Services was pressured to

Indians, who are of good character, shall be eligible

provide better services to the poor.

for help from said Welfare Board." That same year,

Communities were better served by additional

a family had been helped because a father was

service agencies receiving funding to serve the

incapacitated. The Welfare Board helped with

people. The Conference gave donations to the

purchasing "3 pair of shoes, 1 sweater, 1 cap,

Robeson County Church and Community, an agency

and 7 pair of stockings, at a cost of $5.10."

mainly supported and established by the United

Special guest speakers were invited to Annual

Methodist Church.

Conferences to speak specifically on welfare. In

The Conference has continued to be there for

1931, on motion of Rev. J.R. Lowry, the time was

its churches and individual church members, when

extended so that Miss Margaret Jones, Asst. County

financial assistance is needed. A benevolent project

Welfare Officer, might have time to deliver a message

was undertaken by the Sunday schools throughout

relative to welfare work. Miss Mary Livermore, whose

the Conference in 1928. Donations were collected
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towards the purchase of an 'A Model Ford Coach",

died when the car in which they were passengers

which was presented to "Our beloved Rev. Z.R.

plunged into the Lumber River. A letter to the

Jacobs on August 31,1928, out of appreciation for

Conference churches was placed in the 1980

the unusual heroic self sacrificing spirit that has long

Conference Journal from the Bishop Ward Clark, Jr.

characterized his work among us."

thanking them for food, search and rescue missions,

The above quote is from the Sunday School

and support throughout the whole sad ordeal.
In the fall of 1999, churches in the Conference

Supervisor's Report as was given by Rev. M.L. Lowry,
and Assistant W.Q.A. Lowry. (Official journal of The

participated in the Storm Relief Project aiding flood

Lumbee River Annual Conference of The Holiness

victims in the upper counties, which were hit hardest

Methodist Church.1928, Page 16.)

by hurricane Floyd. Some of our ministers traveled to

Great sadness fell on the Conference in 1980
when Bishop Ward Clark Jr.'s three Grandchildren

these counties and saw first-hand the ruin, and the
acute need for helping our fellow men.

The 75th Jubilee Committee's Reports
In the 30's or early 40's there was a congregation

A. The Lumber River Conference Past Years
In 1900, several preachers met together to organize

in South Carolina called New Hope. The building

what is to be the Lumbee River Holiness Methodist

burned and was never rebuilt. There was as a

Church Conference. Among them were John H.

church in Saddletree Township called New Jerusalem.

Sampson, H.H. Lowry, C.C. Lowry, F.R. Lowry, Israel

The building there was burned and never rebuilt.
For a number of years the Official Board meetings

Locklear, and Elias Locklear.
One can reflect upon outstanding personalities
of the past, such as Brother H.H. Woods, Sr., who
was noted for his outstanding singing about 1917.

were held on Saturday. There was preaching in the
morning, with the business session in the afternoon.
These were extremely enjoyable times to which the
saints looked forward.

Several of the local churches began by meeting
under a brush arbor. Apparently, New Bethel,
Cherokee Chapel, and Riverside Memorial began

Love feast was usually held once each quarter,
and class meetings were held once a month. The
Discipline was revised in 1938, and again in 1962.

this way. Rev. F.R. Lowry was instrumental in working

During the year of organization, J.H. Sampson

with Cherokee Chapel during earlier days, and Elder

served as Chairman of the Conference. In 1901,

Edmund Lowry was one of the earlier workers at

H.H. Lowry was elected Presbyter and served in this

Riverside memorial.

capacity until 1935. At that time he was succeeded

During earlier years, the Conference sessions

by J.R. Lowery who served until 1958. M. L. Lowery

would usually begin Thursday and continue through

was then elected as Bishop and continued to serve

Sunday. The Christians would look forward to the

until 1962. At that time he was succeeded by Belton

Conference with a great deal of anticipation. There

Bullard who served until 1968. In that year J.W.

they would enjoy the Lord's Supper, messages from the

Locklear was elected and served until 1973.

Word of God, and rich fellowship with one another.

C.W. Oxendine, Elder
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B. The Lumber River Methodist Conference Today

spending our time on side issues, or things just to

In evaluating the present status of the Lumber River

tickle the saint's ears or satisfy their fancy. We are

Conference, we look at it statistically. There are eight

to preach the" Truth in Love" and practice it as well.

churches and 13 ordained ministers. The value of the

We must let men know they must be born again if

Conference property exceeds $600,000.00. The eight

they are to see the Kingdom of God; and live a holy

churches have a combined membership of over 625,

life, if they are to see God's face in peace. We are to

and the Sunday school membership exceeds 1,034.

use our time for the kingdom's work, while, if need

The eight churches have budgets that total in excess

be, we earn bread for our family. We are to use our

of $81,000.00

money (at least 10% of it) to finance God's work;

Each church is assigned a pastor. Only one church,

also, gifts to the needy. We must train our talents so

(New Bethel), has a full-time pastor. There are no

we can use them for his Kingdom's work. In short,

circuit churches.

we must be a glow of love, joy and peace of God,

There is much interest and involvement in church

so that it is catching-contagious to others.

affairs on the local level. This is evidenced by high

We must work and plan for a full- time Presiding

percentages in Sunday school and church attendance,

Bishop and a Conference Superintendent, so they,

and support of church activities, projects and programs.

in turn, can lead full-time pastors, missionaries,

There is a great utilization of the youthful resources of

evangelists, and other Conference workers in the

our churches and it is hoped that it will continue.

vineyard at work for the Master. There is much to

Presently, there is need for a greater inter-

be done in the areas of training the clergy to do

Conference participation by the laity of the churches

a better job of handing the Divine Bread of Life-

in the conference, activities, etc. Working and

feeding the sheep.

laboring together brings about a greater unity -

There is much to be done in the area of social

and where there is unity, there is strength.

ministry to the whole man's needs jobs, houses,

Julian Ransom, Elder

literacy, (20% of Robeson County is functionally
illiterate), Christian citizenship responsibilities to share

C. The Lumber River Conference Tomorrow

in the mainstream of the life of our county, state, and

Shortly before our Master left his disciples, He said,

nation. We still do a poor job of training our laity

"Truly, truly, I say unto you, he who believes in me

as to their opportunities to serve the Lord's Kingdom

will also do the work that I do; and greater works

in its fullness. We need our Presiding Bishop and

than these will he do, because I go to the Father"

Conference Superintendent to lead the ministers and

(John 14:12). What a statement! What a challenge!

laity into an effective working relationship with the

What an opportunity! - One sharing in greater works

Robeson County Church and Community Center

than his Master. It is hard to believe; it is not, brother

ministry, of which our people are so much in need.

and sister, yet every word of it is literally the truth.

We must work and plan for full-time pastors to

Is not this the direction the future is beckoning to us?

oversee the flock of God. Part-time ministers in the

We must preach and teach the Gospel order,

past have served us, but will not be sufficient for the

“whole counsel" of God as written in the Bible. Not

future. With modern industry demanding a full week's
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Finally, our future will depend heavily upon our

work, you cannot be free at the same time to visit the
sick shut-in's, hospitals, and conduct funerals. The

relationship to each other in love, in confidence,

part-time farmer-preacher could manage this, but

in respect, and in hope of accomplishing God'

not so for the future. Our Conference members are

work here upon earth. Listen to the words of the

asking and looking for more out of us in the future.

first American born Bishop of the United Methodist

Along with this full- time ministry must come

Church, speaking about the Methodist Church in

spiritually and educationally qualified persons who

1812:" Upon examination, you will find that this

can challenge and lead our people to higher heights,

work of the Lord is progressing in our lands. W e

and deeper depths of God's grace. You certainly can't

had an increase of 40,000 members. At present,

lead them if you haven't been there yourself.

we have 2,000 local preachers and about 190,000

In our Discipline on page 2, among the questions

members, and these are widely scattered over our

asked a candidate being admitted to full connection,

seventeen states, besides the several territorial

"Are you going to employ all your time in the Work

settlements and the Canada‟s.

of God?" Judging in the number of full-time pastors

In order to enjoy the comfort of peace and

we have, this certainly has received very low priority

union, we must 'love one another‟. But this cannot

in the past. There has always been a high premium
on quality pastors - Samuel and Paul in the Bible.

abide where confidence does not exist, and purity

In the future it will be no different.

of intention, manifested by proper actions, is the
very foundation of support and confidence. Thus,

As for the growth of our Conference, we must
do better. Eight churches in seventy-five years, one

'united we stand' each member is a support to the

pulled out and two burnt that were never rebuilt.

body, and the body supports each member; but, if

We must remove the hindrances that cause other

confidence fails, love will grow cold, peace will go

churches not to desire joining our Conference. Such

broken and 'divided we fall'.

as requiring them to deed all church owned

It therefore, becomes this body, which by its

property to the Conference. That's not fair when we

example is to direct the course of thousands of

as individual members join the churches; we are

ministers and tens of thousands of members, to pay

not required to deed all of our property to the

strict attention to the simplicity of gospel manners,

Conference. So why do we make the extra demand

and to do everything as in the immediate presence

of a church? What is just and Christian would be to

of God.*

reach an agreement with the interested church

As Bishop William McKendree stood between

group, a legal binding document, just to protect our

eras of Methodism, so we stand, at the end of our

investment in the church, so if they desire not to

75th Anniversary. If we face the future with a real

remain with us in the Conference. They just return
sense of reliance upon God's guidance and love for

our investment with stated agreement and depart in

one another, we have hope for tomorrow.

peace not malice. But in the meantime, while we are

*Howard F. Shipps, A Short History of Asbury

working together, we would pledge our manual

Thed. Seminary, P.86

support to each other, spiritually, prayerfully, and

James H. Woods

financially, to accomplish the Master's work.
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Conference Logo
Since its formation in 1900, the Conference did not have a logo until 1994. The closest thing to any artistic
display of the Conference was in the 1940s. See figures 1-4.

Holiness. The Education Board finalized a selection for

The need for a letterhead, or logo, for the

approval. When giving the Education Board report in

Conference has been discussed from time to time.

1994, Rev. Freeman asked that the words "Established

Rev. Larry D. Freeman and Rev. Patrick Cummings

1900" be positioned at the foot of the cross on the

were appointed to work on a design to be used as

approved logo.

the Conference logo.

A motion was made to make this the official logo

This work was placed under the Conference
Education Board. At the August Special Session in

of the Conference. Rev. Elton B. Hunt made a motion

1993 the logo was discussed at length. A number

to officially call the logo a "seal" in order to avoid

of designs were displayed for input from all involved.

possible infringement. The motion was approved.

It was explained that the "flaming cross" represents

When the 1994 Journals were printed, the new

our Methodist heritage, and the "dove" represents

Conference seal graced the covers. See fig. 5.
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Conference Headquarters
THE NEED for a Conference Headquarters has

Rev. Willie Scott, Jr. discussed the purchase of the

been a subject that has been discussed often over

land for the Conference in 1994. He stated that four

the years. On September 28, 1987, the

acres had been found at a cost of $20,000.00.

Conference Budget Committee met and one of the

The tract's location is at St. Anna's Church

items on their agenda was that the Conference set

crossroads, and across from Pembroke Veterinary

aside an amount of $2,000.00 from the general

Hospital beside Prospect Road. A New Pembroke

treasury for the purpose of securing a site for

Fire Department has been constructed beside the

construction of headquarters for the Conference. In

Conference tract.

1984 Bro. Jason B. Lowry offered the Conference

Plans for building a Conference Headquarters

a parcel of land containing two or more acres to be

were finalized, and on August 2, 1998, the new

used as the site for Conference Headquarters. He

Conference Headquarters Building was dedicated

specified that the land given would be a memorial for

under the leadership of Bishop Willie Scott, Jr. It was

all our Honored Dead, and for future generations.

discussed in 2000 that additional headquarters space

The proposal failed to develop into a plan

be constructed that would be sufficient for Annual

agreeable to the Conference budget Committee and

Conference meetings, as well as other Conference

the Conference Trustees.

functions.

Special activities
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES, or events, are carried out within

Cherokee Chapel deserves special credit for

the Conference. There's an annual Young People's

pushing for the Conference Watch Night Service.

Revival, as well as an annual Conference Revival.

A special tarry meeting was held at the

A Sunday School Convention is held each year.

Conference Headquarters in June 2001. Conference

A Senior Citizen Banquet and Program is observed

ministers felt the need for renewal and more spiritual

in September. From time to time, the young people

power in their lives. In 1921 Presbyter H.H. Lowry

attend Christian Camps in the summer. A Conference

gave the Superintendent's Report. He stated that the

Day picnic is held each year in June at the Indian

real success of the Lumbee Conference depends upon

Cultural Center. A Graduate Tea is given every year

its spirit, and that spirit depends upon the spirit that

in May for those graduating from high school, or

pervades the churches. He further stated that the

other educational institutions. In recent years a

voice of many churches is no voice at all. One united

Conference New Year's Watch Service has been

voice of all the churches will make the earth shake,

attended by the churches, whereas before each

for it will not be a human voice, but the voice of

church observed its own watch night service.

the Pentecost.
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Business Session
Year

Date

Place

Chairman

Secretary

1900

Oct. 26

Union Chapel

J.H. Sampson

O.H. Lowry

1901

Oct. 26

New Prospect

Pres. H. H. Lowry

O.H. Lowry

1902

Oct. 22

Union Chapel

Pres. H.H. Lowry

P.M. Locklear

1903

Oct. 26-31

New Bethel

Pres. H.H. Lowry

D.F. Lowry

1904

Nov. 3-5

New Jerusalem

Pres. H.H. Lowry

P.M. Locklear

1905

Nov. 2-4

Union Grove

Pres. H.H. Lowry

S.A. Hammonds

1906

Nov. 1-3

Hopewell

Pres. H.H. Lowry

G.W. Locklear

1907

Oct. 31-Nov. 2

New Prospect

Pres. H.H. Lowry

G.W. Locklear

1908

Oct. 29-30

New Jerusalem

Pres. H.H. Lowry

P.M. Locklear

1909

Nov. 4-5

New Bethel

Pres. H.H. Lowry

P.M. Locklear

1910

Nov. 10-13

Hopewell

Pres. H.H. Lowry

P.M. Locklear

1911

Nov. 9-11

Hopewell

Pres. H.H. Lowry

D.F. Lowry

1912

Nov. 10-13

Hopewell

Pres. H.H. Lowry

P.M. Locklear

1913

Nov. 6-8

Union Grove

Pres. H.H. Lowry

A.B. Lowry

1914

Nov. 6-7

Hopewell

Pres. H.H. Lowry

A.B. Lowry

1915

Nov. 11-13

Hopewell

Pres. H.H. Lowry

M.L. Lowry

1916

Nov. 11-14

New Hope

Pres. H.H. Lowry

Ml. Lowry

1917

Nov. 8-11

New Prospect

Pres. H.H. Lowry

Ml. Lowry

1918

Nov. 7-10

Union Grove

Pres. H. H. Lowry

P.M. Locklear

1919

Nov. 6-7

Cherokee Chapel

Pres. H.H. Lowry

P.M. Locklear

1920

Nov. 10-13

New Bethel

Pres. H. H. Lowry

J.R. Lowry

1921

Nov. 10-13

Hopewell

Pres. H. H. Lowry

J.R. Lowry

1922

Nov. 9-12

New Prospect

Pres. H.H. Lowry

J.R. Lowry

1923

Nov. 7-10

New Bethel

Pres. H.H. Lowry

Ml. Lowry

1924

Nov. 6-9

New Hope

Pres. H.H. Lowry

Ml. Lowry

1925

Nov. 5-8

Union Chapel

Pres. H. H. Lowry

J.R. Lowry

1926

Nov. 11-14

Hopewell

Pres. H.H. Lowry

M. L. Lowry

1927

Nov. 10-13

Cherokee Chapel

Pres. H. H. Lowry

Ml. Lowry

1928

Nov. 8-11

New Bethel

Pres. H.H. Lowry

Ml. Lowry

1929

Nov. 7-10

New Hope

Pres. H.H. Lowry

Ml. Lowry

1930

Nov. 6-9

New Prospect

Pres. H.H. Lowry

Ml. Lowry

1931

Nov. 5-8

Union Chapel

Pres. H.H. Lowry

Ml. Lowry

1932

Nov. 10-13

New Bethel

Pres. H.H. Lowry

A.B. Lowry

1933

Nov. 9-12

Hopewell

Pres. H.H. Lowry

A.B. Lowry
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1934

Nov. 8-11

Cherokee Chapel

Pres. H.H. Lowry

A.B. Lowry

1935

Nov. 7-10

New Hope

Pres. H.H. Lowry

A.B. Lowry

1936

Nov. 6-8

Union Chapel

Pres. J.R. Lowry

E.T. Lowry

1937

Nov. 11-14

New Prospect

Pres. J.R. Lowry

E.T. Lowry

1938

Nov. 10-13

New Bethel

Bishop J.R. Lowry

E.T. Lowry

1939

Nov. 9-12

Hopewell

Bishop J.R. Lowry

E.T. Lowry

1940

Nov. 7-10

Cherokee Chapel

Bishop J.R. Lowry

A.D. Oxendine

1941

Nov. 6-9

New Hope

Bishop J.R. Lowry

AG. Lowry

1942

Nov. 5-8

Union Chapel

Bishop J.R. Lowry

A.G. Lowry

1943

Nov. 11-14

New Prospect

Bishop J.R. Lowry

AG. Lowry

1944

Nov. 9-12

New Bethel

Bishop J.R. Lowry

A.G. Lowry

1945

Nov. 8-11

Hopewell

Bishop J.R. Lowry

A.G. Lowry

1946

Nov. 7-10

Cherokee Chapel

Bishop J.R. Lowry

A.G. Lowry

1947

Nov. 6-7

Union Chapel

Bishop J.R. Lowry

A.G. Lowry

1948

Nov. 11-14

New Bethel

Bishop J.R. Lowry

A.G. Lowry

1949

Nov. 10-13

Hopewell

Bishop J.R. Lowry

AG. Lowry

1950

Nov. 9-12

New Prospect

Bishop J.R. Lowry

A.G. Lowry

1951

Nov. 8-11

Cherokee Chapel

Bishop J.R. Lowry

A.G. Lowry

1952

Nov. 6-9

Union Chapel

Bishop J.R. Lowry

A.G. Lowry

1953

Nov. 5-8

New Bethel

Bishop J.R. Lowry

C.N. Lowry

1954

Nov. 11-14

Hopewell

Bishop J.R. Lowry

C.N. Lowry

1955

Nov. 10-14

New Prospect

Bishop J.R. Lowry

C.N. Lowry

1956

Nov. 8-11

Macedonia

Bishop J.R. Lowry

C.N. Lowry

1957

Nov. 7-10

Riverside

Bishop J.R. Lowry

C.N. Lowry

1958

Nov. 6-7

Cherokee Chapel

Bishop J.R. Lowry

C. N. Lowry

1959

Nov. 6-8

Union Chapel

Bishop Ml. Lowry

C.N. Lowry

1960

Nov. 11-13

New Bethel

Bishop Ml. Lowry

C.N. Lowry

1961

Nov. 10-12

Hopewell

Bishop Ml. Lowry

C.N. Lowry

1962

Nov. 9-11

New Prospect

Bishop Ml. Lowry

Steve Locklear

1963

Nov. 8-11

Cherokee Chapel

Bishop Belton Bullard

Steve Locklear

1964

Nov. 6-8

Macedonia

Bishop Belton Bullard

Steve Locklear

1965

Nov. 12-14

Riverside

Bishop Belton Bullard

C. N. Lowry

1966

Nov. 12-14

Union Chapel

Bishop Belton Bullard

C. N. Lowry

1967

Nov. 12-14

New Bethel

Bishop Belton Bullard

C.N. Lowry

1968

Nov. 12-14

Hopewell

Bishop Belton Bullard

C.N. Lowry

1969

Nov. 12-14

New Prospect

Bishop J.W. Locklear

C.N. Lowry

1970

Nov. 6-8

Cherokee Chapel

Bishop J.W. Locklear

C.N. Lowry
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1971

Nov. 12-14

Macedonia

Bishop J.W. Locklear

C.N. Lowry

1972

Nov. 10-12

Shoeheel Mission

Bishop J.W. Locklear

C.N. Lowry

1973

Nov. 9-11

Union Chapel

Bishop J.W. Locklear

C.N. Lowry

1974

Nov. 8-10

Riverside

Bishop Ward Clark, Jr.

C. N. Lowry

1975

Nov. 8-10

New Bethel

Bishop Ward Clark, Jr.

C.N. Lowry

1976

Nov. 12-14

Hopewell

Bishop Ward Clark, Jr.

C.N. Lowry

1977

Nov. 11-13

New Prospect

Bishop Ward Clark, Jr.

C.N. Lowry

1978

Nov. 10-12

Cherokee Chapel

Bishop Ward Clark, Jr.

C.N. Lowry

1979

Nov. 9-11

Macedonia

Bishop Ward Clark, Jr.

C.N. Lowry

1980

Nov. 7-9

Shoeheel Mission

Bishop Ward Clark, Jr.

C.N. Lowry

1981

Nov. 6-8

Union Chapel

Bishop Ward Clark, Jr.

C.N. Lowry

1982

Nov. 12-14

Riverside

Bishop J.H. Woods

C.N. Lowry

1983

Nov. 11-13

New Bethel

Bishop J.H. Woods

Ken Freeman

1984

Nov. 9-11

Hopewell

Bishop J.H. Woods

Ken Freeman

1985

Nov. 8-10

New Prospect

Bishop J.H. Woods

Ken Freeman

1986

Nov. 7-9

Cherokee Chapel

Bishop Ward Clark, Jr.

Ken Freeman

1987

Nov. 6-8

Macedonia

Bishop Ward Clark, Jr.

Ken Freeman

1988

Nov. 11-13

Union Chapel

Bishop J.H. Woods

Ken Freeman

1989

Nov. 10-12

Riverside

Bishop J.H. Woods

Ken Freeman

1990
1991

Nov. 9-11
Nov. 8-10

New Bethel
Hopewell

Bishop J.H. Woods
Bishop J.H. Woods

Ken Freeman
Ken Freeman

1992

Nov. 6-8

New Prospect

Bishop J.H. Woods

Rudy Locklear

1993

Nov. 12-14

Cherokee Chapel

Bishop J.H. Woods

Rudy Locklear

1994

Nov. 11-13

Macedonia

Bishop J.H. Woods

Rudy Locklear

1995

Nov. 10-12

Shoeheel

Bishop J.H. Woods

Mary Roberts

1996

Nov. 8-10

Union Chapel

1997

Nov. 7-9

Riverside

Bishop Willie Scott, Jr.

Barbara Lowry

1998

Nov. 6-8

New Bethel

Bishop Willie Scott, Jr.

Mary Roberts

1999

Nov. 12-14

Hopewell

Bishop Willie Scott, Jr.

Mary Roberts

2000

Oct. 26-28

Union Chapel

Bishop Willie Scott, Jr.

Mary Roberts

2001

Nov. 9-11

New Prospect

Bishop Willie Scott, Jr.

Mary Roberts

Bishop J.H. Woods
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Conference Bar - Hopewell Church, 1999
Standing left to right:
1st Row: Lee A. Maynor, Conf. Trustee; Mary C. Roberts, Conf. Secretary; Blummie Brooks, Lay Rep.; Willie Scott, Jr.,
Presiding Bishop; Donald Bullard, Conf. Treasurer; Elder Patrick Cummings; Elder Alonzo Oxendine; Elder Hilton Deese.
2nd Row: J.R. Taley, Delegate; Terry Lynn Hunt, Delegate; Kathy Oxendine, Conf. Layleader; Elder S. Dufrene Cummings;
Elder Elton B. Hunt; Rev. Neil Locklear, Jr.
3rd Row: Tommy D. Hunt, Lay Rep.; James K. Locklear, Lay Rep.; Elder Willie Jacobs Jr.; Rev. Jimmy F. Locklear, Deacon;
Rev. Bryan K. Oxendine; Elder Wayland Anderson; Alex Strickland, Delegate; Jerry Locklear, Alternate.
4th Row: Bishop James H. Woods; Elder Belton Locklear; Rev. Jerry Scott; Raefield Locklear, Sunday School Supervisor; Clyde
Colbert, Lay Rep.; Elder Larry D. Freeman.
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Robeson County
Holiness Methodist
Location Map

1. Cherokee Chapel

6. New Prospect

2. Hopewell

7. Riverside Memorial

3. Macedonia

8. Shoeheel Mission

4. Maxtor, Full Gospel

9. Union Chapel

5. New Bethel

10. Conference Headquarters
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Lumber River Conference of the Holiness Methodist Church
Pastoral appointments*
Henry H. Lowry

(No photo available)

New Bethel, 1904-1905;

Rev. French R. Lowry, New Jerusalem, 1903-04;

Hopewell and New Bethel,

(No photo available)

Wakulla Mission, 1912-16,
Union Grove, 1914-16.

1921-1922; New Hope,
1925-26.
Rev. P.M. Locklear

Presbyter/Bishop, 1900-1935.
Rev. C.C. Lowry

New Bethel, 1903-04;
Hopewell and New Hope,

Hopewell and New Hope,

1904-05; New Bethel, 1905-

1903-04; New Jerusalem,

06; New Jerusalem, 1906-07;

1904-05; Union Grove,

Hopewell and New Hope,

1906-08; New Prospect,

1907-08; New Prospect and

1907-08; Hopewell and New

Union Grove, 1908-09; New

Hope, 1908-09; New Hope,

Bethel, 1909-11; New

1910-11; Union Grove and

Prospect, 1911-14; Hopewell

New Jerusalem, 1911-12;

and New Hope, 1916-17;

Hopewell and New Hope,

New Prospect and Wakulla

1912-14; New Bethel,

Point, 1918-19; Union Grove,

1914-16; Union Grove, New

New Jerusalem, and New

Jerusalem, and New Hope,

Hope, 1920-21.

1918-19; New Prospect and
Cherokee, 1921-22; New

Rev. Israel Locklear, Union Grove 1903-04.

Prospect, Wakulla, Union
Grove, and New Jerusalem,
1922-23; New Bethel and
Hopewell, 1925-26; New
Bethel and New Hope, Jr.,
1927-28
Rev. John H. Sampson Hopewell, 1905-1907
(No photo available)

Elected Chairman when the
Conference began in 1900.

*Note: The pastoral data has been taken from Conference Journals,
which date back to 1904. By using data from reports given by
pastors in 1904 it is assumed that they had been appointed to that
particular church in 1903. This method also applies to other years
where a journal is missing. Appointments are made annually in
November
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Hope 1930-33; Hopewell and

Rev. S.A. Hammonds, Union Grove, 1905-06; New
Bethel, 1906-09; New Hope

New Hope, 1937-39; Union

and Hopewell, 1911-12; Union

Chapel and New Prospect,

Grove and New Jerusalem,

1939-41; Cherokee, 1943-44.

1912-13; New Bethel, 191314; New Prospect, 1914-16;

Rev. Elias Locklear
(No photo available)

Rev. L.A. Oxendine

Union Chapel and New

New Hope, Union Grove, and

Prospect, 1923-24; New

New Jerusalem, 1916-17;

Prospect and New Jerusalem,

New Prospect and Wakulla,

1925-27; Marsh Mission,

1919-21.

1935.

New Prospect, 1906-07;
Hopewell, Asst. to Rev.
C.C. Lowry, 1908-09; Hopewell,
Rev. J.R. Lowry

1910-11; New Prospect,

Union Chapel and Cherokee,

1911-(Rev. P.M. Locklear

1925-26; Hopewell and

gave report for New Prospect

New Hope, 1926-30; Union

in 1912).

Chapel, Cherokee, and New
Prospect, 1930-33; Hopewell

Rev. Z.R. Jacobs

and New Hope, 1933-37;

Union Grove and New

Hopewell and New Hope,

Jerusalem, Asst. to P.M.

1941-42; New Hope, 1942-

Locklear, 1908-09; Union

43; New Prospect and Union

Grove, 1909-11; New Bethel,

Chapel, 1943-44; New

1911-13; Union Grove and

Bethel, 1944-45; Hopewell

New Jerusalem, 1913-14;

and New Hope, 1945-49;

Hopewell and New Hope,

New Bethel, 1950-53; New

1914-16; New Prospect and

Bethel, 1956-58. Bishop,

Wakulla, 1916-17; Hopewell

1936-58.

and New Hope, 1918-21;
Union Grove, New Jerusalem,

Rev. T.M. Swett

and New Hope, 1921-22;

New Bethel and New Hope,
Jr., 1928-33; Union Chapel,

Hopewell, New Hope, and

Cherokee, New Prospect,

New Bethel, 1922-25; New

1933-37; New Bethel and

Bethel and New Hope, Jr.,

New Hope, Jr., 1937-39;

1926-27; Union Chapel,

Cherokee and Macedonia,

Cherokee, and New Prospect;

1939-41.

1927-30; Hopewell and New
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Cherokee Chapel, Asst. to Rev.

Rev. LA. Maynor

Union Chapel and New

J.R. Lowry, 1930-31; New

Prospect, 1944-51;

Bethel and New Hope, Jr. (?),

Hopewell, 1951-53; Union

1933-35; New Bethel and

Chapel, 1954-55.

New Hope, Jr., 1939-41; New
Bethel, 1942-43; Macedonia,
1943-44; Hopewell and New
Hope, Asst. to Rev. J.R. Lowry,
1946-48; New Bethel, 194850; Cherokee, 1950-51;
Rev. Edmund Lowry

Union Chapel, 1951-52.

Hopewell Pastor Protem (gave
report instead of Rev. G.D.

Rev. Isaiah Locklear

Locklear), 1944; Riverside,

New Bethel and New Hope,

1945-ca. 1947.

Jr., 1935-37; Union Chapel,
Cherokee, and New Prospect,
1937-39; New Hope and
Hopewell, 1939-41; Cherokee
and Macedonia, 1941-43;
New Bethel, 1943-44;
Cherokee and Macedonia,

Rev. Joseph Anderson Cherokee and Macedonia,

1944-45; New Bethel, 1945-

1945-50; New Prospect,

48; New Hope, 1948-49;

1950-51; Union Chapel,

Hopewell and Riverside, 1949-

1951-54; Riverside, 1967-70;

51; Cherokee, 1951-52.

New Prospect, 1970-73;
Shoeheel Mission, Asst. to Rev.

Rev. G.D. Locklear
(No photo available)

Macedonia, 1938-39;

Alonzo Oxendine, 1973-74;

Hopewell, 1941-44.

Riverside, 1974-78; Union
Chapel, 1979-80; Shoeheel,

Rev. J.E. Oxendine

Union Chapel and New

1982-89.

Prospect, Asst. to Rev. Z.R.
Jacobs, 1940-41; New

Rev. C.W. Oxendine

Union Chapel and New

Prospect and Union Chapel,

Prospect, Asst. to Rev. L.A.

1941-43.

Maynor, 1949-50; New
Bethel, Asst. to Rev. J.R. Lowry,
1950-51; New Prospect,
1951-53; New Prospect and
Union Chapel, 1955-57;
Macedonia, 1960-85.
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Rev. Julian Ransom

Rev. Martin L. Lowry Macedonia, 1949-58; New
Bethel, 1958-59; Macedonia,

57; New Prospect, 1957-59;
New Bethel, 1959-61; Union

1960-61; Cherokee, 1952-58;
Cherokee, 1959-62. Bishop,
1959-1962.

Rev. J.W. Locklear

Hopewell and Riverside, 1955-

Chapel, 1962-74; Cherokee,
1974-98.

Rev. Ward Clark, Jr. New Prospect, 1961-66;
Hopewell, 1967-70; New

New Bethel, 1953-54; New
Bethel, Asst. to Rev. Belton
Bullard, 1955-56; Union
Chapel, 1957-58; Hopewell,
1959-67; New Prospect, 196970; Riverside, Acting Pastor,

Bethel, 1977-82. Bishop,
1974-81, and 1986-87.
Cherokee, 1958-60.

1973. Bishop, 1969-73.

Rev. Arbor Oxendine New Bethel, 1954-55;
Bethel, Asst. to Rev. J.H.
Woods, 1974-76.

Rev. Monroe Woods Union Chapel, 1958-62; New
Bethel, 1962-64; Riverside,
1964-67; Riverside, 1970-71;
Riverside, 1973-75.

Riverside and Hopewell,
1953-55; New Bethel, 1955-

Rev. James H. Woods Cherokee, 1963-74; New

Riverside, 1959-62; New

Rev. Belton Bullard

Bethel, 1974-77; Hopewell,
1977-85; New Bethel, 19852001. Bishop, 1982-85, and
1988-1996.

56; Hopewell and Riverside,
1957-59; New Prospect,
1966-68. Bishop, 1963-68.
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Rev. James W. Maynor New Bethel, 1964-73.

Rev. Willie Scott, Jr. Shoeheel, Asst. to Rev. Alonzo
Oxendine, 1972-73; New
Prospect, 1973-2001. Bishop,
1997-2001.

Rev. Adrian Locklear Hopewell, 1970-77; Riverside,
1978-93.

Rev. Fred Strickland

Cherokee, Asst. to Rev. James
H. Woods, 1973-74;
Riverside, Asst. to Rev.
Monroe Woods, 1974-75.

Rev. Steve Locklear Shoeheel Mission as
Missionary, 1971-72;
Riverside, 1972-73; Riverside,
Asst. to Rev. Monroe Woods,
1973-74; Union Chapel,

Rev. Hartford Harris Shoeheel, Missionary work,
1970's. New Bethel, Asst. to
Rev. Ward Clark, Jr., 1979;
Conference Evangelist,
1980-95.

1974-79.

Rev. Alonzo Oxendine Shoeheel, 1972-82; New
Bethel, 1982-85; Maxton
Full Gospel, 1982-2001.

Rev. Crites Oxendine, Union Chapel, 1981-84;
Union Mission, 1984-2011
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Rev. Patrick Cummings Hopewell, Asst. to Rev. J.H.
Woods, 1982-85;

Rev. Clyde Locklear, Jr. Union Chapel, 1987-89;

Christian Center Church,

Hopewell, 1985-98.

Rev. Hilton Deese

1993-95; Riverside, 19982001.

Macedonia, Asst. to Rev. C.W.
Oxendine, 1984-85;
Macedonia, 1985-94; New

Rev. Clester Locklear Union Chapel, 1990-93; New
Prospect, Asst. to Rev. Willie

Prospect, Asst. to Rev. Willie
Scott, Jr., 1997-98; Riverside,
1998-Outreach Ministry-Rob.
County Correction Center.

Scott, Jr., 1988-2001.

Rev. Willie Jacobs, Jr. Maxton Full Gospel, Asst. to
Rev. Alonzo Oxendine, 1985-

Rev. Anthony Chavis Riverside, Asst. to Rev. Adrian
Locklear, 1991-93;

87; Union Chapel, Asst. to
Rev. Dufrene Cummings,
1997-99.

Riverside, 1993-96.

Rev. Herman Locklear
Rev. Belton Locklear

Shoeheel, Asst. to Rev. Joseph

Hopewell, Asst. to Rev. Patrick (No photo available)

Anderson, 1988-89;

Cummings, 1993-95;

Shoeheel, 1989-2001.

Riverside, 1996-98.
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Rev. Wayland Anderson Macedonia, 1994-2001.

Rev. Bryan K.
Oxendine

Maxton Full Gospel, Asst. to
Rev. Alonzo Oxendine, 19972000; Hopewell, 2000-01.

Rev. S. Dufrene

Rev. Larry D. Freeman Macedonia, Asst. to Rev.

Union Chapel, 1994-2001.

Wayland Anderson, 1997-98;
New Bethel, Asst. to Rev.
James H.Woods, 19982000.

Cummings

Rev. Jimmy Locklear Cherokee, Asst. to Julian

Rev. Neal Locklear

Ransom, 1997-98; Cherokee,

Riverside, Asst. to Rev.
Herman Locklear, 1997-98.

1998-2001.

Rev. Jerry Scott

Rev. Marvin Locklear Shoeheel, Asst. to Rev. Belton

Hopewell, Asst. to Rev. Patrick
Cummings, 1997-98;
Hopewell, 1998-99; Hopewell,

Locklear, 1997-99.

1999-2000; Union Chapel,
2000-01.
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Rev. Oscar Henderson Mt. Carmel, 2000-01

Rev. Malcolm Jones

Conference Steward and

(No photo available)

Evangelist

Rev. Tim Woods

Evangelist

Rev. Pete Locklear

Cherokee, 1950-60

Rev. Johnny Locklear Evangelist

Rev. Kip Woods

Evangelist

Rev. Elton B. Hunt

Union Chapel 198486. Conference
Superintendent, 1997Present
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Our Honored Deceased
In Memory of John H. Sampson

these resolutions; the place or places to be located

Resolutions upon the death of Rev. John H. Sampson,

by the first Quarterly Conference of each Pastoral

adopted by the Lumber River Mission Conference,

Charge.

held with New Jerusalem Church Oct. 29, 30, 31,
1908.

H.H. Lowery, Chairman, P.M. Locklear, C.C. Lowery,
F.R. Lowery, Israel Locklear Committee

Whereas, it hath pleased Almighty God to
take from our midst the Honorable' Brother, John
H. Sampson, one of the preachers of the holiness
Methodist Church, and whereas, it is right and proper

In Memory Of Presbyter H.H. Lowry

that the Lumber River mission Conference, which held

Resolutions upon the death of Rev. H.H. Lowry,

Brother Sampson in such high esteem, should take

adopted Lumbee River Mission

some appropriate action upon his death and record

Conference, held with Union Chapel Church,

their tribute of respect to the memory. Therefore be it,

November, 6,7,8,1936.

Resolved by this Conference, that in the death of

Whereas, it hath pleased Almighty God in His

Brother Sampson, the church has lost an able, just

wisdom to take from our midst the

upright and careful preacher, whose services were

Honorable Brother and faithful Leader, H.H.

of great value to the church, and whose example

Lowry, Presbyter of the Holiness Methodist Church.

was an inspiration to others; that his sad death has

And, whereas, it was largely through Brother H.H.

removed from the field of effort and labor, and

Lowry's influence and leadership that the Lumbee

honorable Christian gentlemen, a distinguished

River Annual Conference was organized in 1900.

citizen and patriot, whose career gave such promise

And whereas, he rendered loyal, and faithful

of usefulness as the years went by, and that his death

service to the Conference. And whereas, it is right

is a loss to the church, to the Conference, to his

and proper that the Lumbee River Annual

community and to his family.

Conference should take some appropriate action
and record its tribute of respect to the memory of its

Resolved, further, that the family of the deceased
Brother has our sincere and deep sympathy.

organizer and beloved leader.

Resolved, further, that this session of our Annual

Therefore be it, Resolved, by this Conference,

Conference be requested to appoint an appropriate

that in the death of Brother Lowry, the Conference

day in order that public exercises may be held,

has lost an able, strict, and careful preacher, whose

commemorative of the life and Brother Sampson.

services of the past fifty years were of great value to

Resolved, further that these resolutions be published

the church and the advancement of Christ's Kingdom

in our Minutes, and that a copy be sent to the family

in the hearts of many, and whose life has been

of the deceased brother.

an inspiration to many others, that his death has

On motion, the fifth Sunday after first Sunday

removed from the field of the Church Militant

in May, be set apart as Sampson Day. To carry out

and labor an honorable Christian leader, a most
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distinguished citizen and father, whose life has been

work's sake, for the poor and needy occupied a large

filled with usefulness as the years went by, and that

place in his heart; the sick, and suffering moved upon

his death is a loss to the Church, to the Conference,

his sympathies; the sinful awakened his deepest pity,

to his people, and to his family.

the oppressed and down trodden found a large place

Resolved, further, that each circuit be requested

in his compassion. He was an evangel of goodness

to appoint an appropriate day in order that public

to man, a practical follower of Him who „went about

programs may be given, commemorative of the life

doing good.'

and character of Brother Lowry.

"That a copy of these resolutions be incorporated
in the minutes of this Annual Session, and that a copy

Resolved, further, that a copy of these resolutions

be sent to the family of the departed Brother."

be published in the Journals of this Annual Session,
and that a copy be sent to the family of the deceased

Rev. Z.R. Jacobs, LA. Oxendine, Committee

Brother.

T.O. Chavis, LA. Oxendine, Z.R. Jacobs,

In Memory of Rev. Z.R. Jacobs

Committee of Resolutions

"Whereas, Rev. Z.R. Jacobs departed this life April 1,
1944, and has gone to be with his God: Therefore,

In Memory Of Rev. C.C. Lowry

be it resolved: " That we express our deep regret at

Whereas, Brother C.C. Lowry departed from this life

the termination of his labors as Pastor of Cherokee

on September 4, 1943, and has gone on to be with

Chapel Church. We feel that he has been called to

his God:

the fellowship of the church triumphant, which is

"Therefore, Be It Resolved: " That we express

without fault before the throne of God."
"That we express our appreciation for his faithful

our deep regret at the termination of his labors as
Superintendent of the Lumbee River Annual

and efficient services from 1907 to April 1, 1944.

Conference, which regret is tempered by the fact that

He has been a faithful Christian worker in this

he has been called to the fellowship of the Church

Conference. Many souls have been touched by the

Triumphant, which is without fault before the throne

light of his life. He lived a noble Christian life. He was

of God."

a strong believer in Scriptural Holiness. He loved to
talk about his fellowship with Christ. He was always

"That we express our appreciation of his faithful
and efficient services from 1900 to September 4,

interested in the welfare of those whom he came

1943. He has lived the Gospel which he has

in contact, be it saint or sinner. He always gave

preached, indefatigable in his labors, considerate

words of encouragement that would make a deep

and kind in spirit. Many souls were touched by the

impression on the minds of those who heard him.

sunshine of his life. He was a righteous man in the

His goodness to his home, his community, and his

seclusion of his home, breathing the sweet influence

conference cannot be measured.
"He yielded himself, his talents, time and will to

of virtue in the hearts and lives of his beloved ones.
We esteem him exceeding highly in love for his

God and became a soul winner and a fruit bearer in
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his service." “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of

Mariah Sampson Lowry. His parents were Methodist

life; and he that winneth souls is wise." That a copy

and the boy was brought up in the same faith. He

of these resolutions be incorporated in the minutes of

attended the public schools of Robeson County and

this Annual Session, and that a copy be sent to the

began teaching in 1899 at Piney Grove School near

family of the departed brother."

Lumberton, North Carolina. As he taught, he studied
and proceeded to take examinations of mounting

Memorial Committee

grades, county and state, so that he gained a State
Teacher's Certificate entitling him to teach in the State
of North Carolina for life. That was typical of Lowry.

In Memory of Elder L.A. Oxendine

All his life he drudged and stored away in his fine

Whereas, it has pleased Almighty God in his wisdom

mind the fruits of a wealth of basic reading. The

to take from our midst Bro. L.A. Oxendine, Presiding

record shows that he taught for 42 years. The schools

Elder and faithful Minister of the Holiness Methodist

in which he taught are listed as follows: Piney Grove,

Church. We highly value the life and service of Bro.

Mt. Mariah, Sugar Hill, Union Chapel, Rowland,

Oxendine as being a credit to our conference due to

Bullard, New Hope, Smyrna, Mt. Airy, Hopewell,

his stability, loyalty, and faithful works. And, whereas,

Excelsior, Deep Branch, Pembroke Graded, Ash Pole

the Lumbee River Annual Conference should take the

Center, New Bethel, Harpers Ferry, Oxendine, and

following action and record its tribute of respect in

Little Zion. Following a rigid routine, he was a

memory of its friend.

pioneer in our educational field.
Teaching in our public schools did not satisfy

Therefore, be it

his deep desire for public service, so he entered

RESOLVED, by this conference the
acknowledgment of the loss of a strict, able and

the ministry. Having early developed an amazing

careful preacher; Christian leader and distinguished

capacity for hard work, he advanced in studies

friend, whose life was revealed in service to man

prescribed by The Lumbee Conference and was

and God. RESOLVED, further, that the family of Bro.

ordained Elder. His exposition of the Bible truths had the

Oxendine has our sincere and prayerful sympathy.

clear ring of enlightened intention. He was a man

RESOLVED, further, that these resolutions be

character and good judgment, more anxious to be right

published in the journals of this annual session, and

and to render service to those whom he served than he

a copy be sent to the family of our deceased brother.

was to seek praise or seemingly popularity.

He would

rather subject himself to criticism and follow

a course

E. Lowry, L.A. Maynor

he believed to be right than escape that criticism by

Committee of Resolutions

following a doubtful course. That was

of

why he

served for many years as Trustee of Pembroke State
Normal College, now Pembroke State College.

In Memory of Edmund Lowry

We are sure that the membership of this Annual

Edmond Lowry was born in Robeson County, North

Session feels that in the passing of Brother Edmund

Carolina on June 29, 1873, the son of Calvin and

Lowry, a good and able man has gone from us. We
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will miss the wisdom of his old age. Truly it requires

toward the people among whom he lived and served.

courage, stamina, and stability, to withstand the

We were inspired by his songs. In our memory he

high tension of present-day conditions. He who has

still sings " Amazing grace how sweet the sound, That

passed on possessed these attributes, as we who are

saved a wrench like me; I once was lost but now I'm

assembled here today can testify. But the consistent

found, was blind but now I see."

strain, pressure, and burdens extracted the toll

Yes, thank God he does see. At the close of many

and deprived our comrade of the satisfaction and

services, congregation standing, his voice would ring

enjoyment of the fruits of his labors for some time

out, ”Praise God from whom all blessings flow”- he is

before his death. When the history of the Lumbee

still singing PRAISE GOD.

Conference is written let it not be remiss in recording

We would not close without gratefully

the name of our deceased Comrade high on the

acknowledging our debt to Almighty God for the

honor roll of those who have diligently served their

songs and services of our gifted brother who has

God and their fellow men.

lifted many out of the lower levels of secular thinking
to the heights of Christian inspiration and dedication

Tribute by M.L. Lowry

to the service of Christ in whose name he served.

Resolution Committee
In Memory of Tommie Chavis
We experience a sense of inadequacy when we
undertake, even in some measure, the portrayal of

In Memory of Rev. James R. Lowry

the life of a good man. If this person were a friend,

It is seldom in the course of an individual's life that he

this sense is but deepened thereby.

sees a living personification of this bit of verse by

Tommy Chavis will be remembered in the Lumbee

Henry W. Longfellow: “Lives of great men all remind

River Conference not only by the number of years

us, we can make our lives sublime, and departing

served, but by the impact of his genial personality,

leave behind us, footprints in the sand of time."
If ever a man did attain and merit true greatness

and his effective work. We learned to love and
admire him, because of his simplicity, modesty, and

in the deepest sense of word, it was Rev. James R.

integrity of his character. He had a fine sense of

Lowry.
James Lowry was born October 5, 1889 in

humor. He was always kind and considerate. He
made friends easily, and retained friendships made.

Robeson County, North Carolina. He was the son

He was a spiritually minded man. This gave tone

of Canada and Peggy Dove Lowry. Having been

and color to his every thought and action. The total

brought up in a Christian home, he accepted the

impact of his life and ministry was such that family,

master and his Savior and joined the Methodist

community, and brethren in ministry were helped.

Church very early in life.
He attended the public schools of Robeson County

Those whom he loved and whom loved him will never
forget his charitable approach to all things which

and graduated from Lynchburg Virginia College in

involved human welfare and his kindly attitude

1916. After serving his county in World War I, he
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studied at the Free College of Protestant Theology,

world' let it be remembered however that he esteemed

University of Toulousa, France- the Moody Bible

the riches and even the reproaches of God more highly

Institute and University of Virginia.

than the perishable treasure of earth. Truly he was a

Being a man deep insight and having an

man who had set his affections on things above.

intensive desire to serve his Lord and fellowman, he

After a long siege of illness, Bishop Lowry crossed

left the field where the harvest is temporary, transient

the hall of transition from this life to the richer, fuller life

and not worth carrying away to enter the field where

of unmolested joy and peace; that hall of immortality

the harvest is eternal in the heavens. Hearing the call

was crossed November 19, 1959.

of his Master and Savior, James entered the ministry

The writer feels that Bishop Lowry so lived and so

in 1922 and served many churches as Pastor until

preached that when the final summons came, there was

appointed Bishop of the Lumbee River Conference of

not the least trace of cloud to darken his horizon. Surely

the Holiness Methodist Church. Through magnificent

his life is a challenge to all who knew him to make their

work as a pastor and bishop, we feel that he laid

lives sublime. Say not that he is dead, but he liveth; aye,

many sheaves at the feet of his Lord and Master.

a million times than when he made footprints on the

Rev. Lowry also made great contributions in the

sand of time.

field of education and public service. For many years
he taught in the Public Schools of Robeson County;

A.G. Lowry

served as Dean of Pembroke Normal College; and at
the time of his passing was a member of the Board of
the Trustees of Pembroke State College.

In Memory of Miss Losha Lowry

When one sits in retrospection of Bishop Lowry's

Losha Lowry, a daughter of Rev. C.C. and Peggie

earthly life, he thinks of St. Paul's Words: " I count but

Dove Lowry, was born in Robeson County, N.C.,

all things but loss the excellency of the knowledge of

on December 4, 1897. She was reared in a devout

Christ Jesus my Lord." He was the professor of a vast

Christian home and early in life became an active

estate of life's precious imperishable- wisdom,

member of Hopewell Methodist Church, which she

knowledge, beauty of character and soul, and an

loved and served in many capacities as occasion

undying love for his Christ and his fellowmen; none of

permitted throughout her entire life. She attended

these virtues, however, was counted dearly to him

the public schools of Robeson County and began

except as they enabled him to share his profound

her teaching career in 1920 at Magnolia School

knowledge of the King.

with a Second Grade Certificate. After teaching

We feel sure that there are many, people who could

several years, she went to Daleville, Virginia, where

truthfully say in regards to this beloved brother: 'Thank

she finished high school and returned to resume her

God for you friend, I am sure I am a better a person

work as teacher and principal. Realizing the need

because I have known you." One's vocabulary is sorely

for additional education, she continued her studies

inadequate to express the great contribution of Bishop

in summer sessions at East Radford, Virginia, the

Lowry to his people and to the advancement of God's

University of Virginia, the University of Georgia and

Kingdom in the sin-riddled
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Pembroke State College, constantly raising her

Christian virtues by which he lived and worked.

certificate. The records show that she taught for 42

He attended the Public Schools of Robeson

years in various schools throughout the county.

County and later, by choice, became a farmer. He was

In 1941, Miss Losha became a member of the

married to the former Myrtle Berry in January of

Lumbee River Conference and was appointed "Lay

1935. They reared a family of 14, 9 boys and 5 girls.

Leader of Young People." While serving in this

While a young man he was converted in June

capacity, many Young People's groups and Vacation

of 1938 and became an active member of Cherokee

Bible Schools were organized throughout the

Chapel Church where he served until his untimely

conference. She also served on the Educational

death. realizing that the " Harvest was great and that

board and as Assistant Lay Leader until her death.

the laborers were few," he was called to preach the

Her great teaching career and her great

gospel and very willingly and ably he accepted the

contribution in civic affairs are reminiscent of a

challenge. He served as local preacher under the

gigantic lighted candle which is used to light other

distinguished Rev. M.L. Lowry and was called as

small candles, in the process, the gigantic candle

pastor by his home congregation in 1958, where he

lights so many other candles until it is inevitably

served until a stroke left him incapacitated in 1960.

consumed in the process.

Truly, many words could never adequately

Surely Miss Losha Lowry's great life is an

describe his life. Surely it was lived in a manner of

embodification of the Master's Words, which seem

consecration and through a sense of deep devotion

paradoxical: " Whosoever shall seek to save his life

and was witnessed by all who knew him and

shall lose it: and whosoever shall lose his life, shall

loved him.

preserve it." St. Luke 17:33

Rev. Pete Locklear passed away October 21,

Miss Losha passed away on august 15, 1963.

1963. Funeral services were held at Cherokee Chapel

Funeral services were held at Hopewell Methodist

Church by Rev. Belton Bullard, Rev. Monroe Woods,

Church by the Rev. Harvey Lowry, assisted Rev. J.W.

Rev. James H. Woods. Interment was in the church

Locklear. Her body was laid to rest in the family plot

cemetery.

in Hopewell Church Cemetery. Thus, she closed

Rev. Pete's passing on into the great lengths of

another "Book of Life" on which pages are written

eternity leaves many happy memories endeared to

of many deeds of unselfish service and consecrated

hearts of his many kindred and friends.

devotion to the Kingdom's Work.
Steve Locklear

In Memory of Rev. Pete Locklear
Rev. Pete Locklear, a son of George and Easter

In Memory of Rev. Belton Bullard

Locklear, was born in South Carolina, but, in early

Belton Bullard was born October 23, 1910. Being

childhood moved to North Carolina where he

influenced by Christian parents, Mr. Shelton and

grew up in modest surroundings and in a Christian

Janie Bullard, he became affiliated with the Methodist

home, which indelibly molded into his character

Church.

46

The

Conference

In preparing for service he attended the public

perfect calmness o'er a very troubled sea. Other ships

schools of North Carolina and graduated from high

were blown and battered, other ships were sore-

school in 1931. Having been called to the ministry,

distressed, but winds that seemed to drive them,

he sought and prepared himself for service in the

brought to us a peace and rest. Then I thought for

Lumber River Conference, of which he became a

other mornings with a keen remorse of mind, when,

member in 1953 and served until November 28,

I, too, had loosed the morning with the presence left

1968.

behind." “So I think I've known the secret; learned from

His services included pastor, superintendent, and

many a troubled way; you must seek God in the

Bishop for many years. Funeral services were

morning, if you want him through the day."

conducted at New Prospect Church, Pembroke, North

Rev. Lowry attended the public schools of

Carolina, by Reverends J.W. Maynor, Julian Ransom,

Robeson County and after having completed the

and J.H. Woods. Interment now is in the New

eighth grade, he taught for many years. He attended

Prospect Cemetery.

sessions of summer school to raise his certification as

The valley of the shadows of death banishes

a teacher. In addition, he completed several courses

shadow and light radiates there from.

in agriculture, attended law school, and was a

His place is secure among the valiant souls to

Veteran of World War II.

whom the future belongs.

Having served Hopewell Methodist Church well in
many capacities such as class leader, member of the

Calvin Lowry

Official Board, and secretary of the Lumber River
Conference, he heeded the Master's command, "As
ye go preach," in 1949. In 1959, he succeeded his

In Memory of Martin Luther Lowry, Sr.

brother, the late Rev. J.R. Lowry, as Bishop of the

The Rev. Martin Luther Lowry, Sr., son of the late Rev.

Lumber River Holiness Methodist Conference, and he

Canady Lowry and Mrs. Peggy Dove Lowry, was

continued to serve ably and faithfully in that position until

born on June 18, 1891. Having completed the years

incapacitated by failing health. Prior to his becoming

of life of distinguished service in the work of God's

Bishop, he served as pastor and was instrumental in

Kingdom, he died on June 16, 1976. His funeral

playing and directing the rebuilding

was held at Hopewell Methodist Church on his eighty-

Chapel Church. Brother Lowry faithfully attended church

fifth birthday.

and the Annual

Rev. Lowry surrendered his life to the Master

of Cherokee

Sessions of the Conference as long as his health

at a very early age, eleven years old, and joined

permitted.

Hopewell Methodist Church in 1902. This remarkable

Martin Luther Lowry married Cammie Locklear,

fact is reminiscent of the words of one renowned poet

and God blessed them with six sons, three daughters,

who wrote: “I met God in the morning when my day

and many grandchildren. His wife, sons, and

was at its best; his presence came like sunrise, like a

daughter survive him.

glory in my breast. All day long the presence lingered,
all day long he stayed with me, and we sailed in

Memorial Committee
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In Memory of A.G. Lowry

for seven years, retiring in 1974. He became a

Auzout Granford Lowry was

member of the Lumber River Conference in 1941 as

born on December 11, 1911,

Conference Secretary, serving twelve years. In 1956

in Robeson County, North

he became Treasurer of the Conference, and treasurer

Carolina, the son of Edmund

of the Ministerial Fund, rendering these services

Lowry and Sally Hatcher Lowry.

the remainder of his active life. In 1962 he was

He received his education in

editor of the Revised Discipline of the Lumber River

the county schools, Cherokee

Conference. He could say with Saint Paul, “I have

Indian Normal, and Pembroke State College.

fought a good fight, I have kept the faith, I have

Following his educational qualification, he began

finished the course, the time of my departure is

teaching school at Hopewell Elementary School. His

at hand." Jesus taught that the entering into the

teaching career at Green Grove High School and

Kingdom of God was not by brilliance, possessions,

Union Elementary lasted for a period of thirty-six

talents, or even achievements, but by faithfulness

years. He was married to Miss Ethel Lowry of

to God and God's work in the world. Through his

Rowland, North Carolina. He is survived by his wife,

faithfulness unto death, we feel sure the Master has

four daughters, eight grandchildren, six sisters, and

rewarded him according to his deeds.

one brother.
Calvin Lowry

One of the things about him that impressed me
was his friendliness. He always had a friendly smile
and friendly, pleasing personality. Another thing about

In Memory of Elder C.W. Oxendine

Brother Auzout that impressed me was his faithfulness,

The late Elder C.W. Oxendine served the Lumber

dedication, and firmness of his faith. He had a simple

River Conference from 1949 to 1988. He was a very

but unbreakable faith in God as his Heavenly Father

strong leader who had great input into the direction

and in Christ as his personal Savior. He could say with

of this conference. As we reflect on one of his last

Saint Paul, “I know whom I have believed and I am

sermons, he spoke of “meditating with God in the

persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have

morning." Now we know by testimony he has gone

committed unto Him against that day."

to mediate with God forever and ever.

Having known, and been closely associated

May God be with his family who remains with us.

with Brother Auzout all his life, he exemplified his

We all look forward to the day when we will all meet

faithfulness and his trust in God as he served as

him again.

Trustee of Pembroke State College, Sunday School

Ken Freeman, Conference Secretary

teacher, Sunday School Superintendent, exhorter and
class leader. During his profession he had a knack
of making and keeping friends. For several years he

In Memory of Elder Joseph Anderson

served as teacher, principal, and bus driver at the

The late Elder Joseph Anderson served the Lumber

same time.

River Conference from 1947 to 1989. He was

He retired from the teaching profession July 1,

assigned duties at the various churches where he

1967, and served as supervisor of Tri-County Center

served faithfully. One of his favorite scriptures was
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II Corinthians 12:10, " Therefore, I take pleasure

Put the Letters together, they spell Arber

in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in

Oxendine, Our Father, a special man that God had

persecutions, in distress for Christ sake: for when I

truly kept his hand on.

am weak, then I am strong."

The Lumber River Holiness Conference will sorely

May God be with his family who remain?

miss this special and unique Man of God.
Memorial Committee

Ken Freeman, Conference Secretary

In Memory of Rev. Hartford Harris

In Memory of Rev. Arber Oxendine

Rev. Harris received the call, and began preaching

Rev. Arber Oxendine, the son of the late Mr. And

the Gospel in 1969. He was Pastor at the Pentecostal

Mrs. Douglas Oxendine, was born April 11, 1896

Church of Christ for a short time, but realized that he

and departed this life May 11, 1991 being 95 years

was more inclined toward Evangelist and missionary

old. He was preceded in death

work.

By his wife, the late Pearlie Locklear Oxendine in

After the Shoeheel Mission was established,

1988. They were united in marriage for 67 years and

Rev. Harris started attending church there. He began

10 months.

working with Pastor, Alonzo Oxendine, visiting and

Rev. Arber Oxendine was an Army Veteran of

witnessing, in the home of those in the Shoeheel

World War I, having served in the European Theater,

community. Rev. Harris joined the Lumber River

and a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post

Holiness Methodist Conference in 1978.

2843. He had served as pastor of the New Bethel

In the beginning, Rev. Harris was a little hesitant

church in Rowland, N.C; Riverside Methodist Church

about joining L.R.M.H. C, but after taking a

in Lumberton, N.C; and Green Pines Freewill Baptist

Conference study course, he was reassured that he did

Church in Pembroke, N.C.

make the right decision. The study course was held at

A-Is for Assurance, he is always there

Hopewell Church, and was taught by Rev. Julian

R- Is for the Right way we were taught

Ransom. The book used was entitled Our Methodist

B-ls for using the Bible as a good map

Heritage. After the study course was over he said, " I

E- Is for the Eternal love for God and family

feel better now about joining this Conference."

R- Is for the Room in his heart for his fellowmen

Rev. Harris had a great talent for "giving” away

O-Is for the Obedience he applied in our lives

pounds of butter, the eggs, the beef, etc. Give and it

X- Is for his Christ Likeness

shall be given unto you.( Luke 6:38)

E- Is for the Eyes, now dim, but full of love

Faithful servant and friend, who did have The

N-Is for the Newborn Christian he is

Fruits of the Spirit visible in his life. He sought those

D- Is for the Deeds to others before thinking of

higher heights, and deeper depths in Christ, and now

himself
I-Is for the Priceless Invaluable gem he is

he's gone on to the higher height to claim a crown of

N-Is for the Never ending love shown

victory. We mourn in the flesh, but our spirits sing

E-Is for the Eternal home he is looking forward to

hallelujah for his homecoming.
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Rev. Hartford Harris served as Assistant Pastor to

preach the Gospel of Christ. He believed in secret

New Bethel. I press toward the mark for the prize of

prayer. This was the fountain of his success as a

the high calling of God in Jesus Christ. Philippians

business owner. He served as pastor of several

3:14

churches of the L.R.H.M.C. for a number of years.
He was then elected Bishop for several years. Bishop

Memorial Committee

Ward Clark, Jr. was a man who was acquainted with
failures as well as success in life. This gave him a
humility that was an inspiration to others. He loved

In Memory of Calvin Lowry 1903-1996

the Holiness Methodist Church till his departure. He

Having toiled through the years

will be missed by the conference, family and friends.

as a servant for Jesus Christ
and as a servant to humankind,
In Memory of Andrew (Andy) Ransom 1916-1996

our beloved one, Calvin, is now

At a young age, Andrew

at rest in whom he always

accepted Christ and became a

believed and served so well.

member of Hopewell Methodist

Surely, he stood tall in this life

Church. The record speaks for

as a loving husband, an ideal father, a faithful

itself, as long as he lived, his

Christian, a spiritual leader, an educator, a friend of

faith, beliefs and hopes did not

many, and a man of conviction and integrity. Be it

falter one bit. He remained a

known, we believe he stood even taller in the eyesight

true, and devoted Christian until his death.

of "The Almighty."

Andrew (Andy) spent four years of military

Mr. Lowry blessed us as a public school teacher

service in the South Pacific during World War II.

for 42 years in Robeson County Schools. He served

Along with his military service, he also gave most

the L.R.H.M.C. as: Sunday School Supervisor-7 years,

of his adult life to the educational system of North

Secretary-26 years, and Lay Leader-7 years. At his

Carolina. Andrew taught eleven years in the public

home church, Hopewell, he taught for 39 years.

schools of North Carolina and thirty-one years with

During his years of failing health, Mr. Lowry was

the University of North Carolina at Pembroke.

made an honorary trustee and board member.

In addition to his love and concern for the
educational system of his state, he also had a love and

In Memory of Bishop Ward Clark, Jr.

concern for his church and conference. From 1965-

Mr. Ward Clark, Jr. born March 4, 1928 to the late

1985 Andrew was the Sunday School Supervisor of

Ward Clark, Sr. and Mary Nancy Harris Clark. Mr.

the Lumber River Methodist Conference. During this

Clark graduated from Pembroke State University and

time, there was a change and improvement in the

served as an elementary school teacher for many

structure and makeup of the church Sunday School.
Andrew would never accept defeat and the last

years. Mr. Clark was a dedicated father of six
children. Mr. Clark dedicated his life to God as a

few years of his life, with a severe handicap, he taught

young man and was later called into the ministry to

the Adult Sunday School at his home church-
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Hopewell- the Sunday before he left us to be with his

whom I have believed and I am persuaded that he is

and our Savior, he taught his Sunday School Class.

able to keep that which I have committed unto against

that day."
Yes, Brother J.W. endured hardness as a good

In Memory of Bishop John Wesley Locklear

Soldier of Jesus Christ; for God chose him to be a

1914-1998

soldier. We now pledge this our final salute, to a
faithful fellow Soldier.

It is truly an infrequent occasion that we have the

Bishop John Wesley Locklear was received into

opportunity to honor someone who has been so

the Lumber River Conference in 1953. He served as

faithful for so many years; but in the department of

Pastor of New Bethel Station in 1954, Assistant Pastor

Brother J.W. (as we all knew him), we now have the

of the Bethel Station in 1955-56; Pastor of Union
privilege to do so. His voice will be missed from our

Chapel Circuit from 1957-59; Pastor of Hopewell

pulpits, worship services, and meetings. The unique

Circuit 1960-66. He was elected Conference

way un which he delivered the testimony of God in

Superintendent in 1966. In 1968, he was elected

preaching the Gospel over so many years, the way

presiding Bishop, after the death of Bishop Belton

he shared his life experiences, and his walk with God

Bullard, until 1973, when he was reelected

among us is finished.

Conference Superintendent and faithfully served

We now can be grateful to God that he shared

until 1996. He also served on various conference

Brother J.W. with us for so many years. The influence

boards and committees throughout his ministry.

of his faith will continue to live among us for so many

He was a member of New Bethel Holiness

years to come. He impressed us with his faithfulness,

Methodist Church and a member of the Senior

dedication, and firmness; but at the same time he

Minister's Association. He was a Veteran of World

was always

War II, having served in the U.S. Army in the
European Theater. He was a member of Veterans

friendly with an immoveable belief in God as his
heavenly Father, and in Jesus Christ as his Lord and

of Foreign Wars and a retired carpenter with the

Savior. He could say with the Apostle Paul; " I know

Robeson County School System.
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THE EARLIEST reference to Union Chapel, as a place

Union Chapel Church. The deed was signed by Jesse

name, is in a deed that was recorded in 1858. In the

Oxendine, and witnessed by Solomon Oxendine,

deed James Oxendine conveyed 136 acres of land

and Elias Woodell. This deed was not recorded until

to Rebecca Jane Lowrie. The 136 acres included four

1914. It was Alva Oxendine, son of Jesse Oxendine,

acres reserved, and not conveyed, located around

who verified that he had known the signer, and the

Union Chapel, and reserved for the benefit of Union

witnesses to the deed. Perhaps the deed had been

Chapel. The remaining 132 acres would be the

passed down for safekeeping, or it could have been

subject of court battles (for several years) involving

lost, and then found, after all those years.

descendents of John and Patty Brooks, and

In 1865, the Methodist churches in Robeson

descendents of Rebecca Jane Lowrie. In the end it was

County were affiliated with the Methodist Episcopal

proven that the Brooks family was the legal heirs.

Church South. After the Civil War ended, the M.E.

On April 30, 1860, Jesse Oxendine conveyed

Church began sending preachers into the southern

to James Oxendine, Hugh Oxendine, and Robert

states. Union Chapel left the M.E. South and joined

Chavis, Trustees of Union Chapel Church, a Religious

the M.E. North. It has been said that this happened

Society, land located on the southwest side of Burnt

because of Republican influence. Those leaving the

Swamp containing four acres, and for the benefit of

M.E. Church South were called radical, because they
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dared to go against the majority (White Democrats

Civil War, caused problems to drag on for years. The

who were in control).

Croatan Normal School for Indians was established

The earliest list of church members of Union

in 1887. The effects of the church splits were still

Chapel has been preserved by the United Methodist

being felt. Without any doubt, Union Chapel was

Church. Dating back to the 1870's, the lists contain

actively involved with the strife at the Croatan Normal

seventy members in one, and sixty-four members in

School. Without any doubt, Union Chapel Church

the other. The 1873 list, with seventy members, has

was one of those churches that were burned down,

written in the margin a statement, which reads:

which was mentioned in a letter written in 1889 by

"This society worshipped in a house belonging to

Hamilton McMillian to the State Superintendent of

the congregation, and not to the M.E. Church, and

Public Instruction.

went out to M.E. Zion Church, stayed a short time,

After the Normal School was established, other

returned, and stayed a short time, and left and joined

Croatan Indian Normal Schools were built all around

the M.E. Church."

Robeson County to serve Indian communities. It has
been said that some Indians felt that the Croatan

The splits in the Methodist Churches, after the

Birthday Celebration for Alva Oxendine. Union Chapel, ca. 1900.
Seated: James T. Lowry, Versilla Lowry, Lester Lowry, Elizabeth O. Lowry, Alva Oxendine, Nickolas Locklear, Mary Francis
Locklear, Martha O. Sanderson, Big Arch Locklear, Dougald Cummings, Daniel W. Oxendine, Nickolas (or Bruce) Oxendine,
and Johnnie Oxendine. Standing: Wesley (or Steve) Lowry, Wiley Lowry, Harriet C O. Hunt, Pink O. Spaulding, Else
Oxendine, Calvin Lowry, John W. Sanderson, John T. Sanderson, Atlas Oxendine, Dick Locklear, and Richard Locklear.
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By 1905, the Annual Conference Session was

Chapel.

held at Union Grove, which was formed in part by

It was in 1874, without the aid of the Freedman's

members from Union Chapel. The church remained

Bureau, or the Homestead Act, that Trustees of Union

at the Union Grove location for about twenty years.

Chapel conveyed seven twelfths of an acre to the

Incidents occurred, which spurred the people into

school committee of Union Chapel. The deed was

action to relocate back to the original site. As the

signed by Randal Locklear, Hugh Oxendine, and

chronological list of business sessions held since

Solomon Oxendine.

the Conference was formed in 1900 shows, Union

The Wilmington Star carried a story about what

Chapel, named as the host church, does not reappear

was going on in Robeson County in 1872. It told

again until 1925.

of Stephen Lowrey being seen at a justice's court at

Doctor Fuller Lowry was once a part of the

Union Chapel Church, in Burnt Swamp Township,

Holiness Methodist Conference, but he returned

on November 2, 1872. Stephen Lowrey, son of Allen

to the Methodist Episcopal. He wrote a letter that

and Mary Lowery, married Elizabeth Oxendine, the

was published in The Robesonian newspaper in

daughter of Jesse and Catherine Oxendine.

Lumberton, N.C. The letter is a thorough explanation

Indian leaders, who met in 1900 to form an

of what was going on at Union Chapel in the

All-Indian conference, met at Union Chapel

twenties. On page three, and dated January 2,

Church. Union Chapel Church was destroyed by fire

1922, the letter says:

ca. 1901-03. A church split could have occurred at

" To the Editor of The Robesonian:

that time. A clear deed to the property had not been

"Some Indians misunderstood things referring

recorded yet. Remember that the 1860 deed was not

to the church affair at Union Chapel, near Buies.

recorded until 1914. Anyway, by the 1904 Annual

Several Indians have asked me why I was trying to

Conference Session, a reference was made

take the property away from the Indian people and

concerning Union Grove (Conference journals are

give it to the whites. The writer considers this a very

missing for years, 1900-1903). Rev. Israel Locklear

foolish question from several standpoints; first the

repotted that, "It is a new church, in fair way of

fight is not at all by any means between the Indians

building. The prospect is a beautiful yield in the

and whites, but between the Indians and Indians.

future"" That same year, Rev. H.H. Lowry gave his

Do you see me now? Here's the situation: There are

report as Conference Missionary. In his report he

two branches of METHODIST among the Indians of

states that, "Our work at Union Grove has been

Robeson County; the Methodist Episcopal and the

delayed on account of the sawmills in the vicinity

Holiness Methodist.

being still." They are running now, and we have

Both the Methodist Episcopal Indians, and

succeeded in getting most of the timbers to the place,

Holiness Methodist Indians claim the right to build on

and the church is in building and will be a good

the same property. Of course, there are good, and

house for divine worship."

honorable men on both sides, good men sometimes
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differ widely. Abraham and Lot differed, so did Paul

finally arrangements were underway for a building.

and Barnabus.

Naturally everyone thinks the church at the school
will be "The Church" for the community, so far as

In 1860, a church deed was made to a set of
trustees of union Chapel Church, a Religious Society,

Methodists are concerned. So both the M.E. Indians

and their successors in office. The Indians, who are

and the Lumber River Indians are desiring to build

Methodist Episcopal, interpret the phrase "A Religious

on this exceptional location, and the writer is not

Society", to mean the Methodist Episcopal Church,

surprised at all.

since that term was used through the 17th century,

Since both sides are trying to hold the property,

when Methodism was first established in America,

there were two ways to settle it. One was to have

first in New York in 1776 by Philip Emburg, and now

a called meeting and consolidate, or let the court

it is John Street Church. If you will read the history of

decide, according to the deed, which side is due the

Methodism, you'll find that they organized "religious

property. However, the writer wants it thoroughly

societies", and then built the church for worship.

understood that the court is not to change the title, but
to say who owns it. It positively not, by any means,

At the time the church, Union Chapel, was built,
and the deed was fixed, there existed only one

to take property from the Indians and give it to the

denomination among the Indians of Robeson County;

white people. If I could, I would not take property

namely, the Methodist Episcopal Church, hence, the

from any race, sect, or color, and give it to others.
All the M.E. Indian churches of Robeson County

original claim, the oldest rite. However, in 1900 an
organization was effected among the Indians of

are owned as fully by the Indians as any of the

Robeson known as the Lumber River Mission Holiness

Indians of the Holiness Methodist churches. I'm sorry

Methodist Church, and a very large percent of the

some Indians have been badly misled regarding the

membership of Union Chapel joined the new, and

property. Every Indian church in Robeson among the

promising, organization, and finally built a new

Methodist Episcopal is deeded to a local board of

church, now known as Union Grove, nearly a

Indian trustees, and their successors in office. The

mile away. Recently, a model school building has

only difference between the property of the churches

been erected at the old site, hence, making it an

of the Blue-Ridge Conference, and the Lumber River

exceptional location for a model church building, so

Conference, is the fact that the church property of the

that not only the Methodist on both sides desire to

Lumbee Conference is deeded to a local board, and

build on the said property; but the Baptist also

an annual conference board, two different boards,

desired to build thereon.

which! of course is alright. The Indian churches of the
Blue-Ridge Atlantic Conference are only deeded to a

The writer was the first principal of the graded

local board of Indian trustees, only one board.

school, Laurel Institute, and the trustees of the school

Things that are equal to the same thing are equal

told me they would like to see a Methodist Episcopal
Church on the grounds to compete with the school

to each other. If the court decides for the Lumbee

building. Of course, the writer, being a member of

Indians, it will remain Indians properly, and the writer

the Methodist Episcopal Church, the church of our

will ask, and gladly receive any donation the Lumbee

forefathers, told other preachers, and officials, until

folks may give.
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The decision of the Superior Court, once and

belongs to Indians, therefore, lets pray more and be

for all, settled the controversial questions concerning

friends, not withstanding. The writer has not, so far,

Union Chapel. Questions, which had caused strife

signed any papers concerning this affair. I refused to

among the people for many years, were causing

sign the affidavit from the fact that I was preaching

splits in the community. The court case gave church

outside the county, and therefore was not connected

leaders inspiration to further confirm their legal rights,

to the Pembroke Community Center. However, at the
because by November 24, 1922, a deed was made

last annual session, I was appointed to the Pembroke

by, Paisley Locklear, George F. Spaulding, and

Community Center, and Union Chapel is one of the

Duckery Jones, Trustees of Union Chapel Church,

appointments within the bounds of the community

a Religious Congregation to:

center, and Rev. P.M. Locklear, one of the leading

Z.R. Jacobs, C.C. Lowry, and J.R. Lowry,

preachers from the Lumbee Conference, who came
back to the M.E. Church, at last conference, is

Trustees of Lumbee Conference of the Holiness

the pastor.

Methodist Church, A Religious Society, or association,

This Pembroke Community Center is looking to a

etc. A certain tract of land in Burnt Swamp, etc.,

district set off by the Blue-Ridge Atlantic Conference.

containing four acres, more or less, and being the
same land conveyed by Jesse Oxendine to James

Pray for us,

Oxendine, Trustees of Union Chapel Church by deed
dated April 30, 1860, etc., in trust for the use, and

Dr. F. Lowry, Director"

benefit of the ministry, and membership of the

Indeed, the courts did decide who had legal rights to
the property because in:

Holiness Methodist Church.

Minute Docket #24, page 351

and Edmond Lowry. His sister Nancy, and her

In the Superior Court, September Term, 1922

husband, Luther Revels, were members at Union

North Carolina, Robeson County

Chapel Church. Nancy Lowry Revels, 1878-1981,

Rev. D.F. Lowry's brothers were Revs. H.H., C.C.,

lived to be over one hundred years old.

D.F. Lowry, W.L. Moore, W.R. Woodell, Trustees of
Union Chapel Methodist Episcopal Church, Plaintiffs
vs. Judgment

Orlin H. Lowry, 1868-1939, a member of Union
Chapel, was chosen as the first secretary of the
Holiness Methodist Conference in 1900. He was the
son of Thomas and Francis Lowry. Orlin was first

Paisley Locklear, George F. Spaulding, and Ducker

cousin to all of the above Lowry‟s.

Jones, Trustees of Union Chapel Church a Religious
Society, Defendants

Other than Rev. D.F. Lowry having connections
at Union Chapel, Rev. W.L. Moore also had
connections. He was married to Mary Catherine

The defendants won with recover from plaintiff's cost

(Tudy) Oxendine, the daughter of Hugh and Eliza

of action to be taxed by the Clerk.

Oxendine. Rev. Moore's grave is at Old Prospect
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Paisley Locklear 1866-1948

Duckery Jones 1884-1941, and Della F. Jones
1884-1951

George F. Spaulding, 1857-1926, Vance Spaulding,
1977-, Arthur Spaulding, 1882-1937
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collection to be given to Union Chapel to help pay
the expense of covering the church.
The wings on the back of Union Chapel Church
might have been added in 1947 because the Sunday
School register for that year shows there was a lot of
money being paid out for materials, and work labor,
on the church.
Conflicts developed at Union Chapel in the late
fifties, and there was a split. There was a court case
involving the trustees of the conference board, as
plaintiffs versus persons in the church who wished to
gain control. The conflicts resulted in a new church
being built a short distance away, which is in the
Baptist denomination. The situation would take many
years for healing among the families, but it did come.
Another split occurred in the mid-eighties, which
resulted in a non-denominational church being built.
A positive result of the eighties split was that some
worshippers from the split that occurred in the fifties

Union Chapel Church, circa 1924.

were reunited with family and friends from both

Church Cemetary, a United Methodist Church, as the
Methodist Episcopal churches are called today. Rev.

congregations, and once again worshipped together.

Moore's wife, Mary Catherine, and daughter, Carrie

So, both negative, and positive results, can come

are buried at Oxendine Cemetery Inc. in the Union

from church splits.
The old wooden church at Union Chapel was

Chapel community. The Inscription on his wife's
headstone reads, "She was the first Cherokee Indian

covered by bricks in the 1960's. Extensive remodeling

Lady School Teacher in Robeson County."

was also done on the interior of the church.
Additional construction has been done over the years

Underneath the bricks of Union Chapel is a
wooden structure. The Cornerstone was laid in 1924.

always improving on the beauty of the church. Union

This was the church that was photographed before

Chapel has held fast to what our ancestors said in

the wings on the back of the church were added.

1908 about allowing no buying, or selling at, or

See Union Chapel Church, 1924. At the close of the

near, our churches, because Union Chapel pays for

1924 Conference Annual Session, Rev. C.C. Lowry

church improvements by pledges, and not plate sales.

reported that $335.00 was paid to Union Chapel

It can be truthfully said that Union Chapel is the

out of the Conference Treasury. By the 1936 Annual

Mother Church of several churches that are located

Session, the Conference agreed for the annual

in the Union Chapel community. In spite of all the
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Our church family

Seated: Muncie Maynor, Martha Chavis, Margaret Jones, Eva Jones, Anna Hardin, and Nancy
Oxendine. Standing: Lockey Oxendine, Willie Scott, Sr., John D. Jones, Fuller Locklear, Julian
Ransom.

Jackson and Babe Locklear
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Ruby Locklear

Brian Locklear

Margaret Jones and Angus Archie Maynor
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Anderson and Doshia Jacobs

Eva Jones

Barnie and Stella Locklear

Gene Autry Locklear and Evelyn Locklear
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Winne Locklear and Winne Lee Revels

Church

Hayes and Phodie Locklear

Dorothy L Clark

Rolla Lee Scott
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Lille Locklear, Thurman Locklear and Fuller Locklear

Lockey and Nancy Oxendine and Lawrence and Muncie Maynor
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Mrs. Nancy Revels

Church

Miss Bertha Lowry

Belton and Novella Jones, 2002
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Lunnie and Matilda Locklear and child

Randy and Mary Oxendine; and son

splits that have occurred, Union Chapel still thrives
as a church.
Union Chapel Church is located about four miles
northeast of Pembroke, N.C., and at the intersection
of Union Chapel Road, RPR- 1515, and Evergreen
Church Road, RPR--513. It is about eleven miles west
of Lumberton, N.C. Union Chapel Elementary School
is still located across the road from the church. The
old school building has been torn down and a new
school has been built on the site.

Minnie Woodell
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Official Board

Tim Locklear, Tim P. Locklear, Roy Oxendine, James H. Oxendine, Jimmy Goins, James Darren Oxendine, and Rev. Jerry Scott

Officers and Teachers

1st Row - James H. Oxendine, Cynthia Locklear, Bonnie Scott, Barbara Demery, Willie Ann Locklear. 2nd Row - Oneida
Cummings, Jimmy Goins, Willie Ree Chavis, Faye Maynor, Grady Harris. 3rd Row - James Locklear, Tim P. Locklear,
Kelly Cummings, Anthony Chavis, Earl Maynor. 4th Row- (standing) Dufrenna Locklear, Mertis Oxendine, Bonnie Locklear,
Lottie Locklear, Arlene Locklear, Diane Goins
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M e t h o d i s t

C hu r c h

Choir Members

1st Row - Lottie Locklear, Annie Ruth Locklear, Faye Maynor, Bonnie Scott, Genivere Locklear. 2nd Row - Katie Ratford,
Mertis Oxendine, Bonnie Locklear, Oneida Cummings, Diane Goins. 3rd Row - James H. Oxendine, James Locklear,
Rudolph Freeman, Roy Oxendine. Standing- Jimmy Goins, Rev. Jerry Scott, and Earl Maynor

Quartet Singers

Chris Croom, Bonnie Locklear, Rudolph Freeman, and Genivere Locklear
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Lay leader and Assistant Lay leaders

Karen Maynor, Jackie Deese, Willie Ann Locklear, Diane Goins, and Cynthia Locklear

Our Newest Members

Frank Daughtry, Tiffany F. Scott and Bronnie Scott
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Appendix
Excerpt from a Methodist Circuit Register for Robeson Circuit, 1870-1877

Union Chapel
Pg. 63-December5, 1873
Ismael Chavis- C.L

Henry T. Oxendine

Willsby Locklear

Aggy J. Brayboy

Margaret A. Oxendine

Nancy Lowrie

Isaac Brayboy- St.

Edward Locklear

Manerva Locklear

Sallie Ann Locklear

Margaret Wilkins

Nancy C. Cummings

James A. Lowrie

Effie A. Maynor

Mary Oxendine

Transferred to Bee Branch

Appie Locklear

Artimus Cummings

Ann Locklear

Rebecca Manuel

James Brayboy

Jesse P. Oxendine- St.

Edie Locklear

Angus Locklear

Winnie Lowrie-Bee Branch

Emily Locklear

James Locklear

Solomon Oxendine

A.C. Oxendine

Melinda Locklear

Flora Lowrie

Lena Chavis

Henry Oxendine

Cornelius Locklear

Sallie J. Oxendine

Mary Locklear

Catherine Locklear

Eliza Oxendine

Margaret Oxendine

Wm Locklear

Mary Locklear

Elizabeth Brayboy

Catherine Oxendine

Lucy Oxendine

Angus Maynor

Elizabeth Brooks

Patsy Oxendine

Martha Oxendine

Benj Lowrie

Harriet Locklear

Ruth Locklear

Elizabeth Jacobs

Evander Lowrie-Bee Branch

Charity Locklear

Francis Brayboy

Elizabeth Revels

Richard Locklear

Rolin Brooks

Amanda Sampson

Elizabeth Locklear

Hugh McKay

James Jones

Catherine Johnson

Samuel Locklear

Silas Oxendine

Susan Locklear

Jane McKay

Aaron Revels-C.L

Dodridge Locklear

Mary Sampson

Margaret A. Lowrie-Bee

Silas Locklear

Branch

Winnie Locklear
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New Bethel 1952
AS A MEANS of understanding the success of New

Northern Methodist Church. During this period of

Bethel Holiness Methodist Church, one needs to look

time our people caught the vision- idea to have our

at where and what the people came through. From

own church for Indian People; the same could be

1835 to 1885 there were no Indian schools for our

said for our schools. New Bethel came into being

people and the Methodist Episcopal Church split into

for the purpose of better serving our people both

two parts, North and South bodies over the slave

Spiritually and Educationally. We were neglected

issue. We were caught in the midst. The black

and treated as second class people of color and

people, by in large, formed their own churches, the

citizenship as well. The goal/aim was to elevate

African Methodist Episcopal Church, with aid from the

all of these, and thus make a more

74

New

Bethel

HoIiness

Methodist

Church

complete people for

age. He is 22

citizenship on earth,

years old, son

and better prepared

of CaIvin Lowry,

for heaven too!

was educated at
Greensboro, NC,

The Rev. Jonathan
Sanford was the

belongs to the M.E.

pastor in charge of

Church, and is a

the Robeson Circuit

nephew of Henry

in 1886. Recorded in

Berry Lowry."

the Raleigh Christian

As we

Advocate, October

celebrate our

27, 1886, page 4 he

Official Board

centennial we

wrote that, " ... This church is separate and

are thankful for our forefathers who were great men

independent of all others, a congregational M.E.

and women of courage who had a vision for the

Church, served by the preacher in charge of the

future.

Robeson Circuit, in accordance with their own choice.

Our church has produced great leaders who

The government and doctrines are the same as the

served their communities well and who paved the

M.E. South, except the Pastor is Bishop and Presiding

way for us today. From a "Brush Arbor" has risen

Elder and has absolute control officially, as well in

a beautiful structure, which has been instrumental

money matters, which is separate from his salary on

in providing and practicing great practical truths.

the circuit. . . They have 115 communicants, and

Sometime during the year 1900, members of

there is not a white person nor freedman among them

several families met in a "brush arbor" on the

. . . They have a good church almost finished, the

present site and organized New Bethel Church.

middle pew reserved for white people who sometimes

Among those making possible the organization

outnumber the Croatans ... The protracted meeting

of the church was;

this year was the very

The Rev. Z.R.

best in the history of

Jacobs family, the

their church and they

Jim Mitchell family,

will, I think, pay

the P.M. Locklear

every dollar of their

family, the Lewis

assessment, besides

Hunt family, the

their gifts to our

Eli Chavis family,

preacher. During the

and the Anderson

revival Rev. Henry

Oxendine family.

Lowry was present

These families and

part of the time and

their descendants

preached finely for his

Officers and teachers
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supplying the

and individuals,

leadership that has

organization of

kept the church united

study courses for

and growing since its

Church Officers

organizing. For about

and teachers,

three years thereafter,

meetings, revivals,

worship services

and good

were held in the bush

attendance.
Also, during the

arbor. Then these
people, with the

life of the church

assistance of friends

there was a school

such as H.B. Hunt,

in front of New

Brotherhood

Bethel Church for years. After the school merged with

C.C. Lowry, John Will Hunt Sr. and many others began
a church building. As they labored to erect their

another, the property was used for New Bethel Baseball

building they continued to hold services in the bush

Team for many years, and parking lot for church use.
As a result of this growth, there were numerous

arbor and they decided to join the Lumber River
Methodist Conference. In the fall of 1903 the church

additions to the original church building. Then in

building was completed in time to hold the Annual

1948, while Rev. Isaiah Locklear served as pastor

Conference of the Lumbee River Methodist Conference.

of the church, plans were made to construct a new

The first trustees of the New Bethel Church were Arlain

building. At conference that fall, Rev. T.O. Chavis

Strickland, P.M. Locklear, and Angus Archie Oxendine.

replaced him and building began. The construction of

The first class leaders were Lewis Hunt, Noah

the new building began in 1949 and was completed in

Strickland, and Jim Mitchell. The first pastor was

1952. The first service in the newly constructed church

the Rev. P.M. Locklear.

held the first Sunday of October 1952 with the Rev.
J.R. Lowry as pastor.

During the following years the young church grew

Recognition

and prospered
through the mercies

of a few responsible

and good grace

for planning and

of God in the

construction of

blessings of the

the new building

wonderful co-

go to: the building

operation of families,

committee

hard conscious work

composed of

of its members and

W.O. Strickland,

friends, visitations,

H.J. Scott, L.C.

inspiration from the

Oxendine, Alton B.

various singing groups

Ladies Club
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and Harmon Hunt;

Church music

two of which also

has been and still

served as trustees with

is a great part

M.T. Clark, George

of church life.
An early

Hatcher, and the Rev.
Ellis. Serving, as class

account of the

leaders at this time

origin of the New

were H.T. Scott, E.H.

Bethel Church

Hunt, T.H. Locklear,

Choir was

and Reedy Chavis.

provided by Addie

Recognition

Mae Locklear and

is also given to

Ladies Chows

dates back to the
year of 1928, approximately. Musical instruction was

others responsible for the growth of the church
that served in the capacity of pastor, Church School

given by Issac Hunt and Will Taylor. These men gave

Superintendent, or other responsible positions. Pastors

lessons to the members on the reading of the musical

who have served New Bethel include: Reverends P.M.

notes. The chorister at this time was James Curtis

Locklear, H.H. Lowry, Z.R. Jacobs, S.A. Hammonds,

Locklear and his assistant was Arbor Oxendine. Mr

C.C. Lowry, Tommy Swett, Isaiah Locklear, T.O. Chavis,

Locklear served for several years until his illness with

J.R. Lowry, J.E. Oxendine, Belton Bullard, M.L. Lowry,

asthma forced him to give up his work with the choir.

J. Ransom, Monroe Woods, J. Warford Maynor, Ward

Arbor Oxendine took over the duties of directing the

Clark, Jr., Alonzo Oxendine, and James H. Woods

choir and served until Mrs Clover Lee Hunt assumed

who continues to serve at this time.

the leadership of the choir. She served in this

Among those who served earlier as Sunday

capacity until recent years. Under Sis. Clover Lee

School Superintendents include: Lewis Hunt, W.M.

Hunt, the choir was expanded, and enriched, with

Rogers, E.H. Hunt, W.O. Strickland, James Freeman,

other singing groups.Early members of the choir

Marvin Hammonds,

were Manteo

Elton Hunt, R.C.

Clark,
Willie Freeman,

Swett, James H.

Lucy Freeman, Allie

Oxendine, Roy
Spaulding, Marion

Byrd Rogers, Addie

Oxendine, Kenny

Mae Locklear, Reva

Mitchell, Terry L.

Freeman and her

Hunt, who is currently

mother, Retha Hunt,

serving. New pews

Edgar Hunt, and

were installed while

James Freeman.
The Church

Rev. M.L. Lowry
was pastor.

Quartet was
Youth Choir

established
in 1949. The
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Ladies Chorus in

new lights in the

1964. The Young

Sanctuary. New

Peoples group in

land was given

1965. The Bethelettes

to the church that

and Youth Group

greatly expanded

were also established

the boundaries

in the 60's. Vacation

of both church

Bible School had an

ground and the

earlier entrance in

old cemetery, and

Church Life. Youth

required chain

for Christ entered in

fencing to be

1956. Now we look at

installed. (Approx.

Ladies Volleyball Team and coaches
1983) Also, 1981 during this time a brotherhood was
new additions and accomplishments in the life of New

established and remains active. The church's greatest

Bethel Church. Bathrooms were added to the church

revivals were held in 1959 during the pastoral work

in 1965, and an Educational Fellowship Hall was

of Rev. Martin L. Lowry with Rev. Tommy M. Swett

completed in 1968.

as speaker.
There were approximately 45 conversions during

In 1973, land was bought for a new cemetery,
beside lona Church Road, and later completed. Rev.

this revival, and in 1973 under the pastoral work of

J. Warford Maynor began his ministry at New Bethel

Rev. J. Warford Maynor with Rev. Charles W. Maynor

in 1964, and served until 1974. He had a very

as speaker. There were approximately 77 conversions

fruitful ministry! Including the first to serve on a

during that conference year.

full- time basis. And still later, more building was
done to the Church: Major renovations, bricking

Now during the present ministry of the church
an organ has been given in Memory of Bro. Nick
Hunt, an altar

of the church.

ware set was given

New front porch,

in memory of Bro.

stain glass windows,

Glen Freeman,

Sanctuary and

and a piano was

Educational buildings

restored in honor

were joined together.

of Sister Rosa

Rev. Ward Clark, Jr.

Wood's music

was a builder too!

ministry. Other

This work was done

church projects:

in 1978. The following

sound system,

work was done,

padded pews,

rebuilding the Pulpit,
wall to wall carpet,

Young Adults Choir
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new chairs for two classrooms, security system,

planning stage. Our current pastor, Rev. James

the Sanctuary walls and ceiling was sheet rocked,

H. Woods, first served as pastor from 1974-77.

ceilings in back classrooms were redone, new

He was called again in 1985 and continues to

wiring and electrical outlets installed, four new air

serve. Let us go forward continuing to be a mighty

conditioning units for church building, hall carpet

voice in Gods army so that this present

replaced, and the nursery reworked. Our future

generation may be a blessing to our future

plans call for a New Multi-Purpose educational

posterity. The historical information contained herein

building, and in 1994 a building fund was started

was researched, edited, and condensed by Jimmy

for this purpose. Currently we are still in the

D. Sanderson, Willie Jacobs, Jr., and James H.
Woods.

Our Charter Member - Miss Charity Jacobs
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Hopewell Holiness Methodist Church

ROWLAND, NC
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Dedication
I DEDICATE the Historical Study of Hopewell Church

guide, but most of all for being my Mom and the one

to:

who encouraged me, greatly, in the Lord.

1.

The Founding Fore-Fathers, and Descending

(Note: Upon learning of the conception of each of

Generations of Leaders and Workers in appreciation

my children, in obedience to God and His Holy

for their Spiritual Leadership and Workmanship who

Word, and through prayer and supplication; I

were guided by the Holy Spirit.

promised to help teach, train, and nurture them in
the ways and will of God.)

2. The Loving Memory of my Dad, Auzout Grantford

4. The Loving Memory of my youngest daughter,

(A.G.) Lowry, who was my constant Friend,
Teacher, Cheerleader, Comforter, Counselor, and

Christina Lowry Oxendine: Christina was born on

Guide in life's joys, sorrows, hurts, disappointments

Christmas Day in 1965. She lived a short life of 22

and achievements. Often, I thank my God for the

years. She parted this life leaving a strong

Spiritual blessings He bestowed on my Dad who

testimony for her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The

passed them to me so that I could pass the same

night before she took her heavenly flight, (October

on to my children, and on...."from generation to

22, 1988) she witnessed to visiting church friends:

generation". The many long and deep

one was unsaved; the other was out of fellowship

conversations with my Dad about life (Biblical

with the Lord. After the visits, she said to me:

Studies, Education, Church organization, church

"Mom, God is rocking me in His arms." That night

leadership, and church ministry, good and bad

she dreamed of her 2-month-old son, Cody. Her

Christian Living, the good and bad in Social Living,

work on earth is finished; she is at rest where there

the evil of Politics and many other topics) has

will be peace forever more. Amen
5. The Honor of my Surviving Children: Teresa Lowry,

greatly aided and guided me through this endeavor.
He would use basic and simple words to enlighten,

Jo Ann Lowry-Strickland, and Kenton Lowry. The

inspire, teach, comfort, guide, and help one on his

Spiritual course of direction for living a fulfilled life in

way through life. (Example: Before God, one would

Christ was set in motion on the cross and

do well to use moderation in all things (especially in

acknowledged for you before your birth. You have

worship), be obedient, speak to teach, give help,

claimed it by proclaiming Christ as your Savior. It

guidance, comfort etc., listen to learn, to

is my prayer that you strive, daily, to make Christ

understand, to grow in knowledge and wisdom) The

the Lord of your life. He truly wants to help, comfort,

list could go on and on, but for Dad, his work on

and guide you through every situation, concern,

earth is finished, he is now at peace and rest with

and need in your life. This is the heritage you want

his Heavenly Father.

to pass on to your children (my grandchildren):
Marcus, Courtney, Elizabeth (Libby), Cody,

3. The Honor of my Mom, Ethel Lowery: Thank you

Christopher, and Timothy.

for being my friend, my inspiration, my help and
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Preface
IN RECOGNITION of the 100th Anniversary (1900-

family. James A. Lowrie, brother of Calvin C. Lowrie

2000) of the Lumber River Holiness Methodist

and uncle of H.H. Lowrey, family and followers chose

Conference, it has been a privilege and honor to serve

to remain with mainline Methodist now known as

as Hopewell Church Representative on the Historical

the United Methodist Conference.

Committee. In the Hopewell section of writings, I have

They held church worship services in the home of

aimed:
I.

II.

James Lowrie until arrangements were made and their

To tell the fascinating story of the heritage of

new church was built. The church was named Pleasant

Hopewell Church and of how Jesus, the Son of

Grove. The two churches are within a mile of each

God, has been her Savior, her Leader, and her

other. Some of Calvin C. Lowrie's children, who joined

Guide

the switch to the new Native American Conference, later
chose to return to the mainline Methodist Conference.

To give as much of her history as is necessary for

During the ensuing years, continued Christian

understanding the rich, fulfilling, and rewarding

teaching and training, and the Spirit of giving and

ministry of her past.

forgiving has brought healing to both congregations.
III. To show the unselfish sacrifices and self-

Persons from the congregations have joined in

determination of our forefathers in their efforts to

marriage. In recent years, the two churches have

help organize churches and establish self-

held joint revivals.

government, thereof, during very difficult times.

They have supported each other in various types

(The Reconstruction Years)

of activities. Community friendships and fellowships
IV. To emphasize the life, work, and progress of the

have been greatly restored. The spirit of Jesus Christ,

forefathers of our church.

our Lord and Savior, continues to dwell, deeply, within
the Pleasant Grove/Hopewell Congregations and

V. To tell this doubly interesting story in such a

Community.

concrete, vivid, simple way that even our children
will take pleasure in projecting the facts on the

In conclusion, I hope that in this writing the readers

screen of their imagination.

will gain a vivid and clear understanding of how God
can achieve "great and wondrous things" through

VI. To highlight the on-going ministry of Hopewell

obedient servants who are committed to His Kingdom's

Church.

Work on earth!
Church Division Affects Friendships and Family Ties:
The decision by Hopewell Church Delegates to join the

Barbara J. Lowry

new Lumber River Mission Conference created a split in

Hopewell Church Representative

friendships and associations including the Lowrie
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First Row - Daria and Danielle Oxendine, Cory Jacobs, Rebekah and Ladeau Sampson. Second Row - Damien Locklear,
Melissa Locklear, Shelia Sampson, Eldis and Adrian Ransom, Buleah and Francis Ransom, Visitor. Third Row - Brenda
Ransom, Glen Zachary and Joni Oxendine, Jamie, Deborah and Joey Ransom, Lorraine and Conley Ransom, Visitor.

First Row - Daria Oxendine, Stella and E. Daniel Oxendine, Tisha Strickland, Tosha Oxendine. Second Row: Helen Hunt,
Alene Jones, Joni Oxendine, Ronnie Strickland, Zachary Oxendine, Marcus and Ricky Oxendine. Third Row: Glen
Oxendine, Teresa and Chester Tyler, Brannon and Cathy Oxendine.
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First Row - Michael and Sean Oxendine, Andria, Donovan and Deborah Branch, Sally Strickland, Grade Revels, Rev.
Patrick Cummings, Arlita Chappell, Merita Lowry, Cody Oxendine, Jo Ann Strickland, Libby Neville, Barbara Lowry.
Second Row - Visitor, Gordon and Charlotte Branch, Nadine, Keela and Jacinda Cummings, Arianna Locklear, Selena
Cummings, Trent Lowry, Courtney Neville. Third Row - Seth Lowery, Barbara, Bryan K., Jr. and Pastor, Rev. Bryan K.
Oxendine, Terik Cummings.

First Row - Tray Brown, Joey Locklear. Second Row - Brandon, Sierra and Makayla Locklear, Aaron and Vanna Locklear,
Loretta Allen, Scarlet Brown. Third Row - Tabitha and Sandra Locklear, Catherine Jones. Fourth Row - Rayfield Locklear,
Vickie and Vance Locklear, Clark Allen, Chris Brown.
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The History of Hopewell Holiness
Methodist Church
Teaching from generation to generation...;

were lighted with candles, kerosene lamps and the

"Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and

glow from a fire in the fireplace. Families were

attend to know understanding; For I give you good
doctrines; forsake ye not my law. For I was my
father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight
of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto

warmed by the heat from burning wood in open

me, 'Let thine heart retain my words, keep my
commandments and live.' Get wisdom, get
understanding, forget it not, neither decline from
the words of my mouth. Forsake her not, and she

the kitchen. Later, there were stoves that were heated

shall preserve thee; love her, and she shall keep
thee. Wisdom is the principal thing, therefore, get
wisdom; and with all thy getting, get
understanding.”... Proverbs 4: 1-7. "Study to

Imagine living at a time when the mode of

fireplaces which were usually located in each room of
the house. Meals were cooked in pots hanging over
the fire in an open fireplace or brick made ovens in

by firewood, kerosene, or gas and eventually
electricity. The telegraph was the way to send urgent
messages prior to the invention of the telephone.

travel was by horse and buggy, mule and wagon,
horseback, or on foot. The quickest mode of travel
was by train until the invention of the automobile.

show thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth."... II Timothy 2: 15.

An airplane would have been a figment of one's
imagination, and going to the moon? - completely
impossible!!
Whatever the circumstances or way of life at

The forefathers and founders of Hopewell
Holiness Methodist Church and parents of

any given time, the citizens of Hopewell community

descending generations came from a rich heritage

had the will, strength and courage to aim high

of Biblical teaching and training in the home and at

and establish goals that would give purpose and

church. They also realized the importance of making

meaning to their lives. The accomplishments and

it possible for their children to receive a formal

successes of their life's work and dreams were

education. And so it was, still is, and always will

always passed from generation to generation

be the three most important institutions needed to

with the hope of improving the lives of future

nurture, teach, and train the soul of man for God's

generations.
FAMILY LIFE - Survival was a family affair.

kingdom work here on earth: (1) A Christian Home,
(2) A Place To Gather For Worship With Others

It required the participation and support of the

(Churches), and (3) A Well Established Educational

entire family. Life was planned and lived by the

Institution (Schools-Colleges).

seasons. They raised their meat or hunted for it.
Winter and summer gardens provided a large variety

A Christian Home/Family Life and Worship

of wholesome vegetables and fruits for the family.

Imagine life prior to the invention of electricity. Homes

Other nutritional foods could be gathered from nut
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trees, fruit trees and grapevines. Hand pumps and

Instill a much deeper and stronger appreciation,

wells were a means of providing water for families

reverence, and respect for God, for His kingdom's

and animals. Families built their own homes, storage

work on earth, and the eternal hope of a home in

barns, tobacco barns, out-houses and other buildings

heaven. Church time was also a time to fellowship

as needed. Oft-times, they built their furniture, and

with one another, to inspire, and to lift each

made their pillows and mattresses from cotton or corn

other up.

shucks.
FAMILY WORSHIP - Worshipping and learning

Education/Preparation For Work

about God began with the family in the home. Parents

An education was greatly valued, desired,

read and taught the Bible to their children, daily.

and demanded by most parents. The leadership skills

Children were taught and encouraged to pray every

and accomplishments of many of the past scholars of

night before going to bed. Many families also had

Hopewell Church, who have given a lifetime of labor

family prayer before bedtime. In many homes, family

and love to the establishment, development, and

prayer time was held morning, noon, and night. No

continuation of Hopewell Holiness Methodist Church

one dared to begin eating before "grace" was said

and the Lumber River Conference, were afforded

at morning, noon, and evening meals. Just as strongly

opportunities to receive a formal education under

as you were taught the characteristics and virtues of

extenuating circumstances.

Christian living, you were expected to exemplify them

The stakes were high and the cost was great. But

in your daily living.

determined to press on - they were; and determined
to overcome-they did.

Church Worship
Weekly church worship was a time to instill

"Teaching from Generation
to Generation. . ."

and extend the spiritual virtues and values that were
taught and learned at home. It was, also, a time to

Early beginnings
Social Religious and Political Background
Hopewell! What is in the name? The word hope

America, in 1590, was made on one large ship

means: To wish for something with expectation.

accompanied by two smaller ships. The larger ship

The word well means: In a good and proper

carried food, supplies, and the second grouping of

manner - In a comfortable or affluent manner.

British Colonist who wanted to settle in the new world.

John White's second voyage from England to

How has the name Hopewell been used through

The name of the larger ship was "Hopewell"! 1

the ages? A Burial Mound Mortuary Cult in the valley

Churches, towns, and cities across America have

of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers was named

been named "Hopewell". In Virginia, a city is named

"Hopewell".

Hopewell. A group of Indian People, in a Robeson
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County Indian Community in North Carolina, named

themselves. It would be true to say that until 1660,

their church "Hopewell”. The Indian People's journey

North Carolina was Indian country. 2

to this appointed place and moment in time (the year
2000) was long and treacherous.

Croatan Identity - Who were the Indians located
along the Lumber River banks in Robeson County,
North Carolina? Some historians believe them to have

Social Background

been descendants of the Hatteras, a coastal tribe, and

The journey began with explorers, from other

Sir Walter Raleigh's Lost Colony of 1587. Others say

countries, landing on the shores of the New World,

they were descendants of the Eastern Sioux; still some

America. The new territory was first discovered

see them as an amalgam of tribes and races.

by a Spanish explorer named Christopher

In 1701, John Lawson, a British Explorer, was

Columbus. He planted Spain's flag in the Americas

commissioned to explore the interior of the Carolinas.

in 1492. For almost one hundred years, Spain

His journey began from a Charleston port of entry.

extended her rule over Mexico, Central America,

Later, he became Surveyor-General for North

most of South America, and most of the islands

Carolina. He identified fifteen different Indian tribes,

in the Caribbean.

estimating that there were 4,780 Indians in eastern

During these years England had been a weak

North Carolina. One group he called the "Paspitank

island nation, torn by civil wars and other internal

Indians" noting that they were more civilized than the

problems. She was envious of Spain's American

rest. They lived along the banks of the Pasquotank

empire, but she had neither the money nor the

River, kept cattle, and made butter. Unlike the other

strength to try to build up an American empire of

Indians, they wore stockings and breeches, hats,

her own. But, by the 1570's, this was beginning to

shoes and linen shirts. They were more favorable of

change. A slim young queen, Elizabeth I, had come

equal distribution of land than other tribes who were

to the throne in 1558, and had won the hearts of her

mainly hunters. 2

countrymen as no other ruler of England ever had.

It may be that the Paspitank Indians later on

She was able to bring to an end the religious and

encountered problems with the settlers from Virginia.

political quarrels that had divided England for so

Leaving the banks of the Pasquotank River, they

long. With peace came prosperity and confidence
and an eagerness for exploration and adventure.

1

History records that the first English expedition to

migrated southwestward into lower Bladen County
which became Robeson County in 1787. This was a
remote area of excellent farmland.2

discover the shores of the Carolinas was organized
and sent on the journey by Sir Walter Raleigh of

Clifton Oxendine, Professor Emeritus of History at
Pembroke State University, wrote:

England. Raleigh, the Capitol of North Carolina,
was named after Sir Walter Raleigh.
For seventy years after Sir Walter Raleigh lost his

... In 1730, Scotchmen began to arrive in
what is now Robeson County. The universal tradition
among the descendants of these first White settlers

colony on Roanoke Island, until the earliest white

is that their ancestors found an Indian settlement on

settlers moved into the Albemarle region from

Lumber River. . . They were living in European type

Virginia, the Indians had North Carolina to

houses, speaking English, tilling the soil in a rude
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manner, and practicing in rather imperfect ways

in this evangelistic attempt. They also hoped that the

some of the arts practiced by the civilized people

colonial governors would support the work of the

of Europe.

3

church which might allow the colonies to expand

Hamilton McMillian represented Robeson County

while placing a buffer between whites and the more
savage natives. 2

in the state legislature in 1885. As friend and
neighbor to many Indians in his district, his interest in

John Wesley arrived in America, in 1735. He was

history led him to research their origin. He concluded

warned not to venture inland to call on the Choctaw

that they were descendants of the "Lost Colony' and

Indians for fear of retaliation by the French. So for

coastal tribes, citing many tribal influences. McMillian

less than two years, he ministered to the American

convinced the General Assembly to enact an official

Indians in and around the area of Charleston, SC and

name and separate schools. The law, enacted in

Savannah, Ga. sailing back to England, Wesley

1885, provided that:

considered his mission a failure. But, his failed mission

Said Indians and their descendants shall hereafter

was not the end of Methodism's efforts to minister to

be designated and known as Croatan Indians: . . .

the Indians of America, and the Indians of Robeson

and that descendants shall have separate schools for
their chil dren.. .

County, North Carolina in particular.

3

2

The Methodist-Episcopal Church was formally
organized in Baltimore in 1784 and made it clearly

Religious Beginnings

known that it was a religious body that welcomed all

British colonist and the American Indians viewed each

believers. Dr. Thomas Coke, one of the first bishops

other with curiosity and some fear. The few Indians

and a principal in the organization, announced

who had been introduced to the Royal Court were

in 1789 there were indications that the Methodist

friendly and many of their people could be hospitable if

Episcopal Church has enrolled at least a few Indians

given a fair chance. Yet, the invasion of the colonist

in its "societies" as the churches were then called.

caused other Indians to feel very insecure and

Writing about the condition and prospects for the

threatened which caused them to act in a defensive/

growing church, he said, "And through the blessings

hostile manner.

of God we are now determined to use our efforts to

Colonist engaged in early settlements expected to

introduce the gospel among the Indians."

subdue the Indians, calm their hostile instincts or else

2

In the early beginnings of the denomination,

keep them out of the way. The Church of England
viewed the colonial ventures as an opportunity to

Francis Asbury was the only widely itinerant

convert the Indian people which might prove quite

Methodist leader traveling through North Carolina.

a spiritual harvest. For that reason, the church

He preached in the Lumberton area in 1787, 1803,

organized the Society for the Propagation of the

1805, 1807, 1809, 1811, 1812, and 1813. 2

Gospel in Foreign Parts, beginning as early as 1701,
to make plans for the conversion and civilization

Political Background

of the Indians. Only a year later, its agents began

During the 18th Century, life changed, drastically,

entering various ports along the eastern seaboard

for the Croatan Indians. They had lived peaceful,
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Allen Lowrie: 1819 - Married Mary Polly

metes and bounds and fee simple titles for their

Cumbo, said to be a woman of Portuguese extraction,

property. For the majority, their word was their bond.

and the daughter of Stephen Cumbo. Allen was a

They accepted and respected each other‟s claims by

War Veteran and served from 1812 to 1819. They

word of mouth. As the Scots arrived and settled in on

became the parents of thirteen children:

the lands, they began to layout land boundaries and

Sinclair Lowrie

write out deeds that were descriptive of the property

James Lowrie

which they wanted to claim. Therefore, it became

Patrick Lowrie (Methodist Minister and Justice of Peace)

necessary for the Croatan Indians to write up deeds

William Lowrie (Shot to death along with his father,

and lay claim to the land which they had cleared,

Allen Lowrie)

come to love, and had cultivated for a long time.

Patricia Lowrie

During this time, a strong foundation was laid for

Calvin Lowrie (Methodist Minister)

future generations of Croatan (Lumbee) Indian People

Sally Jane (Pent) Lowrie

because some acquired considerable holdings.

Thomas Lowrie

Sadly, the days of living in peace, trust, and harmony

Steven Lowrie

with their fellowman was fast becoming a thing of

Henry Berry Lowrie (Vowed to avenge the unjust death

the past.

of his father and brother)

Purdy Lowrie

Settlement of a People:

Polly (Arry) Lowrie

The Lowrie Family took root in Robeson County when

Purline (Puss) Lowrie

James A. Lowrie, Jr., son of Colonial Judge James

The Allen Lowrie Family joined the ranks of those

A. Lowry in Virginia, arrived in 1731. In 1734, he

who took a strong stand against the evil and unjust

married Priscilla Berry, a granddaughter of Henry

ways of life imposed upon the Croatans. They were

Berry who came with John White's Colony from

equally dedicated to helping maintain or improve life

England in 1587. James had no Indian blood.

for all by fair and just means. The Lowrie's reaction

Priscilla was a blond, one-half Tuscarora, Indian

and diverse ways of responding to the political and

girl. One of their sons was named William.

social upheaval of their day and time is of much

William Lowrie: 1778 - Married Betty Locklear,

interest.

one-half Tuscarora Indian, who was the daughter

Early in the 19th Century (1800's), more Southern

of Bennet Locklear. William was a soldier in the

Settlers became stereotypes and racists which induced

Revolutionary War and received a Wounded Pension

prejudices that led to acts of mistrust, trickery, lying,

from 1775 - 1835. One of their children was a son

cheating, betrayal, and other forms of abuse towards

named Allen Lowrie.

the Croatan Indians in Robeson County. Whirlwinds of

The Allen and Mary Polly Lowrie Family was very

racial prejudices, discrimination, and bigotry took root

involved in the political, social, and religious events

and invaded their private and social lives. Emotions

that transpired in Robeson County during their

ran high. Two unrelated strains of racism, also, were

lifetime.

identified: One was aimed at Indians because they
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owned lands, the other was aimed at blacks because

forts, resentment and open rebellion led to Civil War.

they threatened the lie of racial supremacy. 3

Resisting orders to serve in these capacities led to

After 1835, the Croatan Indians continued to

being killed or living the life of a fugitive (on the run).

watch, with much uneasiness, the development and

Allen Lowrie was a prominent Indian land owner.

shaping of matters that would affect their future

His land and homestead was located one-half mile

"freedoms of expressions". They had met the

from Hopewell Church. Allen and his sons, along with

responsibilities of citizenship. Yet, in many ways,

others, refused to work as forced laborers. The Home

they were not being recognized nor treated as

Guard began to watch the Lowrie‟s with suspicion.

responsible citizens. The Croatan Indians were

Tensions built and turned to violence. Allen and his

denied the benefits of new laws that offered new

son, William, were court-marshaled and executed on

opportunities and privileges for people to improve

March 8, 1865. According to legend they were made

their status and standing in life.

to dig their graves. No known effective action was

At first, the Indian People of Robeson County

taken against their executioners. Their permanent

were not recognized as Tribal Indians nor as a race

graves are located on a portion of the Allen Lowrie

of people. They were identified as Free Non-Whites.

property which currently serves as the cemetery for

Much bitterness, resentment, anger, frustration,

Pleasant Grove Methodist Church.

confusion and bloodshed occurred when other
citizens tried to use the Indians as free labor, or take

Lowrie War

their property. Farmers, of other races were known to

Having watched the horrible execution, Henry Berry

have put their horse, cow and/or pig in an Indian

Lowrie and two of his brothers, Thomas and Steven,

Family's pasture or pen during the night and bring the

vowed to avenge the unjust death of their father, Allen,

law to the Indian Family's home the next morning to

and their brother, William. Therefore, they began

accuse them of stealing their animal(s). Realizing he

evading authorities. Henry Berry was age 18 at this

had little chance for justice in courts operated by the

time and for a period of ten years (1864-1874), he

White Race, the Indian would offer to perform some

lead a band of young avengers comprised of all the

type of free labor for a period of time or forfeit some

local races against oppression from racists. They

of his property to keep charges from being made

terrorized Robeson County powers by robbing their

against him.

homes, stores, and even the County Court House, but
they never killed, mistreated or abused their wives and

In 1840, the NC General Assembly passed a law
prohibiting all non-whites from owning or carrying

children. Henry Berry often shared the stolen goods

weapons without a license from the Court of Pleas

with the poor and with those who had been, racially,

and Quarter Sessions located in their county. The

mistreated and abused.
Living life "on the run", the band did not stay

Indians, already feeling betrayed and antagonized,

in one place very long. Lowrie and his followers hid

did not turn their weapons in nor did they ask for
permission to keep them.

3

in the homes and outside buildings of family and
friends and in the swamps. They were often seen on

Finally, when the Indians were going to be forced

the highways or at work for citizens, and they even

to labor, like the blacks, in Confederate camps and
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ventured to attend church occasionally at New Hope,
a church in Scuffletown, now known as Pembroke.
It was observed that they always went armed. Henry
Berry was an accomplished musician. He liked to
sing, and play the piano and banjo.

The Wishart's Diary from UNC states that on
October 29, 1871, Henry Berry, Steve, Andrew and
Boss attended a public speaking at "Bear Swamp"
on educational topics. Each carried two double
barreled guns.4
Lowrie's twelve most trusted men had killed and
been killed. Although a bounty was offered for Henry
Berry's capture, sheriff posses, Pinkerton Detectives,
Confederate Soldiers, and the United States Army
were never able to capture him. He disappeared in
1874, leaving behind a young wife and three small
children. 3
Calvin Canada (C. C.) Lowrie was, a son of Allen
Lowrie, and brother to Henry Berry Lowrie. On one

Calvin Canada (C. C.) Lowrie was born on

occasion, Calvin was arrested along with others of

January 15, 1835. His bride to be, Maria Sampson,

the Lowrie Band but was released because of

was born March 17, 1839. Maria was the daughter

insufficient evidence on the charges laid against him.

of Henry and Nancy Sampson. They were married
in March of 1858 at the home of the bride in Moss
Neck, North Carolina. Calvin and Maria gave birth
to 12 Children.
Calvin C. Lowrey became a devout promoter
of church development around 1856. When the
Methodist-Episcopal Church - South removed all nonwhite members from their rolls, the Croatan Indians
maintained their established churches and formed
other congregations of worshippers where needed.
After the separation of members, the MethodistEpiscopal Church -North began visiting and
encouraging the Indian Congregations in their efforts.
A visiting Elder from the Methodist-Episcopal Church

The Calvin C Lowrie Homestead in the Hopewell Community.

- North licensed Calvin to preach. 3
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people" in worshipping God". . . (Record of Deeds

tirelessly promoting Methodist Churches in the

HH, Page 486)

respective communities, and local schools for

5

The terminology used in the Diary of Rev. Hector

children. Calvin told his fellow Indian families and

Maclean (1832 -1879), which is filed with the

friends, "It is time to remove our church services from

papers of H. Hodgin in the Robeson County Public

River Banks and private homes," and he began to

Library in Lumberton, NC, speaks highly of the

assemble lumber, money and labor. They built

Croatan Indian congregations' interest and desire to

"Sheds" which were referred to as "Brush Harbors".

learn and grow spiritually. But, the Circuit Riding

Later, new churches were built at or near the "Brush

Preacher, Rev. MacLean, would refer to them as the

Harbor" sites. The records from 1865-1870 show him

Mulatoes in Robeson County, NC. The following were

building churches, recruiting members and ministers.

selected from entries in his diary: 6

His brother assisted at Hope Church. W. L. Moore

1. Sabbath November 29, 1835 - Preached to the

worked in the Prospect area. W. R. Woodell worked

Mulatoes in Robeson County, NC. Attended here

at Bethel. Calvin directed Hopewell and

for the purpose of organizing a Sabbath School.

Thessalonica. His sons soon joined the work.

3

How I feel for these poor ignorant people. May

The first legal name, Croatan Indian, was given to

God bless the means which are now used for them,

the "free people" of Robeson County in 1885. In later

and bring salvation to them.

years, the name of Croatan Indian was changed to

2. Sabbath - July 31, 1836 - Preached to the poor

Indians of Robeson County, then to Cherokee Indian,

Mulatoes of Robeson. When I reached here, found

and to the Lumbee Indian.

the Sabbath School going on. This day three

In 1885, the State of North Carolina approved

months, I was here before, and I clearly perceived

funds to establish public schools for the Croatan

that the scholars are rapidly progressing. The

Indians in Robeson County. Many of the Croatans

progress of the school is such as to speak well of

donated land for the purpose of establishing a school

the diligence of the scholars, and of the attention

building thereon. Usually, the land would be located

of the teachers - The congregation was very large.

near a church, and the church and school would

The subject the same as last Sabbath. Many felt

carry the same name. (Example: Hopewell Church,

deeply. The tears were trickling down the furrowed

Hopewell School) Demeaning terms were used to

cheeks of many - The Lord gave me utterance and

identify or refer to the Croatan Indians on court deeds

seemed to bless his own truth. 0 may the Lord

for church and school properties. As a people of color,

bring salvation to this poor neglected people!

the Croatan Indians were referred to as "mulattos or

The prospect now is truly encouraging and may it

colored people".

still brighten, till every soul here shall come to a

The following is an example of these statements on

knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus!

3. Sabbath July 9, 1937. Among the Mulatoes

land deeds . . . "They shall erect and build, or cause
to be erected and built, thereon a house or houses

of Robeson. This people was affected to tears -

for the use of the "colored people" in educating the

many are learning well in the S. School. May the

"colored children" and also for the use of the "colored

Lord prosper the efforts which are making!
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a white person nor freedman among them.---They

(Luke) Moore Family, and many other Indian Leaders

have a good church almost finished, the middle pew

and Families of the Robeson County area, were

reserved for white people who sometimes out number

members of the Methodist-Episcopal Church, South

the Croatans. The protracted meeting this year was

of the Blue Ridge Atlantic Mission Conference. Four

the best in the history of their church and they will, I

sons of C. C. and Maria Lowrey, Henry H., Canada,

think, pay every dollar of their assessment, besides

French, and D. F., became ordained ministers in the

their gifts to our preacher. During the revival Rev.

above named conference. Henry H. was the first

Henry Lowry was present part of the time and

Native Ordained Pastor (Blue Ridge Conference

preached finely for his age. He is 22 years old, son

Minutes 1892).

of Calvin Lowry, was educated at Greensboro, N. C.,
belongs to the Methodist-Episcopal Church, and is a

Rev. H. H. Lowrey, having obtained seniority

Nephew of Henry Berry Lowry."

among his colleagues, was accepted in the Methodist-

Significant educational accomplishments were

Episcopal Church in 1893. His acquired leadership
skills to govern a group of people and his competent

made during the latter decades of the 1800s, and

ability to teach and preach the Word of God had

religious affiliations and denominational changes

proven his spiritual worth to his peers. But "non-

occurred as well. But, in the midst of good, evil is

whites" continued to be denied the full right to

always present. Racial prejudices and oppressions

exercise their leadership skills and abilities. Indians

began to inflict the "spiritual lives" of the Croatans.

and Blacks were not allowed to hold positions on the

After 1870 the Methodist-Episcopal Church - South

conference administrative level. Rev. H. H. Lowrey is

decided to "separate-out" non-white members from its

quoted as having said: "If I am intelligent enough to

church rolls. Croatan religious leaders, immediately,

write up conference reports, I am intelligent enough

organized native congregations and maintained

to present the reports to the conference."

already established churches.
Church services were led by Class Leaders.

In October, Rev. Jonathan Sanford, Pastor of
Centenary Methodist Church of Rowland NC, wrote to

The Methodist-Episcopal Church - North began to

the Raleigh Christian Advocate in regard to his charge

interact and encourage the native congregations in

for 1886. He wrote concerning the Croatan Indians of

their efforts to organize and maintain their churches.

Bethel Church (now known as Dogwood Baptist):

The Methodist-Episcopal Church - South, seemingly,
was intimidated by this racially undaunted association

"This church is separate and independent of all
others, a congregational Methodist-Episcopal Church

between the two groups. The MEC-South soon re-drew

served by the preacher in charge of the Robeson

the district boundary lines of the Blue Ridge Conference

Circuit in accordance with their own choice. The

to include the native congregations in the ME Church-

government and doctrines are the same as the M. E.

South district. 3
Many Native Preachers and Leaders and church

South, except the Pastor is Bishop and Presiding Elder
and has absolute control officially, as well in money

members grew tired and weary of the constant

matters, which is separate from his salary on the

upheaval of church and conference relations that

circuit. They have 115 communicants, and there is not

denied them equal opportunities and they wanted a
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change. They wanted to be free to govern and lead

Church in 1884-85. (Pages 20 - 35) The names of

the Croatan Indian Churches in the work of the Lord.

Rev. C. C. Lowrey, his mother and father, his siblings,

It is with this concept in mind that Rev. H. H.

his wife and children are recorded on these church

Lowrey approached his dad, Rev. C. C. Lowrey,

rolls. It is within this section, too, that Hopewell Church

with the idea and suggestion of organizing a local

is mentioned (Page 36, 37, 86 & 87). Members are

Indian Conference to govern the Indian Churches.

recorded as having moved their membership from

His dad was not pleased with this idea and tried to

Bear Swamp Methodist-Episcopal Church to Hopewell

discourage his sons from pursuing it. But they were

Church in 1893. Rev. Welton Lowry, son of William

determined to press on. Family members believe that

(Billy) Lowrie, says, "The Rev. C. C. Lowrie family, as

the ensuing action of his sons in this matter became

well as other Lowrie Families, first went to church at

very stressful and deeply disturbing to Rev. C. C and

New Hope ME Church. From there they went to the

possibly hastened his death on June 10, 1892.

Bear Swamp ME Church, and from there to Hopewell

In the latter 1800‟s and early 1900's, some

at the current location." Although not documented,

Croatan/Lumbee Indian Churches were placed under

there's speculation that the Bear Swamp ME

the supervision of the newly formed Atlantic Mission

Academy/Church was located on or near the grounds

Conference. A Church Record Book of the Methodist-

of Bear Swamp Baptist Church. Bear Swamp Baptist

Episcopal Church, kept by Rev. H. H. Lowrey, is a

Church was organized in 1882. It has been said that

record of Croatan/Lumbee Indian Church history from

the Bear Swamp ME Academy/Church was a religious

1884 until 1892 the information is recorded under

school that was used to train people for church

seven (7) headings.

8

leadership. However, due to the racial tensions of that

I. Pastors: Pastoral assignment of Rev. H. H.

period, the congregation believed that their church

Lowrey in 1886 and 1892.

(like others) had been mysteriously burned.

II. Official Members: The last names of some

V. Probationers: New members were put on

official members were as follows: Lowrey, Oxendine,

probation for a designated period of time. The church

Brayboy, Jacob, Bullard, Chavis, Moore, Spaulding,

would love and nurture "the spiritual newborn" in the

Mainor, Sanderson, Smith, and Revels.

Word of God and help them to begin to grow spiritually.

III. Classes: Union Chapel, New Prospect,

Also, a member was placed on probation when

Thessalonica, Bethel, and Bear Swamp Academy were

they went astray from their commitment to Christ.

recognized as Class Churches in these records. (Note:

The member was restored to the full fellowship of the

On page 8, a line was drawn through the name of

body of believers at the end of the probation period if

Bear Swamp Academy and the name Hopewell

he/she professed confession and repentance of their sin.

was written underneath, A date was not recorded

VI. Marriages (Hopewell People): French Lowrey,

on this page.

who married Annabella Oxendine on February 1 of
1894, was a son of C. C. and Maria Lowrey. French

IV. Members In Full Connection: Members In Full
Connection were recognized by church membership.

& Annabella were the parents of the late W. Q. A.

Although not recognized as a Class Church, a church

Lowry, who was the father of Ilene and the late

membership roll was recorded on New Hope ME

Kenneth and Stinson Lowry.
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VII. Baptisms (Hopewell People): Baptisms of the

Methodist

Church

Indians and affected a number of churches in

following Hopewell people are recorded.

the Atlantic Mission Conference of the Methodist

Parents

Children Baptized

Episcopal Church. Among these was Hopewell,

H. H. & Julia Lowrey

John A. B. Lowrey

the home church of H. H. Lowrey. Mr. Lowry was

Walter A. Lowrey

a probationary member of the Atlantic Mission

Cotty O. Lowrey

Conference. He left it and became a leader in the

Berty Lowrey

Holiness Methodist Conference which was organized

Plummer H. Lowrey

on October 26, 1900 at Union Chapel Church.

James R. Lowrey

Hopewell Church, except for seven dissenting

Purley Lowrey

members, voted to join the Holiness Methodist

Martin L. Lowrey

Church, and apparently took over the property."

Amanda Lowrey

Included in The Encyclopedia of "Native

Martha L. Lowrey

American Religions" is the following write up on

Abner & Josephine Lowrey

Canada & Peggie D. Lowrey

Note: At the turn of the 20th Century, the many

Henry H. Lowry:

changes that took place in religious denominations

9

10

HENRY H. LOWRY (?-1935). Lumbee. The first

and church affiliations, throughout North Carolina

presbyter of the Lumbee Methodist Conference. The

Conferences, is referred to as "The Reconstruction

conference was organized in 1900 after Lowry led

Years". In Robeson County, tempers were flaring and

a group of his people away from the established

racial slurs were very much on the rise. It has been

Methodist organization to establish a native

stated that several Indian churches, including the first

conference dedicated to the goal of Lumbee self-

Hopewell Church and New Jerusalem Church, were

determination. Following these actions, Lowry and his

burned, mysteriously, during this period of time. Yet,

followers were expelled from the Methodist-Episcopal

dreams to be "free" to teach, lead, and inspire their

Church in 1902 and warned against baptizing

people in the Kingdom Work of God on earth were

members or conducting marriage ceremonies.

about to become a reality.

The newly-established organization was named

In October of 1900, Rev. H. H. Lowrey called

the Holiness Methodist Church of the Lumbee River

a meeting of Indian Delegates at his home church,

Annual Conference, generally known as the Lumbee

Hopewell. The Lumbee River Holiness Methodist

Methodist Conference. Lowry's nine children, who

Conference was born and organized for service.

pioneered in various professions among the Lumbee

The first conference was held at Union Chapel Church

people, included two medical doctors, a pharmacist,

on October 26, 1900. However, W. L. (Luke) Moore,

educators and a minister who completed a divinity

a proven competent leader, along with other Native

degree. By 1974 the Lumbee Conference included

Preachers and Delegates chose for their churches to

seven churches. After Lowry died in 1935, he was

remain with the mainline Methodist Churches.

succeeded by other family members.

A book entitled: Methodist Episcopal Church
in North Carolina, 1865-1939, By: Rev. George

"Teaching from Generation to
Generation..."

William Bumgarner, Page 227 states: "In 1900 the
"holiness" movement spread among the Lumbee
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Birth of the Church
A DEED for the first Hopewell Church building

Conference when the Methodist Episcopal Church,

has not been found on file at the Robeson County

South reunited in 1939.

Courthouse. The earliest record is a reference made

The first available Hopewell Church roll is titled:

to Hopewell Church in Robeson County that is

Hopewell Class Book Revised from 1sf Quarter held

administrated by the Lumbees. Reference # 3 states

at Hopewell January 3rd, 1902. A second roll titled:

that from 1865 to 1870, Rev. C. C. Lowrie led

Hopewell Class Book Revised This April 20, 1902,

the effort to build Native American Churches.

lists members who transferred from the Atlantic Mission

He directed Hopewell and Thessalonica.

Conference to the Lumber River Mission, now known
as the Lumber River Holiness Methodist Conference.12

The second reference is found in the Lumbee
Petition for Federal Acknowledgement. Reverend J.

Some names listed on the Atlantic Mission Conference

Claude Chaffin writes in a letter about his grandfather,

roll under Bear Swamp M. E. Church appear on these

who was a Methodist minister in Robeson County. In

the first available Hopewell Church rolls.

the period from 1865 through 1884, the Reverend

The first structure was located near the entrance

W. S. Chaffin served Methodist churches in the Moss

to the cemetery. When several had gathered for the

Neck area - Union, New Hope, and Saddletree, as well

final cleaning in and around their newly structured

as, Hopewell, Horeb, and Asbury.

church building, they decided on a name for the

Grandfather seems to have had a good ministry

church. Calvin (C.N.) Lowry (Grand-son of C. C.

in the churches prior to the last months of 1867. He

and Maria Lowrey) proudly quotes his grand-mother,

refers to a two-day meeting at Hopewell at which a

Maria, as having said: "I sure hope the church does

large congregation was present and a deep, powerful

well." Someone else said, "That's it. Let "Hopewell"

feeling in the meeting...........

be the name of the church."

In a letter to Adolph Dial, J. Claude Chaffin,

We shall always be thankful and proud of

wrote'1:

our forefathers, the founders of Hopewell Church.

In 1865, the Methodist Churches in Robeson

We rejoice that God put it into the hearts of these His

County were affiliated with the Methodist Episcopal

people to build this church to the "glory and honor"

Church, South. In the years 1868 or 1869, the

of "His Holy Name".
The church was, located in the center of an area

Methodist Episcopal Church began sending
preachers into the Southern States, and in the

that became known as the Hopewell Community.

tension and difficulty in Robeson in the late 1860's

The beautiful location was shaded by Hickory, Gum,

the churches I have mentioned [the Indian Churches

and Pine trees. It was located five (5) miles South of

of Union, New Hope, Saddletree, Hopewell, Horeb,

Pembroke, NC on State Road 1154. Two (2) miles

and Asbury] may have become affiliated with the

to the West of the church is NC Highway 710 which

Methodist Episcopal Church. Several United

runs from North to South.

Methodist Churches in Robeson today, as you know,

Between 1902 and early 1904, the first Hopewell

actually became affiliated with the North Carolina

Church building burned. The current site of Hopewell
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Church is where the second structure was built.

Robeson County Courthouse. To secure the property

Edmund and Sallie Lowry (parents of Auzout Lowry

and the use thereof, two grand-sons of Calvin and

- grand-parents of Carol, Cencia, Gala & Barbara)

Maria Lowrey (Calvin (C. N.) and Jason Lowry)

gave the land for this the second Hopewell Church

recorded a deed (HHH 132-A) for the said property

building to be built upon. Record of Deeds: 4 U,

with the Robeson County Register of Deeds on

Page 367. 13 The church was dedicated in 1909. The

November 24, 1978.

pastor was Rev. H. H. Lowrey.

to be used as the Hopewell Cemetery.

14

That track of land continues

Maria Sampson Lowrey, gave 1 Acre of land to

"Teaching from Generation
to Generation. . ."

Hopewell Church to use for a cemetery. A deed could
not be found in the Register of Deeds Dept. at the

Hopewell Church Building and Structure Transitions Through The Years
OF THE first church building, we know only that it

sections of pews. The men would sit in the pews

was a one-room structure. We could not locate a

on the extreme left side of the church. The women

picture of that church building'

would sit in the pews on the extreme right side of the

The second (current) church building began as a

church. Families who wanted to sit together sat in the

one-room structure as well. Through the years it has

middle section of pews.

undergone several major renovations on the inside

Sunday School classes were divided into four

and outside. Extensions, additions and replacements

classes which were located in one of the four corners

to the original structure have occurred within the life

of the church. The Sunday School Superintendent and

span of Hopewell Church. Although we could not

Secretary's desk was located in front of the pulpit at

locate a picture of the beginning structure, several

the front of the church.

current members remember well the setting of the

The church was heated by burning wood in a

interior structure.

pot-bellied heater which was placed about midway

At the entrance of the church, two doors led to

the pews on the right side of the church.

the inside. Only men and boys of age entered and

Later, the separate entrances and exits to the

exited the church through the door on the left side.

church for male and female was changed to one

Only women and their children entered and exited

entrance for all. The original steeple remained on top

the church through the door on the right side. There

of the church until the new porch and steeple were

were three rows of pews on each side of the pulpit.

added. The wings added to each side of the church

These areas were referred to as the "a-men corners"

sanctuary contained four classrooms (four upstairs,

of the church. Mostly, the elder men and church

and four downstairs). The four upstairs classrooms

leaders would sit in the pews on the left side of the

have never been utilized. This construction took

pulpit. The elderly women would sit in the pews to the

place in 1948-49 under the Pastoral leadership of

right side of the pulpit. Facing the pulpit were three

Rev. J. R. Lowry.
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In 1961, renovations and upgrades were begun
on the inside of the sanctuary. The walls, ceiling and
floor were previously finished with timber boards.
Sheet rock was hung on the walls. The ceiling was
replaced with upgraded material. The sky and trees
are visible through the windows at the rear of the
sanctuary. The original pews are still in use although
they have been rearranged into two sections. The
two original pulpit chairs are still in place and one
is holding the Sunday School Registry. The Sunday
School Superintendent and Secretary's desk and
Earliest available picture of Hopewell Church

chairs are still located in the sanctuary. The original

The church was bricked in 1950 under the

podium is replaced with a temporary one.

Pastoral leadership of Rev. Isaiah Locklear.
Drinking water was pumped with the hand pump
under the gazebo located in front of the church.
When the pump was in use, a hewed out log was
placed by the pump to catch the overflow of water.
Prebble Lowry Oxendine has provided hanging
baskets and other plant decorations for the gazebo.
Under the Pastoral leadership of Rev. J. W. Locklear,
1959 - 1967, Prebble led an effort to restore the
Gazebo. When former church family and friends
who lived elsewhere learned of her efforts, they sent
contributions to help with the project. The Gazebo

1961 Inside Renovation Began

has recently undergone another restoration and

A plan of action was developed for rearranging

remains a beautiful highlight and attraction to the

the pulpit and placing new furniture in the sanctuary.

grounds. Prebble is the oldest blood-line member

In 1961, the electric heating system was installed,

remaining at Hopewell. She is the daughter of Abner

carpet was laid in the sanctuary, the new pews were

Lowrey and she will always be remembered as an

installed, and the pulpit furniture was put in place.

active leader and an inspiring advocate of the

Mr. Earl Ransom (son of the late Mr. & Mrs. Conley

beautification of the grounds of Hopewell Church

Ransom and grandson of the late Abner Lowrey) and

through the years. Recent health problems have

his wife, the late Vertie Lee, were instrumental leaders

greatly limited her efforts in this area.

in this endeavor.

Toilet facilities were provided in the form of outhouses located in the once wooded area on the right
side of the church; one each for male and female.

The new cornice and the newly hung pulpit drape
was initiated by then pastor, the late Rev. J. W.
Locklear. Drapes were also hung over the windows
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on each side. The new sanctuary furnishings were put

were just before caving in. A temporary place of

in place. However, the original light fixtures remain.

worship was arranged by setting up all of the

Three classrooms, and two rest-rooms (male and

sanctuary furnishings in the fellowship hall.

female) were added at the rear of the sanctuary.
The smallest classroom was later converted to a
storage room. Finally, the new porch (housing the
new steeple) is added to the front of the sanctuary.
Excitement fills the air as ground breaking
ceremonies for the new fellowship hall are about to
begin. Upon completion, the fellowship hall contained
two rest-rooms, a storage room, a kitchen and dining
1991 Decay of Church Interior of Sanctuary

area. The beautiful furnishings provide a wonderful

Immediately, the work was begun. The ceiling was

atmosphere for fellowship and fun for the church family.

removed and the interior walls were stripped down
to the exterior. All flooring was completely removed.
One evening when work had ceased, due to a heavy
down pour of rain, and the workers had gone home,
a member who was of blood descent of the founders
of Hopewell Church, - who had been taught, trained
and was living a life of dedicated love and service
in the work and ministry of the Lord at Hopewell
and had no regrets for doing so, who well extended
herself to the call of duty in so many ways and in
Ground Breaking Service for New Fellowship Hall

so many directions - drove onto the yard in front of
the church, turned off the motor of her car, "sat and

The original parking lot, the new parking lot and
the driveway by the fellowship hall have been paved.
The walkway at the front entrance of the church has
been extended to the gazebo.

sobbed" as she viewed the sight before her. The "hall
of many memories" would echo and do recall in the
mind of Carol for the next while. Carol Lowry, is the
Daughter of Auzout & Ethel Lowry, Granddaughter of

Alert!!! It was

Edmund & Sallie Lowry, and Great Granddaughter of

discovered early in

C. C. & Maria Lowrey. The comfort and consolation of

the beginning of

times like this and others as well, is to realize that God

1991 that extensive

is in control and His plan of action is well on course.

rot and decay

The task was huge, but the laborers were

had set in on the

determined. Along with the Hopewell Family, former

framework of the

pastors, members, and others came and gave their

sanctuary, and the

help and support. The sanctuary was returned to a

ceiling and walls

useful state.
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Church Restored
The Hopewell Church Family will forever
remember, with much appreciation, the labors of love
and help extended to them by a host of family and
friends from every direction in the renovation and
finishing touches of their sanctuary. A "special
thanks" to then pastor, Rev. Patrick Cummings and
Lumber River Holiness Methodist Conference for their
guidance and support throughout this endeavor.
The renovation is complete and the furnishings are
returned to the new sanctuary. New light fixtures were
added. The windows on each side of the pulpit were
removed. Beautiful, new stained windows were added
to the sanctuary. A balcony was added at the rear of
the sanctuary. "Sincere thanks and praise to God for

Church and grounds blanketed in a beautiful snowfall

the beautiful, new sanctuary that He has provided so

"Teaching from Generation to
Generation…"

that His children can continue worshipping and
praising Him on these Holy Grounds."
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Ministry through the years
Quality Ministry Calls For Quality Preparation.
"Wisdom Saves From Evil" My son, if thou wilt
receive my words, and hide my commandments
with thee; So that thou incline thine ear unto
wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding;
Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up
thy voice for understanding; If thou seekest her as
silver and searchest for her as for hid treasures;
Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord,
and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord giveth
wisdom; out of His mouth cometh knowledge and
understanding. He layeth up sound wisdom for

Church members preparing food for a Plate Sale in the old
Hopewell School - From left Elsie Ransom, Jane Lowry,
Catherine Dial, Miss Clark

the righteous; He is a buckler to them that walk
uprightly. He keepeth the paths of judgment, and

They were among the first teachers in these

preserveth the way of His saints. Then shalt thou

schools. In the earlier years, if they did not live within

understand righteousness, and judgment, and

walking distance to their assigned school, they

equity; yea, every good path. Proverbs 2: 1-9

traveled by horse and buggy or mule and wagon.
Hopewell School was built across the yard from

Church Ministry. Most of the founders, leaders

Hopewell Church. At first, the building contained two

and workers of Hopewell Church through the years

(2) classrooms. Later, two (2) more classrooms were

desired or were inspired to attain a good education.

added. The inside and outside was made of wood.

The first public schools in North Carolina were

The rooms were warmed with heaters that burned

provided for Whites and Blacks, only. It was ten

coal. An outside hand pump provided drinking water.

years later before public schools were provided for

Outside toilets, for males and females, were built

the Croatan/Lumbee Indians. They knew the need for

behind the school
A search at the Robeson County Office of Deeds

a good education and they wanted to go to school.
The Whites would not allow them in their schools.

and Records for a deed to this property that would

The Blacks opened their school doors to those Indian

list the date of establishment was non-productive.

Families who wanted to send their children to school.

The school was used for public education through

For some it meant living away from home to go to

the 1951-52 school year. When the facility was

school. H. H. Lowrie lived away from home during

no longer used for the purpose of public education,

the week to attend school.

the School Board of Education deeded the property

The founders, leaders and workers of Hopewell

to heirs of Maria Lowrey. They were grandsons

were instrumental in helping to establish public

Elmer, W. Q. A., Auzout, Calvin, and Jason Lowry.

schools for the Indian Race in Robeson County.

However, the building was used for extended Union
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Elementary School Classrooms for several years.

when his father took him to a log laying in the edge

Otherwise, the facility was used for community

of the woods behind their house and prayed over him

programs and activities until it burned in or about

before he (Adrian) left for military duty. Mr. Conley

1973 or 1974.

was a farmer by trade.

Hopewell Church has provided a wealth of ministry

Rev. Julian Ransom, son of the late Mr. & Mrs.

throughout the twentieth century (1900 - 2000)

Conley Ransom and grandson of the late Abner B.

with such a rich heritage in public education, her

Lowrey, was a dedicated member and leader of

founders, leaders, and workers applied their acquired

Hopewell until he answered the call to the ministry.

professional skills of leadership, teaching, and training

He served in various capacities on the conference

to her ministry. This ministry has inspired men and

level. Prior to his retirement as a pastor, due to failing

women to dedicate their lives to serving God Almighty

health, the LRMH Conference bestowed the title of

by serving their fellowman in many areas of life and in

Honorary Bishop upon him. Rev. Ransom retired

many places at home and away from home.

as a Public School Teacher/Principal and Purchasing
Agent for Pembroke State University.

Ministry/Service At Home - The late Miss Losha

The late Andrew Ransom, son of the late Mr. and

Lowry, daughter of the late Rev. Canada Lowrey,

Mrs. Conley Ransom and grandson of the late Abner

of Hopewell, was the first woman to be elected to

B. Lowrey, was a loved and well respected church

a position in the Lumber River Holiness Methodist

member and leader. For many years, he served as

Conference. As the first Conference Lay Leader, she

LRHM Conference Supervisor. The following is a

focused on helping the churches involve their youth

quote from Mr. Ransom when he taught the Adult

in church ministry through programs and various

Sunday School Class at Hopewell, "One should plan

activities . She was a faithful and dedicated church

for his/her life as though they were going to live

leader and worker. Miss Lowry, also, was a

forever. But, they should live their life as though they

renowned Public School Teacher.

would be leaving this life tomorrow." Mr. Ransom

The late Calvin Lowry, son of the late Rev.

was a retired Public School Teacher/Principal and

Canada Lowrey, was a very active and dedicated

Professor at Pembroke State University.

church and conference member, leader and worker.

The late Lacy Jacobs was a faithful member of

Perhaps the lyrics in the hymn entitled: Work For

Hopewell. Some of the favorite hymns which he liked

The Night Is Coming best describes the intensity with

to call out in worship were: Amazing Grace, The

which Mr. Lowry served and labored for the Lord. He

Unclouded Day, Hold To God's Unchanging Hand

often announced and led this hymn during services at

and Where Well Never Grow Old. There were many

his home church, Hopewell. Mr. Lowry was a retired

others which he liked as well. Mr. Jacobs was a

Public School Teacher/Principal.

farmer by trade. He was a great fisherman, too.

The late Conley Ransom, husband of the late

The late Elmer T. Lowry, son of the late Rev. H. H.

Cottie Lowry Ransom (daughter of the late Abner B.

Lowrey, was a faithful member and leader in the

Lowrey), was a faithful church member and leader.

church and the conference. Mr. Lowry retired from

Mr. Ransom's son, Adrian, tells with much emotion of

Public Education as a Teacher/Principal. In his
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testimony, he would often caution us to be mindful

the ministry and served as Bishop of Lumber River

of what we say, especially as our testimony: "You

Holiness Methodist Conference.

can tell me anything. But, what I see you do is your

Rev./Bishop James H. Woods says that

testimony. What you do - is you. Too often, people

Bishop M. L Lowry was responsible for helping

do not live by the Golden Rule or what they say of

him to receive financial assistance from the LRHM

themselves. So be careful about what you say".

Conference Ministerial Fund to attend Asbury

The late A. G. Lowry, son of the late Rev. E.

Theological Seminary. Later when Bishop Lowry's

Lowrey, served in various capacities as a faithful

health failed and he could no longer serve as pastor,

member and leader in the church and conference.

Rev. Woods was called upon to replace him at

His longest and most enduring term of service to

Cherokee Chapel Holiness Methodist Church.

LRHM Conference was that of Conference Treasurer.

Rev. Alonzo Oxendine, quoting his father, tells

Mr. Lowry loved to serve his fellowman. In the

of a time when his home church, Union Chapel, was

1960's, he retired from the Public School System as

dealing with an internal problem that was difficult

a Teacher/ Principal and became director of the Tri-

to resolve. They asked Bishop J. R. Lowry to come

County Community Action Agency. The program was

and assist them with the matter. Bishop Lowry was

housed in the old Hopewell School Building. Once in

scheduled to go and deliver the Sunday Morning

a tense and heated meeting, Mr. Lowry was asked to

Message. A business meeting was to follow the

introduce himself and state his job title and race. He

service.

responded, "My name is Auzout Lowry. I am "a child
of God" and "a servant to mankind."
The late W. Q. A. Lowry, son of the late Rev. F. R.

Bishop Lowry carefully chose scripture relative to
the matters of concern and thereby developed and
delivered his sermon. At the end of the service, the

Lowrey, was a school teacher and farmer. He was a

church leaders and members alike gathered around

faithful church member and leader who loved to sing

the Bishop and told him it was not necessary to

We are climbing Jacobs Ladder. In the earlier years

hold the meeting because he had shown them, from

before churches purchased pianos, Mr. Lowry went to

the Word of God, how to resolve their problem.

several churches within the conference and taught the

Therefore, the church ministry and work was able

choir members how to read shaped musical notes.

to move forward.

The late Calvin Hammonds, Sr. was a farmer
and construction worker by trade. He was a faithful

Ministry/Service Away From Home - When moving

church member and leader. Mr. Hammonds was a

on to other locations, many have become valiant

quiet and soft spoken person. His reverence, love,

leaders and workers in the spiritual and physical

and respect for God was well manifested in what

realms of life.
The late Rev. Renaulder B. Lowry, son of the late

he said and did at or away from church.

Rev. H. H. Lowrey, moved to California where he

The late Rev. J. R. Lowry and Rev. M. L. Lowry,
sons of the late Rev. Canada Lowrey, served in

became pastor of a church. It is said that the

various capacities of leadership at Hopewell and

membership grew to over 2,000 while he was pastor.

on the conference level. Both answered the call to

The late Telford Lowry, son of the late Rev. H. H.

105

HopewelI

Holiness

Methodist

Church

Lowrey, moved to Sweetwater, Tenn. where he

late Mr. A. G. Lowry, and family moved to Bremerton,

established his medical practice.

Washington where her husband retired from the

Dr. Earl Lowry, son of Rev. D. F. Lowrey,

military. She is very active in the United Methodist

established his medical practice in Des Moines, Iowa

Church of which she is a member. Mrs. Timmons has

and later served as Surgeon General to President

served as a Christ Care Equipper whose responsibility

Dwight D. Eisenhower.

was to train people to lead small group ministry. She

The late Carlee Lowry, son of the late Abner

is currently serving as a facilitator of a Lay Counseling

Lowrey and Ex-Prospect School Principal, moved to

Support Group and as Worship Committee

Albuquerque, New Mexico. Prior to being appointed

Chairperson. She credits her ability to serve in these

Education Specialist for Safety Education at the

capacities to the teaching, and training she received

Central Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in

in her youth at her home church, Hopewell Holiness

Albuquerque, Mr. Lowry served in various other

Methodist Church in Rowland, NC.

capacities in Albuquerque and surrounding areas.

Off-springs of the above mentioned people and

Mrs. Phoda Lowry, daughter of the late Rev.

many others, not mentioned, have made valuable

Canada Lowrey, and husband Holland became

and remarkable contributions and achievements in

successful owners and operators of a large shoe

these and many other walks of life. They have served

store in New York, N.Y.

as trustees of public schools and colleges. Many have

The late Martha Lowry Sanderson, daughter of

given honorable service in different branches of

the late Rev. Canada Lowrey, and husband moved to

the military.

Savannah, Georgia where they owned and operated

In a recent interview with Rev. Isaiah Locklear

a motel.

at age 101, he alluded to the wealth of leadership

The late Sterling Lowry, Son of the late Rev.

skills, friendship and fellowship in the ministry and

Canada Lowrey, moved with his wife, Cammie and

work of God while serving as pastor at Hopewell.

their children to Washington, DC. Later they, settled

He constantly spoke of often and wonderfully

in Wheaton, MD. Sterling was part of a group of

experiencing the presence of the Sweet Holy Spirit

people who wanted to organize a local church. The

in worship at Hopewell.

group held church services in the local school gym

Rev. Locklear said of the Canada Lowrey Family:

until enough funds could be raised to build a church.

"They were gifted singers. The Rev. Canada oft-

Two of Sterling and Cammie's children, Lynn and Pat,

times led out on spirited songs, and before long the

took care of the pulpit emblems.

Holy Spirit was manifesting itself in souls all over the

Each Sunday they would set the pulpit up for

church. After his wife died, I guess from loneliness,

worship service. Later, the new church was built one

he would sing as though he was carrying a heavy

block from Sterling's home. The original building has

load. And his two daughters (Vashti and Losha)

been upgraded and enlarged to accommodate the

would just weep in the Spirit."

increase in membership. The membership eventually

Of Auzout Lowry, Rev. Locklear said: "I have

grew to approximately 2,000.

never met a more humble, fair and just man. All of

Mrs. Cencia N. Lowry-Timmons, daughter of the

those people were good to me. They loved the Lord,
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and we had a wonderful time worshipping and

through the years, with a wealth of teachers who

serving the Lord together."

were gifted with the skills and ability to teach Biblical

Rev. Locklear, also, spoke of having had many
conversations with Rev. H. H. Lowrey at conference

truths to their students, and to inspire them in the
ways of the Lord.
Some of the earliest Sunday School and Official

gatherings. As a young minister at the time,
he acquired a great deal of knowledge and

Board meeting records are still on file at Hopewell.

understanding about God's Word and the ministry

It was interesting to note on a Sunday School

from Rev. H. H.

Secretary's Report for September 17, 1905; Sunday
School opened at 10:15 a.m. The weather was listed

He also, recognized how the Lowrey's had
acquired a high level of education and organizational

as "gloomy" and the lessons were recorded as

skills which greatly aided in the development and

"good". Sunday School closed at about 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship Service: Sunday

establishment of Hopewell Church and the Lumber
River Holiness Methodist Conference. He said: "I don't

Morning Worship has always been a most holy

know where they got their education and know how.

and sacred part of church services at Hopewell.

But, they had it, they knew how, and they used it to

The people loved to come to church. They loved

help and encourage their fellow-man."

participating in the singing, hearing the preached
word of God, and lifting their prayers of praise,

Setting Standards - Organization and refined record

spiritual and physical needs and concerns to their

keeping of church business was very important to

Heavenly Father. Unlike the charismatic style of

Hopewell leaders from the very beginning. They

worship, Hopewell services seem to produce a more

were, consciously, setting standards for future

quiet but very attentive atmosphere for worship.
Even though one could have heard a pin hit

generations by establishing procedures for recording
church business, programs, activities, etc.

the floor when the Spirit began to move, the saints
would bask in the serenity and sweetness of It‟s Holy

Forms Of Worship - From the beginning, Hopewell

presence. They would go home revived, recharged

implemented, and has maintained two very important

and ready to face the coming weeks responsibilities,

services: (1) Sunday School, and (2) Sunday Morning

challenges, joys, hurts, disappointments and

Worship Service.

achievements.
Great emphasis was placed on reverence,

Sunday School: From the beginning of Hopewell,
great emphasis has been placed on studying the

sacredness, listening and learning in order to apply the

"Word of God", the "Holy Bible". It was equally

sound teachings and doctrines of Christ's Holy Word to

important that all ages be provided and opportunity

their daily lives. Parents began to teach their children

to study and receive Biblical teaching. Therefore,

to pay attention, to listen to what was being said, and

a Sunday School was established and classes

to participate in the singing early in their little lives.

were arranged according to age. Teaching material

Church worship services were, definitely, not a time for

was provided according to the class level of

socializing. Heads of households were expected to

comprehension. God has truly blessed Hopewell,

teach and effect these manners within their family units.
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Music - The inspiration of music has always been
an integral part of worship at Hopewell. The first
songbooks did not contain musical notes. The songs
were sung "without further lining". This means that
the song leader would sing a phrase of a selected
song and wait for the congregation to sing (repeat)
the phrase before he continued on to the next
phrase of the song. This procedure of singing
was of such because the church could not afford to

A Young Adult Sunday School Class singing
Christmas Carols

buy songbooks for the congregation. Most church

Through the years, the Hopewell Choir has

leaders owned their individual song books.

been blest with gifted singers. Their high standard
and delivery of four-part harmony seem to challenge
other choirs and singing groups to the same level of
music ministry. Children and Youth Choirs have, also,

Correspondence of The Robesonian.

Rowland,
June
22.
Anniversary of the Lumbee River
conference will convene with
Hopewell church Sunday, June
28, at 10 a. m. old time.
Each church in the conference
is invited to be present with a
choir. All visiting choirs are invited, states E. Lowry- chairman.

been a significant part of the music ministry.
Annual Revivals - Revival was a time of spiritual
renewal and growth for the saints. It was, also, a time
to pray for the unsaved and encourage their hearts
to accept the Lord. The saints never grew weary of
leaving their labors in the field to come to the House of

Farmers will find a ready
market for surplus fuel wood this
year,
says
R.W.
Greaber,
Extension for-ester of N. C. State
College, as be views the shortage
of transportation for coal and fuel
oil.

the Lord where they would sing, pray, testify, hear the
preached Word of God and rejoice in the presence of
His Holy Spirit. The fellowship was always inspiring
and uplifting to all who attended revival.
In the early years, revival was held once a year
in the summertime. After the Sunday Night Service,

Robesonian Announcement about singing at Hopewell

three services were held, daily. The daily services
began, respectively, at 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., and

Eventually, songbooks with shaped musical notes

8:00 p.m. Dinner was served on the outside grounds

were provided for the congregation. Later, a choir

at 12:00 noon, Monday through Friday.

was formed. All who joined the choir were taught to

Economical changes in Robeson County eventually

read shaped notes. Hopewell developed a choir that

brought a change in church revivals. When the people

sang beautiful four-part harmony in accapella style.

became employed in 8 to 5 jobs, they could not attend

The choir sang without instrument accompaniment

day time revival services. Therefore, churches, began

until 1953 when the first piano was purchased by

holding one week of nightly revival services in the

Miss Losha Lowry and given to the church as a gift.

Spring and Fall of each year. Hopewell did likewise.

The piano is still used in the fellowship hall.
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Church Attendance And Expansion Of Ministry Church membership and attendance has fluctuated
throughout the years. An average of 40 to 80 people
have been in attendance at Hopewell at different
periods of time in the history of the church. During
the last 8 to 10 years, the church has, again,
experienced a significant increase in membership and
attendance. Approximately 70 to 80 people are in
attendance each Sunday.
Some of the greatest challenges that face a
growing church is for the church to win the lost to
Christ and involve them in the ministry of the church.
Hopewell has broadened its base of ministry so as
to provide weekly opportunities for spiritual growth,
development and outreach.
Choir Practice - Adult Choir Practice is held on 1st
and 3rd Sunday Afternoons.

Bible Study - Weekly, Bible Study is held on
Wednesday Night.

Kids For Christ - Kids For Christ meets, weekly, on
Wednesday Night. Five (5) classes accommodate
children ranging in age from 2 years old to 16 years
of age or older. Emphasis is placed on Attendance,
Bible Lessons/Arts & Crafts/Games, Bible Verse
Memorization, and Music. In music, we have formed
a Children's Choir, Junior Choir, and a Teen Musical
Drama Team. An annual Awards Banquet is held to
recognize achievements in three categories:
1) Attendance
2) Bible Verse Memorization
3) New Converts.
Folks of all ages love to play Musical Chairs at
the Annual Awards Banquet. Those who participate
are divided into tree age groups.

Folks of all ages like to play musical chairs.
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Sports (Volleyball & Baseball) - Adults and youth
alike are participants of Hopewell ball teams which
compete, annually, with other church ball teams
in the county. Hopewell teams have won several
"honorable" trophies.
Hopewell was host to the last Annual Conference
Session of the 20th Century.

Kids for Christ Awards Banquet.
2nd Row: Shinika Revels, Sierra Locklear, Libby Neville
"Little Miss Lumbee 1999", Courtney Neville, Charlotte
Branch, Audrey Locklear, Makayla Locklear, Marcus
Lowry; Bottom Row Cory Jacobs, Candy Hammonds,
Mary Deese, Christopher Lawry, Aaron Locklear,
Brandon Locklear.

Plans are being made to involve our children in
Missionary studies and work in the near future.
Conference Bishop: Rev. Willie Scott, Jr. and Conference
Secretary: Mary Roberts.

Volleyball Team
Volley ball participants are: First Row - Ricky Oxendine,
Coach, Colissia Locklear, Teresa Tyler, Joyce Harris, Chester
Tyler, Coach. Second Row - Kathy Oxendine, Name
Unavailable, Shana Hammonds, Joyce Harris, Brenda
Ransom, Loretta Allen.

The Conference Bar seated on the
left side of church.
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An Easter Egg Roll for the children was led by Carol Lowry.

Valentine's Sweetheart Dinner.

White Water Rafting

Pastor Appreciation for Rev. Jerry Scott was held in
September of 2000.

Church Family Fun Day at Waldo's Beach.
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Adult Sunday School Class leads worship service in 1999.

Family and friends enjoying refreshments after the
Christmas Program are: From top to bottom: (1)Mrs. Dora
Lowry, Mrs. Ethel Lowry; (2)Mr. Calvin Lowry, Mr.
Rayfield Locklear; (3) The Ransom Family: Eldis, Adrain,
Shelia, Brenda, and Melissa; (4)The Lowry girls: Christina,
Jo Ann, Teresa and a friend, Ronnie.

A Christmas Program was led by Carol Lowry in 1982.
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Senior Citizen Appreciation is always lots of fun.

The Wedding of Doreen Lowry, daughter of Calvin and
Dora Lowry.

who are these cool dudes? I know. They are: Back Row:
Richie and Mickey Locklear, Annette Bullard, Shelia
Ransom, Cary and Perry Jacobs - Front Row: Brock
Jacobs, and Nicholas Strickland

In an Easter Program, given in 1982, Roger Hammonds
plays the roll of the Guard and Kent Lowry portrays Jesus.

The oldest Oak Tree, which stood by the gate entrance to
the cemetery, was recently taken down by a hurricane.

Cheering Marcus Lowry at a Church Fall Festival is his
support team, Barbara and Carol Lowry.
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Hopewell Holiness Methodist Church Official Board - 2000
Pastor - Rev. Bryan K. Oxendine
Class Leaders - Rayfield Locklear, Vance Locklear, Gordon Branch
Trustees - Adrian Ransom, Clark Allen
Stewards - Francis Kemerer, E. Daniel Oxendine, Ricky Oxendine
Sunday School Superintendent - Vance Locklear
Recording Secretary - Francis Kemerer
Church Membership - 54

Address - Hopewell Holiness Methodist Church
3512 Union School Road, Rowland, NC 28383
Tel. (910) 521-1220
"God, grant us the knowledge, understanding, and wisdom to continue to teach from generation
to generation ..."

Former Pastors of Hopewell Church
1.

Rev. Calvin C. Lowrie

13.

Rev. T. O. Chavis

2.

Rev. H. H. Lowrie

14.

Rev. L. A. Maynor

3.

Rev. C. C. Lowrie

15.

Rev. Belton Bullard

4.

Rev. P. M. Locklear

16.

Rev. Julian Ransom

5.

Rev. J. H. Sampson

17.

Rev. J. W. Locklear

6.

Rev. S. A. Hammonds

18.

Rev. Ward Clark, Jr.

7.

Rev. Elias Locklear

19.

Rev. Monroe Woods

8.

Rev. Z. R. Jacobs

20.

Rev. Adrain Locklear

9.

Rev. J. R. Lowry

21.

Rev. C. W. Oxendine

10.

Rev. I. S. Locklear

22.

Rev. J. H. Woods

11.

Rev. G. D. Locklear

23.

Rev. Patrick Cummings

12.

Rev. E. Lowry

24.

Rev. Jerry Scott
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Excerpts From Conference Journals - Reference: Hopewell
1909 - Page 9 - Mr. Hammonds, by order of
conference, called a collection for the purpose of

Therefore, be it resolved that we assure him of
our distinguished esteem and brotherly affection;

assisting in the purchasing of tomb stones to be

That we thank him for the tact, courtesy and

erected over the grave of the Hon. J. H. Sampson

kindness he has unfailingly displayed in dispatching

in memory of the dead.

the business of the conference;

The congregation paid $5.54 and the treasurer

That we pledge him our prayers that God may

paid over $10.00 which was placed in the treasury

continue to own and bless his labors as a General

on the Great Memorial Day at Hopewell Church the

Superintendent, keeping him as he journeys from

fifth Sunday in May, 1909, known as "Sampson

place to place;

Day", to the daughter of the deceased, who agrees
to pay $15.00 individually, making a total, with the
above $30.54. The monuments are to cost $45.00

That we hope he will labor with us a long time.

M. L Lowry

at the yards. The remainder is to be raised at the

1939 - Page 14 - Attendance today in the Annual

different circuits and of his friends and relatives.

Sunday School was 231. Special music was furnished

Congregation dismissed.

by a quartet from Pembroke composed by Prof. Z. A.
Lowry, Prof. Kermit Lowry, Prof. Bernard Lowry, and

D. F. Lowrey

Judge Wm. R. Locklear.

Secretary
1941 - Page 13 - On motion of Bro. C. W.
1911 - Page 11 - On motion it was ordered that the

Oxendine, Miss Losha Lowry was appointed

Iibrary be located at Hopewell.

Conference Lay Leader of the Young People. The
other leaders of this organization to be elected, one

1916 - Page 7 - Hopewell circuit shall comprise

from each church, at the first Quarterly Conference.

Hopewell and New Bethel.

1991 - Page13 - Special Called Meeting - April 20,

1991
1920 - Page 9 - At this time the Question of re-

. . . After an agenda review, Bishop Woods called

arranging the Circuits came up. After a few brief

for discussion regarding the rebuilding of the sanctuary

statements, a motion was made and carried that New

at Hopewell Methodist Church and how monies

Hopes be affiliated with Hopewell Circuit.

would be made available for this church. After much
discussion, the vote from the Conference was that 15%

1927- Page 11- Presbyter H. H. Lowry
Whereas Presbyter H. H. Lowry is just bringing to

would be paid back Hopewell Methodist Church and
$25,000 would be transferred from the Emergency

a close a most happy and successful presidency over

Fund into an account for this job. The amount needed

the Lumbee River Annual Conference of the Holiness

at this time is $30,000. Motion Passed

Methodist Church.

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm
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"Growing Up In Robeson County"

We submit the following for our instructions.

Excerpts From The Writing Of: Ronald H. Lowry,

Nothing in the world is so dear to God as his

Grandson of H. H. Lowry
Henry H. Lowry was born one year after Theodore

Church; nothing is guarded by Him with jealous care;
nothing so offends Him as the injuries inflicted upon

Roosevelt in 1859. Theodore Roosevelt became president

her by her enemies.

in 1901 after William McKinley was assassinated, and
led our nation into the 20th Century. Henry H. Lowry

Though at times he may seem to have

was active in Robeson County, going into the 20th

abandoned her to the power of those who hate her,

Century, attempting to get some autonomy for Indians

it is only for her needful correction. He will certainly

living along the banks of Lumber River. He spear-

return to her again, rebuild her with her former

headed a crusade in Methodism, which resulted in the

strength and beauty, and make her honorable in the

formation of an independent Methodist Conference for

eyes of those who have despised and persecuted her.

Robeson County Indians. This organization is still active

Christ is her corner stone, laid and engraved

today and will be celebrating its first 100 years as

by God himself, she can never be shaken, but must

we enter the 21st Century. H. H. Lowry realized that

stand and fill the earth with light, peace and

education and Christian development were the means

blessedness. Human might and power did not

by which the Native Americans living in Robeson County

establish her, and they cannot destroy her. God's

could work their way out of the oppressive conditions he

spirit is her overflowing fountain of life and strength

observed around his native land. My Grandpa exhibited

to His servants; it enables them to carry on the work

the independent nature typical of descendants from the

of His church in the face of mighty foes. This glorious

Allen Lowry lineage. He was a Calvin Lowry family

work shall never cease till its completion.

member, and most of them resisted violence in favor of

Respectfully submitted,

reasoning through difficult situations. One of the most
positive aspects of growing up in a rural area, such as

H. H. Lowrey

Robeson County before the shift to large urban areas
surrounding our large cities, was the strong family values
passed down "From Generation To Generation". This
family stability was practiced throughout Robeson
County, where family members could interact with close
kin from both the maternal and paternal sides of ones
family. The Hopewell community produced several of
those permanent type family homesteads with large
families closely related with roots in the soil.
The Henry H. Lowry family turned out to be sort of a
role model for many Robeson County Native Americans,
who wanted to advance beyond the family farming
environment. Cognizant of the barriers his children
faced in their home county and state in the early 20th

The Henry H. Lowry Homestead in the Hopewell
Community.

Century to go outside their state to seek their ambitions.
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Hopewell Holiness Methodist Church Cemetery
GRAVE MARKERS list the names of many who served Hopewell Church at some point during their lifetime.
The deceased are listed by their Dates Of Birth, Dates of Death, and Age At The Time Of Death.

"And they, whose minds are stayed on thee, shall rest in perfect peace."

NAMES

AGE

BIRTH

DEATH

Calvin C. Lowrey

01-15-1835

06-10-1892

57

Wife: Maria Sampson

03-17-1839

03-16-1908

69

Rev. H. H. Lowrey

01-10-1859

04-22-1936

77

Wife: Julia

06-03-1869

08-06-1934

65

(H. H.'s Epitaph: "Peace - Perfect Peace, Thy will be done")
Abner B. Lowrey

10-26-1862

07-26-1944

82

Wives: Josephine B.

02-18-1868

07-07-1902

34

Rosie B. Lowry

06-24-1882

02-26-1952

70

(Abner's Epitaph: "Thy will be done")
Rev. C. C. Lowrey

02-09-1867

09-04-1943

76

Wife: Peggie Dovie

04-17-1868

03-04-1924

56

(C. C.s Epitaph: "His work is done, the victory won")
Rev. French R. Lowrey

04-11-1869

07-06-1971

102

Wives: Annabell

03-11-1871

01-29-1966

29

Chessie S.

10-29-1887

01-11-1964

77

(Annabell's Epitaph: "At rest")

Rev. Edmund Lowrey

06-29-1873

04-05-1956

83

Wife: Sally Hatcher

12-03-1886

05-07-1966

40

Rev. D. F. Lowrey

01-08-1881

08-12-1977

96

Wives: Jessie May

08-01-1889
(D.F.'s Epitaph: "All is well")

10-12-1941

52

Ha Mae

Phelia
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04-04-1955

67

(Murdock's Epitaph: "He was loved by God and man")
Bro. J. S. Bowen

05-19-1837

Wife: Henrietta

04-19-1900

08-05-1863

07-22-1959

63
96

(Henrietta's Epitaph: "God's finger touched her, and she slept")
Bro. Warren A. Bowen
Wffe:Malinda

12-26-1887

08-28-1948

08-22-1906

09-21-1945

61
39

(Warren's Epitaph: "An honest person is the noblest work of God")
Bro. J. N. Bowen

10-28-1893

03-16-1942

49

Wife: Rosa Lee Rogers

05-06-1894

07-15-1941

47

Prof. Henry Pope Bowen

09-03-1898

05-18-1935

37

(Henry's Epitaph: "A fairer bud of promise never bloom")
James R. (J. R.) Lowry

10-05-1889

11-19-1959

70

Wife: Lillie Mae

10-09-1909

11-15-1994

85

(James's Epitaph: "Of such is the kingdom of heaven”)
06-18-1891

06-16-1976

85

Calvin N. (C. N.) Lowry

07-24-1903

04-06-1996

93

Wife: Dora

07-17-1944

Martin L (M. L.) Lowry
Wife: Cammie

M. Losha Lowry

12-04-1897

08-15-1963

66

Vashti M.

09-26-1899

01-09-1950

51

(Epitaph of Both: "The Lord is our leader, guide, and strength")
Conley Ransom
Wife: Coty Lowry Ransom

02-19-1891

06-22-1982

91

09-05-1892

05-25-1980

88

(Epitaph of Both: "Asleep in Jesus")
Andrew Ransom

07-26-1966

Wife: Elma L.

01-03-1977

12-05-1996
03-04-2001
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12-24-1963

36

03-07-1900

06-07-1985

85

Elmer T. (E. T.) Lowry

09-04-1906

09-30-1986

80

Wife: Vera

06-19-1944

01-07-1987

73

Auzout G. (A. G.) Lowry

12-30-1911

06-28-1978

67

Wife: Ethel E.

05-17-1977

Wife: Irene

(Auzout's Epitaph: "Our loved one waits beyond the gate")

Christina Lowry Oxendine

12-25-65

Husband: Kelton Oxendine

03-23-66

10-22-1988

22

(Christina's Epitaph: "Kelton & Cody: I'm waiting for you in heaven")

Calvin Hammonds Wife:

03-02-1966

11-22-1997

71

Lola M. Hammonds

10-08-1927

08-12-1998

71

H.H. Lowrey:
The following is written on the back side of his grave marker:

"Entering the teaching profession in early life, he was so engaged for 20 years; he was active in
the ministry from 1886 until his death preaching 2631 sermons.
He organized the Lumber River Mission Conference and was its leader for 35 years.
A noble life whose influence and inspiration lives on."
"1 have fought a good fight I've kept the faith, the victory's won, and I am at peace in my new home,
where I shall live forevermore!"
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Major Accomplishments of the Lumbee Indians
of Robeson County, North Carolina
The following is a listing of significant and important accomplishments made during very difficult times in the
lives of Croatan/Lumbee Indians:

1. Origin Identified

17th Century

2. Legal Deeds & Titles For Land and Property

1730's

3. Official Name: Croatan Indians

1885

4. Public Schools For The Croatan/Lumbee Indians Enacted

1885

5. First Public School: Croatan Indian Normal School at Pates

1887

(Established By: L. W. Moore, Methodist-Episcopal Church, South
of the Blue Ridge Conference)

6. Indian Mission at Pates and Named Pates

1888

(Methodist-Episcopal Church South of the Blue Ridge Conference)

7. First Ordained Native Pastor - Rev. H. H. Lowrey

1892

(Blue Ridge Conference Minutes)

8. First Indian Religious Training School: Burnt Swamp Academy
(Established By: H. H. Lowrey, Blue Ridge Conference Lumbee
Indian Pastor)

120

1893

HopewelI

Holiness

Methodist

Church

References
1

The Lost Colony, By: Dan Lacy, published By: Franklin Watts, Inc. 1972

2

Methodist Missions Among The Lumbee People, Notes By: Rev. C. F. Grill Southern Pines, NC

3.

The Lumbee Methodists, Editor: Lula Jane Smith, published by the Commission of Archives and History North Carolina United Methodist Conference, 1990

4.

Wishart's Diary, University of North Carolina, 1871

5.

Record of Deeds HH, Page 485, 486 - Robeson County Courthouse, Lumberton, NC

6.

Diary of Rev. Hector MacLean, From Papers Of H. Hodgin, Robeson County Public Library, 1832 1879

7.

History Of Centenary Methodist Church, Route 2 - Rowland, NC, 1882-1982

8.

Lumbee Indian Church Records, Methodist-Episcopal Church/Blue Ridge Conference 1884-1893

9.

Methodist Episcopal Church in North Carolina, 1865-1939

10.

The Encyclopedia of Native American Religions, By: Arlene Hirschfelder and Paulette Molin

11.

Lumbee Petition For Federal Acknowledgment, Volume I, 1987

12.

Hopewell Church Rolls, Record of Hopewell Church Transferal From ME Church, Atlantic Mission
Conference, 1902

13.

Record Of Deeds 4 U, Page 367, Robeson County Courthouse, Lumberton, NC

14.

Record Of Deeds, 1.32A, Robeson County Courthouse, Lumberton, NC

121

122

New

Pro spect

P E M B R O K E ,

123

Church

N C

28372

New

Prospect

Holiness

Methodist

Church

A GROUP of Christians left Old Prospect United

travel was difficult: There were not as many roads

Methodist Church and established New Prospect

back then like we know them today, but the people of

Holiness Methodist Church which began as a "brush

God loved Jesus and going to church. They could not

arbor." Throughout the 1800's, the "brush arbor"

attend each Sunday as we do, because it could be

was popular, useful, economical and necessary.

raining, snowing, freezing cold, etc,.

Large area's were isolated and most people were

The church was established before May 7, 1887,

poor. They were glad to meet under a "brush arbor"

because on May 7, 1887, Jefferson Locklear and

for worship and fellowship. There is no official

his wife Ruth deeded one acre of land to establish

documentation for the establishment of the "brush

a cemetery. The amount paid was $10.00. The first

arbor,' except through oral history.

burial was marked: Leander Locklear; 7-13-1869-

The family would travel to church meetings by

4-24-1883. When an individual died they had to be

horse and buggy, mule/oxen and wagon or walk.

buried quickly. The family or another individual made

Most of the land was not developed at that time and

a wooden box to put the body in. There is a record of
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the official deed for the cemetery at the Register

who attended this church before it was torn down in

of Deeds office in the Robeson County Courthouse,

the late 1940's. They are: Sister Mabel Sanderson,

Lumberton, NC. On March 21, 1892, M. A. Brown

Brother Timothy Strickland, Sr., Brother William

and wife E. J. Brown were given $5.00 to heirs paid

Lowery and others. A picture of the wooden church

by the Trustees of New Prospect Church in Smith's

has been drawn by Sister Helen L. Bullard from a

Township for one acre. An official record for the

description given by Sister Mabel Sanderson, who

deed is on file at the Register of Deeds office in

has attended New Prospect Church all her life. The

the Robeson County Courthouse, Lumberton, NC.

picture is not official, but only an example of what

Additional property was given to the church by the

it could have looked like. The church had a simple

family of Sister Nasby Oxendine (deceased), which

steeple with a large bell hanging from it. The bell

is located at the back of the church.

was located on the inside of the church and was

The "brush arbor" was replaced by a wooden

rung when it was time for church services to begin

(natural wood) church. It was large, long, (rectangle

on Sunday morning. This same bell is in the steeple

in design), and the members could enjoy being

of the present New Prospect Church, but it is not used

inside. There is not an official picture of the wooden

at this time. The door and windows were located on

church or the date that it was built. There are

each side of the wooden church and not at the front.

members here at New Prospect still alive today

The men would sit on their side of the church and the
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held all day. There was preaching in the morning and
afternoon. SOULS were saved for Jesus. It was not
unusual for a large number of people to be saved
during a revival. The ladies would bring large boxes
of food to feed the congregation. The picnic tables
were located next to the church for this purpose.
The people sang songs by repeating the words from
a songleader or following along with another singer.
This was referred to as "hymn time." There could

Example of a Brush Arbor.

have been some songbooks, but very few. The

ladies would sit on their side. There would be times

members were taught "shape notes." A large chart

when the ladies began singing and shouting as soon

with the "shape notes" was hung at the front of the

as they arrived at church. The family came prepared

church.

to spend all day. The mule/oxen had hay in the

to have, and they participated at singings during the

wagon to eat.

year at other churches. The singing groups would be

Elected officials from New Prospect Holiness

A choir for all ages to join was a blessing

seated at various locations throughout the church. A

Methodist Church met with other church leaders

coordinator would conduct rounds of singing, and the

at Union Chapel Church on October 26, 1900 to

choirs would stand and sing at their location. Quartets

organize a conference for the Indian descent. Before

and duets would go up front to sing for their turn.

the meeting adjourned, the next annual conference

These singings on Sunday lasted all day. There were

would be held at New Prospect Church on October

no musical instruments. The choirs sang acapella.

24, 1901. In 1905, New Prospect became an official

The Holy Bible was used for teaching Sunday

member of the Lumber River Mission Conference.
In November of 1906, Artemus
Locklear, Elias Locklear, and Richard Chavis
surviving trustees of New Prospect Methodist
Episcopal Church North, parties of the first
part, to B. J. Chavis, John Jacobs, and Jakie
Locklear as trustees of the Holiness Methodist
Conference, parties of the second part, gave a
deed for the church property to the conference.
An official record of the deed is on file at the
Register of Deeds office in the Robeson County
Courthouse, Lumberton, NC.
During the summer, one week revivals were
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William Chesley Bryant: 1860-1919.
One of the first founders of New Prospect
Holiness Methodist Church.
William P. Revels: Photography
Route 1 St Pauls, NC

Lillie J. Bryan, wife of William Doyle Bryant: 1890-1973.

William Doyle Bryant: 1883-1944. He
was a Sunday school teacher at New
Prospect from 1930-1944.
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Wooden church prior to late 1940s before it was torn down.
Helen L Bullard: 11/10/01
School classes. Also, Sunday School card's were

chickens, and had a cow. The women would preserve

used. The family bible at home was used to record

food for the winter months. The Christian family

marriages, births, deaths, and other important family

worked hard to provide for their children, because

information. The church did not have indoor plumbing,

everything was done by manual labor. Mommy and

but (an outhouse and hand water pump). No electricity,

daddy wanted their children to have a better life in the

air conditioning, padded pews, carpet, microphones,

future. One way for their children to have a better life

etc,. You knew to behave in church and at home,

would be to attend school and receive a high school or

because the rod was not spared. Most families were

higher education degree.

farmer's by trade. Everyone in the family had a job(s)

When a church member was sick and couldn't

to do (without pay). They worked from sunrise to sunset

work, other Christians within the church would help

six days a week. The farmer grew cotton, corn,

plant or harvest the family crops. They rarely visited

tobacco, etc. There were families that had a different

a doctor's office. The use of herbal medicine was

trade. The family provided most of their own food.

popular. Preacher Zimmie (Z. R. Chavis) was a man of

They grew large vegetable gardens, raised hogs,

God whom some individuals went to for healing and he
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In 1949, the probable value of the new church

NC. The women gave birth to their children at home.

was $10,000.00. In 1951, the probable value of the

A doctor or mid-wife would come to the home and help

church was $25,000.00 with 149 full members. In

deliver the child. Many families were large and it was

1952, there were 116 full members. This new church

not unusual for a family to have eight or more children.

was built a short distance from the wooden church.

There were no bridal parties, baby showers, and few

Prior to September 5, 1954, a division occurred

weddings in the church. Most couples went to Dillon S.

among the congregation and as a result, 60 members

C. or were married by a Justice of the Peace, etc,.

left New Prospect Holiness Methodist church and

This wooden church was used until the present brick

established Island Grove Baptist Church. Regardless

church with stained glass windows was completed. In

of the sad division, the members who chose to stay

1946, the probable value of the wooden church was

at New Prospect were determined to persevere. In

$3,000.00. In November of 1945, the first money

1956, New Prospect had an enrollment of 56 full

raised to build the present

members and the value of

New Prospect Church

the church was assessed

was held. New Prospect

at $400000.00.

Church was dedicated on

New Prospect

August 10,1952, with

Church continued to

185 members on roll by

grow spiritually and

Rev. Charles Willard

physically from 1952-

(C.W.) Oxendine, Sr.,

present (2001). During

who was the pastor. From

this time, additions,

November of 1945 until

repairs, renovations,

the church was completed and dedicated, the

and improvements were made. In November of 2000,

members worked hard to raise enough money to

the church enrollment was 138 full members with a

complete the church.

value assessed at $330.000.00.

They held plate sales and other activities for this

The Lord continues to bless his people at New

purpose. The members were willing to sacrifice in

Prospect Holiness Methodist Church and the present

order to have a modern church with indoor plumbing,

pastor, Rev. Bishop Willie Scott, Jr., (1973-present

electricity and other conveniences. From this time

2001), are proud to be a part of God's work. Thank

forward, the women of New Prospect church began to

God for all those who came before us and prepared

contribute more to the spiritual, physical, material, and

the way. May we all strive everyday to do our best

financial support for the growth of the church. Some

for the master, because he always gives us his best.

women began working outside the home earning

May we who are here today continue to prepare the

money; and as a result, their tithes were paid into

way for the future generations of God's people. Let us

the church offering.

work together and do that which is pleasing to him.
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These are two (2) examples of topics that individuals wrote and discussed at the Annual
Conference in years past. They were published in the annual journal.

THE NEEDS IN OUR CHURCHES TODAY
SOME of the needs in our churches today are good leadership, a program of action and a desire to serve Christ
through our church.
We realize that the future hope of our churches depends on how well we train and develop the leadership
qualities of our young people.
Some helpful ideas for church activities are, first set up planning sessions in your church. Discuss needs of
your church and community. Try out new approaches and start a church library.
Progress begins with you. Something will be missing if you fail to do what God has in His plan for you.
Respectfully submitted
Mrs. Mabel Sanderson
Joe Chavis
Committee: 1959 Annual Conference

THE CHRISTIAN'S WARFARE AND WEAPONS
WHEN we think of warfare we think of a battle, and when we think of a battle we think of soldiers, therefore
when we speak of Christian's warfare, we think of the battle of sin and of the soldiers of Christ. Christians are
followers of Christ, so when we become Christians we are soldiers for Christ, and it is our duty to fight for Christ
in every way we can.
Satan and sin are the enemies of Christ and we as Christians must fight them in every way in order to be a
good soldier for Christ. The warfare of the Christian is to fight sin and Satan. Jesus died that we might be saved
from sin and it is the duty of a Christian soldier to point lost souls to Christ. (For we are his workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus, unto good works, which God has before ordained that we should walk in them.) Ephesians, 2nd
chapter and 10th verse.
If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit and let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one
another or envying one another. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness. A true Christian soldier must be humble and should have a pleasing personality at all times.
He must be pure and undefiled before God and man. He should be obedient and submissive to the Holy Spirit,
patient and steadfast, have courage to plunge ahead for the right in all things.
The weapons of the Christian are numerous, therefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in the evil day. Have your loins gird about with truth and have the breastplate of
righteousness, and have your feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of Peace and above all , the shield of
faith, so you shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. Also take the helmet of salvation and the
sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.
Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit. Watch as well as pray.
Mrs. Belton Bullard
L C. Oxendine
Committee: 1947 Annual Conference
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New Prospect 1955

HISTORY IN DETAIL
The following circuits have applied to New Prospect

In the fall of 1927 there were 111 full members.

Church:

In 1927 Sunday School was mentioned and rated.
New Prospect: First Class.

New Prospect: 1905,1907,1964-2001.
Union Circuit: 1908, 1909, 1910, 1926-1963.

The following member{s} have served as delegate(s)

New Prospect Mission Station: 1911,1912.

for New Prospect Church at annual conference each

New Prospect Station: 1913.

year beginning in 1936. Prior to 1966, one {1}

Union Circuit& Wakulla Mission: 1914, 1915.

delegate represented two (2) or three (3) churches:

Prospect Circuit: 1916, 1920, 1921, and 1922.
Prospect Church: 1919.

Fuller Locklear: 1936, 1939. H. H. Woods, Jr.: 1937.

Prospect Union Circuit: 1923, 1924, and 1925

Dannie Chavis:1938. C. W. Oxendine, Sr.: 1941.
Foster Bryant: 1943. J. W. Bryant: 1945. Locky

Members at New Prospect Holiness Methodist

Oxendine: 1946. Joe Chavis: 1947, 1949, 1957,

Church during the years 1923 - 1929.

1959. Alexander Strickland: 1951, 1961. B. J. Jones:

W.F. Bryant, Dannie Chavis, Emma Collins, Margaret

1952. Tommie Chavis: 1954-1956. Lee. D. Jones:

M. Jacobs, Darcus Strickland, H. H. Woods, Jr.,

1958. Barney Locklear: 1960. Russell Oxendine:

Margaret Ann Woods, John Winston Locklear, Elbert

1962. William Lowry: 1963, 1965. Bicky Jones:

Clark, Silas Strickland, Sr. Jakie Locklear, died May

1964. William Lowry & Russell Oxendine: 1966. Ray

16, 1928, Phodio Bell Woods, Ward Clark, Sr., and

Strickland & Russell Oxendine: 1967. Bracy Locklear,

Alexander Strickland.

Willie Scott, Jr. 1968. Russell Oxendine & Adrian
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Locklear: 1969. Martin Clark: 1955, 1970-1973.

Bryant, lay representative: Janice Bryant, Olin Britt,

Robert Brayboy: 1974-75, 1981-1985. Alex

Timothy Strickland, Sr., lay representative alternate:

Strickland: 1976-1977. Ronald Strickland: 1978.

1996. Donnie Chavis, delegate, Alex Strickland,

Timothy Strickland, Sr.: 1979. Leo Wood:: 1980.
Robert Brayboy, delegate, Joe Chavis, alternate,
Charles Bryant, Rabon Maynor, Vernon Oxendine,
lay representative: 1986. Robert Brayboy, delegate,

alternate, Donald Strickland, Carolyn Strickland, Leo
Woods, lay representative: 1997. Alex Strickland,
delegate, Jerry Locklear, alternate, Carolyn Strickland,
Donald Strickland, Leo Woods, lay representative:

Joe Chavis, alternate, Leslie Sanderson, Jr., Ray
Strickland, Vernon Oxendine, lay representative:
1987. Joe Chavis, delegate, Vernon Oxendine,
alternate, Leslie Sanderson, Jr., Ray Strickland,

1998. Alex Strickland, delegate, Jerry Locklear,
alternate, Madie R. Locklear, Carolyn Strickland,
Leo Woods, lay representative: 1999. Charles

Charles Bryant, lay representative: 1988. Joe Chavis,

Bryant, delegate, Donnie Chavis, alternate, Donald

delegate, Vernon Oxendine, alternate, Charles

Strickland, Carolyn Strickland, Darlene Oxendine,

Bryant, Janice Bryant, Sandra Graham, lay

lay representative: 2000. Charles Bryant, delegate,

representative: 1989. Vernon Oxendine, delegate,

Donnie Chavis, alternate, Carolyn Strickland,

Alex Strickland, alternate, Charles Bryant, Janice

Donald Strickland, Marilyn Cooper, lay

Bryant, Ray Strickland, lay representative: 1990.

representatives: 2001.

Vernon Oxendine, delegate, Alex Strickland,
alternate, Janice Bryant, Mergie Strickland, Ray
Strickland, lay representative: 1991. Alex Strickland,
delegate, Herbert Roberts, alternate, Janice Bryant,
Mergie Strickland, Charles Bryant, lay representative:

Probationers: 1937 - 1938: Rosie Lee Lowery,
Missouri Locklear, Jessie B. Chavis. Members: 19371938: Polly Edwards, Dannie Chavis, Ocie Locklear.
CLASS LEADERS: 1937 - 1944: Joe Clark, Joe Chavis

1992. Alex Strickland, delegate, Delwood Chavis
1st alternate, Ronnie Warriax 2nd alternate, Vernon
Oxendine, alternate, Margaret Woods, 3rd alternate,
Janice Bryant, Mergie Strickland, Sharon Warriax,
lay representative: 1993. Vernon Oxendine, delegate,

(became a class leader in 1939), N. L. Locklear,
Joseph Anderson, Onry Clark, T. O. Chavis, C. W.
Oxendine, Sr., Leslie Edwards, Foster Bryant, Dannie
Chavis, H. H. Woods, Jr., Members listed in the

Donnie Chavis, alternate, Charles Bryant, Gerita

permanent record book: Paul Strickland, C W.

Bullard, Delwood Chavis, Clara Bryant, Carolyn

Oxendine, Sr.: 1937. 1938 - 1939: Joe Clark (class

Strickland, Janice Bryant, lay representative: 1994.

leaders, Members: J. W. Locklear, J. W. Bryant, Henry

Vernon Oxendine, delegate, Donnie Chavis,

Lowery, Silas Strickland, Sr., Annie L. Anderson,

alternate, Charles Bryant, Madie R. Locklear, Alex

Joseph Anderson. In 1938, Joseph Anderson, C. W.

Strickland, lay representative: Mergie Strickland, Olin

Oxendine, Sr., and Mrs. Polly Edwards completed a

Britt, Donald Strickland, lay representative alternate:

4th Unit in the Course of Study. The conference paid

1995. Donnie Chavis, delegate, Alex Strickland,

W. F. Bryant $25.00 for covering of New Prospect

alternate, Madie R. Locklear, Vernon Oxendine, Clara

Church in 1940-41.

133

New

Prospect

Holiness

Methodist

Church

In the year of Our Lord 1942
OUR SOLDIER BOYS
JIMMIE BRYANT

ZACK CHAVIS

CLEVELAND LOWRY

JAMES C. LOCKLEAR

678 Sch. Sqdn.

Btry.D., 179 F.A.

Co. H.147th Inf.

685th Sig.

Army Air Force

Camp Shelby,

A.P.O.#37 Serial No.

AW. Rept. Co.,

Bainbridge, Georgia

Mississippi

34176552

Drew Field, Florida

C/o Postmaster, San
Francisco, Calif.
ISAAC LOCKLEAR

HUBERT OXENDINE

CRESS WOODS

318 Service Sqd., 100

Special Training Etry.

(Address not known)

Ser. Grp

F. A. Rep. Tng. Center,

Dale Mabry Field,

Fort Sill, Oklahoma

Tallahassee, Florida
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Joseph Anderson was received on trial into the
Lumber River Holiness Methodist Conference in
1945 as a minister. In 1956 Elder Joseph Anderson
(sufficient gravity) "withdraw under complaints" left
the Lumber River Holiness Methodist Conference and
joined another branch of church. He returns to the
conference in 1966. Rev. Anderson joined the Lumber
River Holiness Methodist Conference once again and
continued in the ministry until his death in 1989.
Class Roll: Dan Chavis, class leader: Lady Strickland,
August 5, 1945. Joe Clark, class leader: Timothy

Anthony, Aundria Maynor, Rodney Strickland. 1972.

Strickland, Sr., April 2, 1944. Member, Willard

Locklear, James Jones, Rema Ransom, Alice R.

Strickland, April 1, 1945. Baptism of Children and

Collins, Jakie Locklear, Jimmie Bryant and Plummer

parents: September 24, 1944: Vashti Locklear, Shelby

Locklear. Vacation Bible School continues to be a vital

Jean Locklear, Mr. & Mrs. Jakie Locklear: Grady

program during the summer while our students are

Chavis, Mr. & Mrs. Walter Chavis: Patti L. Sanderson,

out of school. They look forward to this wonderful

Eugene Sanderson, Pandora Sanderson, Mr. & Mrs.

experience each year. A new clubhouse was built and

Leslie Sanderson, Sr.: Annie S. Oxendine, Mr. & Mrs.

it was a separate building next to the church. It could

Vernon Oxendine: Fred Strickland, Ted Strickland,

have been built before or after the present church

Ray Strickland, Mr. & Mrs. James Strickland. Mr.

was completed in 1952. Some of the events that were

Belton Bullard was a delegate from Cherokee Church

held in the clubhouse were: plate sales, homecoming

in 1945 at the annual conference.

dinners, harvest festival, children's day (held on

Vacation Bible School was held at New Prospect

Saturday), and other social events. This building was

Church in the summer of 1949. The director was Mr.

torn down in 1972 and the present fellowship hall

Wilson Chavis with an enrollment of 180. The

was constructed. W. J. Strickland, July 11, 1954

teachers were: James Bryant, Alice Chavis, Emma

(dis). Probationers: Donald Bullard, June 24, 1956.
Youth for Christ (training of young children and teens
to be tomorrow's leaders within the church) was
begun in 1956 by Rev. James Harold Woods for ages
14-24 year-old and is still active. This program is
directed by the present church lay leader, Sister Mary
Roberts. Sister Roberts has been church lay leader
since the early nineties (1990's ) and her assistant's
are: Sister Tina Locklear and Sister Melanie C.
Bullard. Past lay leaders were: Sister Alice Chavis,
Sister Patricia (Pat) Locklear, and Sister Mergie

Clubhouse: Mr and Mrs Timothy Strickland, Sr. 1972.

Strickland.
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New Prospect 1976
Beginning in the summer of 1963 our boys and

to preach on September 26, 1970. He joined the

girls spent one week at camp and they continue the

Lumber River Holiness Methodist Conference in

tradition. Some of the places they have attended

1972 and became the pastor of New Prospect

were: Camp Don Lee (1963). Union Chapel Church

Holiness Methodist Church in 1973 - present

(1964, 1966). Lake Junalaska (1982). Ridgecrest

(2001). Pastor Scott became a full-time pastor

(1983). Camp Dixie (1990). Camp Rockfish (1999).

at New Prospect in 1982. Ray Strickland and

Fort Caswell (2000) (2001.

Etherlene Scott, probationers, September 26, 1965.

The board approved a budget of $1,550.00 on

In 1965, the yearly attendance for New Prospect

November 26, 1963. On August 8, 1965, Willie

church was 89.2% and the value of the church was

Scott, Jr. Probationer. Mr. Scott to receive his license

$75,000.00.
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In 1968 The Sunday School collected more

work, she taught music, language arts and chorus in

money than in previous years, because some

The Public Schools of Robeson County School System

individuals made pledges. Mrs. Lucinda Bullard and

at the elementary and high school level. In 1980 the

Mrs. Aliebertha Strickland received a twenty (20)

value of the church was $180,000.00 with 129 full

year teaching merit from the annual conference

members.

in 1968.
George & Vonnie Warriax, Leo & Margaret

In 1981 Bible Study began with approximately ten
(10) faithful members who joined themselves together

Woods, Ruthie Strickland, Martha Dial, and Jerry

to study the Holy word (Bible). Today, in the year

Locklear were baptized August 10, 1969.

2001 in the month of October some of these same

Baptism of infants and name of parents: May 5,

faithful members continue to study the Holy Word

1970: Christopher Scott, Mr. & Mrs. Willie Scott, Jr.,

(Bible) together. They love Jesus and want to know

Rickie McGirt, Mr. & Mrs. Herman McGirt. September

more about his Holy precious word. A few of those

13, 1970: Jennifer Locklear, Rev. & Mrs. Adrian

who joined with us in 1981 are no longer with us,

Locklear, Rodney Strickland, Mr. & Mrs. Donald

because they are asleep with Jesus now and we

Strickland. Carolyn Strickland, Probation: October

miss them dearly but we have that blessed hope

10, 1971. In 1971 all classrooms were remodeled

that we shall meet again when Jesus comes back for

and installed air-conditioning in church. Also,

his children.

organized a young married couples class. The

Some of those who are no longer with us are:

average yearly attendance in 1973 was 80.75% with

Sister Annie Strickland, Sister Margaret Woods, Sister

127 members. Carpet was installed in the sanctuary

Ruth McNeill and her mother, Sister Rosa L. Chavis.

and a new education building was completed. The

Those who are still with us include: Sister Ruthie

church is valued at $125,000.00.

Strickland, Brother Eugene Bryant, Sister Pandora

A new organ, water fountain, and song books

Strickland, Sister Carolyn Strickland, Sister Sue A.

were purchased in 1974. In 1975 the budget for New

Maynor, Sister Mabel Sanderson, Sister Helen

Prospect Holiness Methodist Church was $16,700.00

Brayboy, Sister Christine Oxendine (organized

and the pastors salary was $2,500.00. In 1976

through her efforts), Brother Donald Bullard, Brother

installed new lights in sanctuary. The average yearly

Elmore Anderson, Brother Donald Strickland, Sister

attendance in 1976 was 89.8%. In 1978 one new

Sandra S. Graham, Sister Bonise Bryant, Sister

Sunday school class was added. The Women's

Etherlene Scott, Sister Marilyn Cooper, Rev. Willie

Missionary Union (WMU) was begun during the fall

Scott, Jr., and others. The Bible Study teachers are:

of 1978 by Sister Janice Bryant and it continues to be

Sister Pandora Strickland, Brother Eugene Bryant,

a vital program within the church for the purpose of

Sister Ruth McNeill (deceased), Sister Sue A. Maynor,

supporting mission's locally and worldwide. Sister

Sister Carolyn Strickland, Brother Donald Bullard and

Janice has been a local missionary in the area since

joining us is Brother William P. Roberts.
A new ramp and a new bus were purchased

1978. She takes individuals to the hospital and doctor
for appointments and also visits individuals in their

in 1982. In 1983 a pastor's study with furniture

home. Before she was called by the Lord to do mission

was added to the church and the parking area was

137

New

Prospect

Mr and Mrs Fernie Barton

Mr and Mrs Tommy Chavis

Junior Choir

Holiness

Luanda Bullard

Mr Elbert Clark

Ms Maggie Jones and Louellen

James E. Locklear and family
Ms Lillie Locklear
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Jessie B. Bullard and family

Ms Tressie Clark

Ms Idella Locklear

Mr Quincie Locklear
Made in 1976
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Mr and Mrs Henry Lowery

Bertha Strickland
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Lake Junalaska, 1982. Summer camp (music week). NC
Great Smokey Mountains. Left to right: Janice Bryant
Etherlene Scott, Jennifer Locklear, Robyn Strickland, Rae D.
Strickland, Brian Oxendine, Chancellor Strickland, Joan
Warriax and Jhonathan Strickland.

This is the lake at Lake Junalaska.

Jhonathan, Carolyn and Rae Don Strickland in our cabin.

Chancellor and Jhonathan Strickland in music class.

Rev. Bishop and Mrs Willie Scott, Jr., vacation Cherokee
NC, 1986.

Left to right: Jason and Jessica Bryant, Etherlene Scott,
Carolyn and Donald Strickland and Margaret Woods,
vacation, Cherokee, NC, 1986.
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Janice Bryant with church children, 1993.

paved. A billboard was erected beside the highway

degrees from a four-year university to lead the

and the parking area was paved with black asphalt

membership in worship service and various choirs

in 1988. Also in 1988 the value of the church was

within the congregation. They are: Sister Pandora

$240,000.00 with 137 members. From 1989-1994

Strickland (combination) and she plays the organ.

there was a building fund which was used for special

Sister Sandra Strickland (young people) and also

church needs. The annual spring BBQ began in 1989

plays the organ. Sister Janice Bryant (men's choir

and continues to take place the weekend (Saturday)

and acteens). Other singers include: The Strickland

prior to spring revival which begins the third week in

(Ronald, Sandra, and Shelly) family, Brother Wendell

April. Beginning in the early fifties (1950's), revivals

Ramsay, Sister Shelly Strickland, Paige Jones, James

were held at night and lasted for one week (Sunday

William (J.W.) Roberts, Harold Warriax, Jr. and

through Friday night).

others. A junior choir during the 1970‟s and 1980‟s

During the early nineties (1990's) New Prospect

was discontinued in the late eighties (1980's).
The exhorter's are: Brother Eugene Bryant and

decreased the days from six to four nights (Sunday
through Wednesday night). Also in October; the

Brother William Perry Roberts. Past exhorter's were:

annual fall revival begins the third Sunday night,

Brother William Lowry, Sister Aliebertha Strickland

and on the 4th Sunday a covered dish meal is

(deceased), and Brother Vernon Oxendine

prepared and served by the ladies of the church

(deceased). The Trustees are: Brother Eugene Bryant,

to the congregation and guests. This event is

Brother Alex Strickland and Brother Robert Brayboy.

called "homecoming."

The church Stewards are: Brother Jakie Bullard,

New Prospect is well known and respected in

Brother Charles Bryant and Brother Gary Locklear.

the community, conference, and county for their fine

The Class Leaders are: Brother Palmer Bryant, Brother

singing. We are blessed to have pianist with music

Donnie Chavis, Brother Ronald Strickland, Brother
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Christmas Play 1981: Standing: Robyn Strickland. Sitting
left to right: Welby, Rodney Strickland, Anthony Maynor.

Methodist

Church

Chancellor Strickland: Christmas Play 1987.

Homecoming October 1994, left to right: Lady Strickland,
Katherine Wolinsky, Shelby Locklear and Doshia Jacobs.

Conference Family Day: NC Indian Cultural Center, 1994.

Fellowship hall: Young people at an all-night rock-a-thon
to raise money for a special need. 1995. Left to right:
Michelle Fizzell, Amy Woods.

Left to right: Rae Don Strickland, Shelly Strickland, Beth
Locklear, Latoya Robets, Anya Chavis, Dedri Locklear, Tina
Strickland and J. W. Roberts (Girls sleep-over 1994).
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William P. Roberts and Brother Allan Lloyd. The Song

leader is Sister Etherlene Scott. Past Song Leaders
were: Sister Mabel Sanderson and Sister Patricia
Locklear. The Sunday School Teachers are: Sister
Mabel Sanderson (Nursery), Sister Carolyn Strickland
(Toddlers), Sister Sandra Graham (Primary), Sister
Rowena Locklear (juniors), Sister Sue A. Maynor (preteens), Sister Mary Roberts, Sister Patricia Jones and
Brother Wendell Ramsay (young teens), Sister Janice
Bryant (young people), Sister Michelle Fizzell (young
married people), Brother Eugene Bryant (married
adults), Sister Mergie Strickland (adult ladies) and

Adults Ladies Class 1998.

Brother Allan Lloyd (adult men).
The Sunday School Assistant Teachers at New
Prospect Church are: Sister Helen L. Bullard, Brother
Joe Chavis, Jr., Sister Rae Don Carol Strickland, Sister
Harva Jacobs, Sister Norva Locklear, Sister Noreen
Oxendine, Sister Marie Moore, Sister Elvie Bullard,
Sister Annie N. Locklear Hunt, Brother Anthony
Maynor, Brother William P. Roberts, Brother Wilbert
Bullard, Mrs Arielma Clark, Brother Donald Bullard,
Brother Palmer Bryant, Sister Pandora Strickand
and others.
The Superintendent at New Prospect is Brother
New Prospect Sanctuary 2007

Elmore Anderson with Brother Donnie Chavis as his
assistant. Past Superintendent's were: Brother Palmer
Bryant, Brother D. Chavis, Brother Ray Strickland,
Brother James Bryant (deceased), Brother Willie F.
Bryant, Sr.(deceased) and Brother Eugene Bryant.
The custodian is Sister Helen L. Bullard. The past
custodian's were: Brother William & Sister Dicie
Lowry and Sister Mabel Sanderson. Brother
Manassas (Nassie) Chavis (deceased) was a man
with limited abilities, but he always made sure that

New Prospect Sanctuary 2001.Shelly Strickland (our own
Miss Lumbee 2007), Sandra S. Graham, Miss North
Carolina: Lorna McNeill, 2007.

the hymnbooks were properly stored and taken care
of each Sunday.
Past Librarian's were: Sister Selena Locklear and
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Back row left to right: Phillip Bryant, Fred Strickland, Ether L. Cummings, Margaret Woods, Patricia Locklear, Mabel Sanderson, Ronald Strickland, Sandra Strickland,
Annie Strickland, Carolyn Strickland w/ Chancellor Strickland, ?, Fernie Barton, Louisana Barton, ?, Annie S. Clark, Ruthie Strickland, Bonise Bryant, Rosa L Chavis,
Monica Bullard, Eugene Bryant, Martha Dial, Palmer Bryant, Evelyn Locklear, Helen L. Bullard, Sandra Sanderson, Angela Bryant w/Tanisha Bryant, Rev. Adrian
Locklear, ? ?, Pattie Locklear, Leslie Sanderson, Jr., Dicie Lowery, Donna Locklear, Stella Anderson, Pandora Strickland. 2nd L to R: ?, Lillie Strickland, Vonnie Bullard,
Janice Bryant, Sue A. Maynor, Etherlene Scott, Dorene Barton, Donna Scott, ?, Narva D. Lowery, Rowena Lowery,Annee Bethea, Katherine Wolinsky, Jerry Locklear.
Standing front L to R: Rev. Willie Scott, Jr., Stan Grady, William Lowery, Janice Grady, Silas Strickland, Sr., Rosie L. Bullard, Timothy Strickland, St., Elaine Strickland,
Marie Strickland, Leo Woods, Michelle Strickland, ?, Angle Woods, Tranda Brayboy, Linda Strickland, ?, Lisa C. Brayboy, David Bryant, Kelvin Locklear, Michael
Strickland, Aundria Maynor, Stephanie Strickland, Helen Brayboy, Ray Strickland, ? ?, Robert Brayboy, Alex Strickland, Bravo Strickland, Alvin Dial, Twyla Jacobs,
Jimmy Bryant, Stacy Clark. Standing front children L to R: Alishia Maynor, Robyn H. Strickland, ? ?, Rena Strickland, Jennifer Locklear, ? ?. Kneeling L to R: Mike Woods,
Anthony Maynor, Christopher Scott, Welby T. Strickland, Kevin Bryant, Rodney P. Strickland, ?. Sitting: James Anderson. July 4, 1976. Celebrating our
independence.

Back row left to right: Chevila Bullard, Shelly Strickland, Evelyn Locklear, Jonathan Brooks, Norene Oxendine, Galena Chavis, Derick Lowry, Harvey Cooper, Kenneth
Oxendine, Sue Ann Maynor, Donnie Chavis, Wendell Ramsay, Linda Chavis, Barry Graham, Joe Chavis, Jr. w/grandchild, Harold F. Warriax, Jr., Allison Warriax,
Felix(foreign exchange student,Germany). Second L to R: Ann Jacobs, Carlie Chavis, Marilyn Cooper, Ruthie Strickland, Melanie Bullard, Carla Chavis, Anthony Maynor,
Latoya Roberts, Mary Roberts, Donald Strickland. Third L to R: Helen Brayboy, Katherine Wolinski, Rachel Brooks w/Sarah Brooks, Fourth L to R: Shelby Locklear, Patricia
Jones, Allison Locklear, Shelia Locklear, Rev. Willie Scott, Jr., Rae Don C. Strickland, Etherlene Scott, Alexis Maynor, Joyce Maynor, W. Perry Roberts, Detective Mark
Locklear. Front L to R: Timothy Strickland, Sr., Leo Woods, Gloria Woods, Rev. Clester Locklear, Cindy Sanderson, John C. Locklear, Jerry Locklear, Amy W. Locklear,
Joan Jones, Norma Oxendine, Mike Woods, Kim Woods, Courtney Oxendine, Nicolette Jacobs, O'Brian Anderson, Christine Oxendine, Ellen Locklear, Robyn S. Ramsay,
Carolyn Strickland, Harold F. Warriax, Sr., Pandora Strickland, Janice Bryant, Eugene Bryant, Sharon Warriax, Ray Strickland, and Elmore Anderson. Children L to R:
Corey Lowery, Dustin Ramsay, Carlena Oxendine, Christian Locklear, Kyle Woods, Nicholas Jacobs, Cameron Woods, Sierra Bro oks, Maranda Woods, Samantha
Locklear, James W. (J.W.)Roberts. March, 200.
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New Prospect Cemetery

(deceased). The present librarian

once a year from the church
and the married adult class

is Brother Stevie Jacobs. The

(Brother Eugene Bryant's

church Secretary is Sister Linda

Sunday School Class).

S. Tyler. Past secretaries were:

Sister Linda Bullard prints

Sister Stephanie S. Chavis, Sister

the bulletin for the church which

Evelyn Locklear and Sister

list what is taking place. Each

Patricia Locklear. The treasurer

quarter the Lord's Supper is

is Brother Palmer Bryant (1987-

observed by the congregation

2001) and past treasurers were:

and in years past the doors

Brother Martin Clark (deceased)

would be locked during this

and Brother Leslie Sanderson,

sacred time. The Love Feast is

Sr. (deceased). The budget

followed on the second Sunday

committee consist of Brother

and each Christian has an

Robert Brayboy, chairman,

opportunity to witness for Jesus.

Brother Delton Lowry, Brother

When an individual spends

Alex Strickland, and Sister Sue

at least one night in the hospital

A. Maynor, Secretary.
Each year there is an Easter

Church

Mrs Bernie Barton. 2000.

from the congregation. A pastor's

program and Christmas program, began in the

appreciation Sunday has been observed during the

1960's, which is directed by the church lay leader

month of October beginning in the late 1990's.

and presented by members within the congregation.
A Mother's day program and a Father's day program

The following members from New Prospect church
who serve(d) on annual conference bar (1900-2001).

(1970's) are also presented. At the end of the school
year, the student's who are graduating are recognized and honored by the church and conference
with a program and lunch began in the late 1990's.
The senior citizen's (age 65 and up) have a secret pal
during the year who give them gifts, cards, etc., and
at Christmastime they find out who they are during
a covered dish dinner. Also; September is Senior
Citizen month, and they enjoy a meal prepared by
the conference on the fourth Sunday with a program,
and a meal by the church on the fifth Sunday. The
young people prepare a meal for them during the
year; and also, they are given a love offering at least

they receive a love offering

Mary Roberts (conference secretary) 95-96, 982001. Rev. Willie Scott, Jr. (bishop) 97-2001,
(trustee) 1973-74, 1980-1990 and steward. Rev.
Adrian Locklear (trustee) 1972, 1977-1979. Donald
Bullard (treasure) 1978-2001. Alex Strickland
(steward). Fred Strickland (steward). Mergie
Strickland (lay leader) 1995-1996. Janice Bryant
(program committee). She has been active in the
conference since 1964 and in 1991 was presented
a handmade quilt by the conference at Hopewell
church for her work. Palmer Bryant (Sunday School
Supervisor) 1985-1986, (Treasurer) 2001-2002.
Joe Chavis, Sr. (welfare board and budget
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committee). Eugene Bryant (budget committee).

Chavis, Sr., (deceased), Brother Alexander Strickland,

Pandora Strickland (education) and others.

(deceased), Rev. Tommy O. Chavis, (deceased),

The following members from New Prospect who

Brother Dannie Chavis, (deceased), Brother Henry

joined the Lumber River Holiness Methodist Church

H. Woods, Jr., (deceased), Brother Nocie Lee (N.L.)

Conference as a minister. Rev. Elias Locklear, Isaiah

Locklear (deceased ), Sister Mabel Sanderson, Sister

Locklear who is the son of Rev. Elias, Rev. Joseph

Janice Bryant, Brother Eugene Bryant and also;

Anderson, Rev. C. W. Oxendine, Sr., Rev. Adrian

Pastors: Past and present: Rev. Bishop Willie Scott,

Locklear, Rev. Fred Strickland, Rev. Ward Clark, Jr.,

Jr., and others.

Bishop, Rev. Belton Bullard, Bishop, Rev. Willie Scott,

This concludes a brief history of New Prospect

Jr., (Bishop) Rev. Clyde Locklear and Rev. Clester

Holiness Methodist Church. May we also prepare the

Locklear.

right way for others to continue the service of the Lord.

The outstanding leaders at New Prospect Holiness
Methodist Church past and present: Brother Joe

I pray the Lord's blessings upon this work and may it
be pleasing to him. Amen.

New Prospect Church Late 1950s
(right to left) Sue Ann Strickland Maynor, Ander Clark, Patti Sanderson, Kathleen Sanderson, Arrelious (blue eyes) Chavis
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Jhonthan Strickland, 1996.

Robyn Heather Strickland, 1992.
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Willard and Lady Strickland, 1992.

Carolyn Strickland, 1996

Rodney Strickland, 1987.

The history of New Prospect Holiness Methodist Church and also the video were compiled and written by
Carolyn Strickland. It took (3) three years to complete this work: 1999-2002. Daughter of Mr.
Willard and Lady Locklear Strickland. Spouse: Donald R. Strickland. Children: Rodney Pierre Strickland, Welby
Tate Strickland, Robyn Heather Strickland Ramsay, Chancellor Vaughn Strickland, Jhonathan Matthew
Strickland and Rae Don Carol Strickland.
Special thanks to the following individuals for their information and kindness:
Mrs Mabel Sanderson, Mrs Helen L. Bullard, Mrs Nancy Oxendine, Mrs Marilyn Cooper, Mr Donald W.
Bullard, Mrs Patricia (Pat) Locklear,Mrs Pandora Strickland, Mrs Alonzo (Carol) Oxendine, Mr Warren Love,
Mr Charles Bryant, Mrs Louisa Locklear (Prospect U. Methodist Church), Rev. Bill J. Locklear (Prospect U.
Methodist Church), Dr. Linda Emmanuel (daughter of Rev. James E. Oxendine), Mrs Newman (Thelma)
Oxendine {Israel Locklear} granddaughter, Mrs Calvin Lowry, Mrs Connee Brayboy, Mr Bowman Freeman, Mrs
Annie L Jacobs Freeman (Rev. Z. R. Jacobs' daughter), Mrs Flora Locklear (Rev. Isaiah Locklear's daughter),
Mr Ronald Lowry, grandson H. H. Lowry.
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So, let us continue to serve God in the admiration
and trust that He so richly deserves by continuing as
the Old Saints did almost one hundred years ago.
Our mission also is to serve God, and compel others to
seek the road that leads to eternal life. "The lost being
saved is the focus and center of our church. Surely, let
us continue to strive together in the labor of our Lord
Jesus Christ".
Amen
The church is located at 5590 Oxendine School Road,
Maxton, North Carolina, in Robeson County. Traveling
west from Red Springs to Maxton on Highway 71, exit
off on the right at Oxendine School Road. The church
is approximately one mile on the left across from
"AS YOUR PASTOR, we come to you today with great

Oxendine School. (910-843-2621)

joy and admiration of what God has given us through
the years. What a wonderful story of how the

ORDER OF WORSHIP

dedication of one family saw a need to begin God's

Sunday School Enter to

Church. Surely, they were touched by God to fulfill a

Worship Youth Night

great need. For this, the Oxendine Family will always

Youth Sunday

be at the center of our hearts for their great sacrifice

Wednesday Bible Study

that took place so many years ago. We will forever

Conference Singing

give God thanks for "adding to the church daily as

Children Church

9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Alternate Sessions
4th Sundays
11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
5th Sundays
Sundays11:00 a.m.

He sees fit".

Background
LIFE WAS HARD and rough in rural Robeson County

labor. "...this we commanded you, that if any would

for many people. There were few farms owned by the

not work neither should he eat." II Thess 3:10

Indian people during the early 1900's. Most families

Many times families depended on each other

lived on sharecropper's property because land was

for gathering food, water, and shelter for the family.

available only for the rich. Or, perhaps it was too

As quoted by an elderly saint, "You come over to our

expensive to purchase by our forefathers. So, many

house for a barn raising this week, and we will gather

families chose to work long hours in exchange for a

up our equipment and mules and come to your place to

house to live in with the family. The mode of life was

cut cards of wood before the next hard winter freeze".

not pleasant but somehow our forbearers managed to

This was not a time for malice and ill will, but a time for

survive and carve out a living that was worthy of their

sharing one another's burdens and many times these

150

Cherokee

Chapel

Church

burdens became a time for seeing and witnessing about

number of members from the church would immediately

God's work.

attend to the works of the church and form an alliance
with each others for service.

As reported, one member stated that there was

Hard work was never a cause for failing to

no set time for camp meetings, a meeting could start
between two neighbors and within minutes others would

assemble. As we remember, services were held on

join in the worship service. Mrs. Susan Oxendine, co-

Sundays afternoon and would continue in the member's

founder of Cherokee Chapel Church, was quoted as

home until late in the evening. Folks were busy, but

saying, "we must go to the Jones for service", and a

never too busy for God and the Church.

Birth of the Church
We would like to honor the late Mr. Luther Oxendine

In 1914, the church was organized on a plot of land

and his wife, Mrs. Susan Lowery Oxendine for

under a "Brush Arbor" which was named Wakulla

providing the land of what is known as Cherokee

Mission. The mission was approximately 30 feet long

Chapel Holiness Methodist Church.

and 10 feet wide. The first service held was the Fall

Mr. Luther

revival around Mid-October when the crops had

Oxendine was the

been harvested. It was surely a time for worshipping

son of Mr. Charles

God and giving Him thanks for His "boundless love".

W. Oxendine

As revealed to us from church records, we see

and Mrs. Nancy

approximately 35 to 40 adults and children in

Mariah Oxendine,

attendance at this first meeting of God's Church.

and Mrs. Susan

The offering collected was approximately $2.50.

Lowery Oxendine

Mr. & Mrs. Oxendine realized that the Indian

was the daughter

people of the Wakulla Community needed a church

of Mr. Calvin

where our people could gather themselves in one

Lowery and Mrs. Mariah Sampson. She was also the

band of Christian Love to praise God through songs

granddaughter of Mr. Henry and Mrs. Nancy

and Bible‟s Readings.

Sampson, the first Sampson family to live in Robeson
County, and the niece of the legendary Henry Berry
Lowery.
Rev. F.R. Lowery was assigned to the new mission
point near Wakulla at the Annual Conference held
in 1912. That year, in his report as Conference
Missionary, he reported that he had preached “last
spring" at the school house above Wakulla, N.C. He
reported that there was a good congregation every
Sunday. Again, in 1913, he reported that the Mission
Brush Arbor, 1914-1916

Point of Wakulla was progressive, and that a glorious
revival had been held.
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The original co-founders who stepped out in
faith that day were:

Church

As noted from the church documents, Mr and
Mrs. Henry Oxendine's baby and Mrs. Susan

Mrs. Susan L. Oxenidne, Mr. Alvin Chavis,

Oxendine were the first two individuals buried in the

Mr. John Hall and his Wife, Mrs. Cora Hall,

church's cemetery. Mrs. Susan Jones, sister of Mrs.

Mr. George Pevia, and his wife Mrs. Appie Pevia.

Oxendine, members of the early church often
gathered at different homes to worship.
"Every Sunday was a special day set aside

"What a great day in the Lord its must have
been when those old Saints of God from long, long

for worship, and sometimes we would gather during

ago encounter and did experience on that day,

the week for service". Mrs. Jones stated, "my sister

and that we are still enjoying and celebrating

would often walk to different homes and many

here today!"

people would follow here to have a revival meeting.

Mr. Conrad Oxendine, the son of Mr. Luther

That was the only way back then that we traveled".

Oxendine, provides some insight as to how the

What a sacrifice and today we often give excuses

church was named Cherokee. He said, "My father

as to why we cannot ride in cars to church.

saw it only fitting that our church should carry an
Indian name. Those early six members of the church

First Church Building and Structure Changes

knew that these hallowed grounds would always

through the Years:

be a place where God's people would gather

In 1915, the church explored the possibility of

themselves for worship. With that, we know that the

building a permanent structure, and by 1916 the

church was in recognition of us, the "Lumbees", and

first church began to materialize. The timber and

also a name that would remain the same as long as

land was cut and cleared from the church property

God's reign upon this land, and until we "shall

and from the adjoining land owned by Mr. and Mrs.

inherit everlasting life and time shall be no more",

Luther Oxendine.
Mr. Judie Revels and Mr. Lonnie Revels used large

DEED ( see previous page)

mules to pull logs from the swamp, and then another

State of North Carolina, Robeson County, Book 150,

group of worked trimmed the logs. The logs were cut

This deed made the 17th Day of July, 1918 by Mr.

into and hauled with a two-horse wagon to Mr. Zinger

Luther Oxendine, and his wife, Mrs. Susan.

Hall's Sawmill. The mill was approximately six miles

We must also give honor and thanks to another

from Red Springs. The trees were processed and

vital part of our functioning community. In addition

returned to the building site. The church was built with

to the church grounds, Mr. Luther and Mrs. Susan

Long Leaf Pine and the seats were made from poplar

Oxendine provided the land to build Oxendine

wood. The final measurements were 60 feet long and

Elementary School. The school services more than

40 feet wide. To make the building even more secure,

five hundred students each year. It is a place where

the church was ceiled both top and sides. The builders

students can study and learn the valuable skills

of the original structured church were: Rev. Z.R.

necessary for life. The family was gracious enough

Jacobs, Pastor, Mr. Anderson Brewer, School Trustee,

to share the family name with the school. The school

Mr. Luther Oxendine Sr., Leader, Mr. Richard Chavis,

opened with one teacher, the late Mrs. Ireana

Prospect Church, Mr. Moraine Jacobs, Bear Swamp

Locklear Dial. During that time, the school building

Church, Mr. Henry H. Woods, Prospect Church, and

served as a place for worship until 1916.

Mr. Henry Jacobs, Prospect Church.
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attend school until late October after the harvest was

idea for expanding the church. New wings and

complete. By the middle of the 1950's times began

classrooms were added to the white wooden

to change in rural Robeson County. Children were

structure. This addition provided classroom space for

required to be in school earlier, and they were often

the adult Sunday School Classroom. This tradition is

needed in the field after school to harvest the last

still a symbol of our church today. By the Spring of

crops before winter. According to Mr. James H

1948, Mr. Bennie Emanuel and Mr. Leonard Locklear

Woods, "times were hard, but life was good".

were hired to add "new pews" in the sanctuary. The

In December of 1960, the first church structure

church began to grow with increased attendance

burned. It was again that the school opened its doors

and membership. More and more individuals began

to the church and church was not interrupted. By

to set aside Sunday as a day for worship.

March of 1961, a group of members laid plans for

In the following years, we remember years

rebuilding the church. Mr. Martin L.Lowery, our pastor,

filled with events for the church and school. The

Mr. Harley Well Oxendine, Mr Dallas Jacobs, Mr.

community has always enjoyed years of success as

Lonnie Lowery, and Mr. Shirley Locklear spear headed

both branches of power worked and toiled together

the Major construction for a new church building.

hand-and-hand. During these years there was no

During this time, the community experienced a

separation of church and state, no separation of

great deal of love and compassion for what God

religious connection, and basically in those times

had in store for the church community. Folks came

the "Church" was responsible for a child's education.

from every part of the county, sometimes from other

In days passed, Cherokee Church and Oxendine

states to assist in the rebuilding of God's Church.

School was and will always be a center point for the

The people worked long and hard hours and by

community. Teaching began at home and

December of 1961 the new church was ready. "...

continued within the church. Many children were

we are the labourers together with God" 1 Cor. 3:9

unable to
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Birth of the Church
Church Hall of Fame:
1914-1918

Rev. French R. Lowery

1918-1919

Rev. Z.R. Jacobs

1919-1920

Rev. Mahoney Locklear

1921-1923

Rev. Z.R. Jacobs

1924-1927

Rev. Lawrence A. Oxendine

1928-1929

Rev. Z. R. Jacobs

1930-1932

Rev. James R. Lowery

1933-1936

Rev. Tommy T. Sweat

1937-1938

Rev. Isaiah Locklear

1939-1940

Rev. Tommy T. Sweat

1941-1942

Rev. Isaiah Locklear

1943-1944

Rev. Tommy O. Chavis

1945-1949

Rev. Joseph Anderson

1950-1957

Rev. Martin L. Lowery

1958-1959

Rev. Pete Locklear

1960-1963

Rev. Martin L. Lowery

1963-1974

Rev. James H. Woods

1975-1997

Rev. Julian Ransom

1998-Present

Rev. Jimmy F. Locklear

Note: Wakulla Mission was named Cherokee Circuit
in 1939, and 1964, the church was renamed
Cherokee Chapel Holiness Methodist Church.
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Major builders

Mr. Harley W. Oxendine

Mr. Dallas Jacobs

Mr. Lonnie Lowery

Mr. Shirley Locklear
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Conrad and Ruth Oxendine
Children: Connie O. Bullard; Ronnie Oxendine; Christopher Oxendine

Oxendine; Arthur; Muriel; Arthur; Annie Mae; Adrian; Evelyn; Jamon, James; Sandra; Teresa
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Susie O. Jones family. Berletha, Margie, Addith

Rev. Belton & Essie Locklear family Jimmy, Bonnie, Joe
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Jennings Bullard
Assistant Superintendent

Crawley Locklear
Superintendent

Clayton Locklear
Treasurer

Church

Rose M. McNeil
Publicity Chairperson

Charlotte Chavis Assistant
Secretary

Susan Deese-Librarian
Sandra Oxendine-Asst. Librarian

Linda Oxendine
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Teen Voices

Annie Chavis
Choirster

Connie Bullard
Pianist

Adult Choir
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Belcher, Dianne Alexis,
Deidre, Joshua, Ariel, Susan

Blue, Nena, Josie, Claire,
Emily Oxendine

Brewer, Aaron and Betty

Brewer, Marcie

Bryant, Nolan and Mary

Bullard, Eunice

Bullard, Jennings and Connie
Jolena, Suzette, Crystal, Deanna

Bullard, Whyoner

Burney, James and Sylvia
Tommy, Chad B, Racheks: Bertha
Mae Edwards (Mother) Shad

Chavis, Catherine

Chavis, Carl and Charlotte

Chavis, Clyde and Annie

Chavis, Guy E.

Chavis, Ila Mae

Chavis, James and Debbie
James Bryan, Rebecca

Chavis, Orleane Deidra
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Chavis, Roy Lee and Glenda

Hammonds, Ella M.

Chapel

Chavis, Wade

Clark, Anothy and Karen Mason

Cumings, Patricia Dawn

Hunt, Danny and Dana
Chelsea, Dariann, Justin

Jackson, Carl

Hunt, Carolyn Ronnie
Brewer

Jacobs, Wallace and Gladys Jacobs, Wilbert and Barbara
Patience, Alisha, Patrice

Locklear, Billy and Patsy
Sequoya, Shane, Kinston,
Billie Jo

Church

Locklear, Bracy and
Sherlene
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Lambert, Furnie and
Elaine Felisa, Eric, Ferrin,
Kelton

Lambert, Patricia C.

Locklear, Clayton and
Sheila Shenen

Locklear, Crawley Bernard,
Kevin, Danny, Bernita, Sheba,
Dana, Shawn, Justin Crawley,
Jordan, Gabriel, Nancy, Loria,
Dariann, Chelsea

Locklear, Jimmy F. and Annia

Locklear, Karl Andrea

Locklear, Maude

Locklear, Ruth C.

Locklear, Joe Carolyn Hunt

Locklear, Joe Glenn

Locklear, Johnny and Debbie

Andrea

Latria, Reva, TJ

Locklear, Kernice and
Dorothy

Locklear, Kernice J. and
Mary

Locklear, Melton and
Bernice Crystal, Melvin,
Shenna, Kirstyn

Locklear, Myrtle

Locklear, Sherman and
Brenda Gavin, Garrett

McNeil, Rose Marie Chelsey

Locklear, Martin and Mary
Daniel, Elizabeth

Locklear, Ronald and
Myra Derek

and Morgan Revels Stephen
Strickland
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Oxendine, Bobby
Leigh, Shannon

Cherokee

Oxendine, Freddie and Joyce

Chapel

Oxendine, Genette

Oxendine, Kimberly,

Oxendine, Linda F.

Elizabeth,Rebecca, Cameron

Valerie, Dakota J. Turnmire

Church

Oxendine, Harley W. Jr.

Oxendine, Lorraine
Mildred, Anita, Jo, Andrea,

Oxendine, James and Debra
Christy, Christopher, Carta

Oxendine, Marie
Mark, Jason

Corey, Craig

Oxendine, Ruth

Oxendine, Shelia

Scott, Myrna

Sheffield, James W. and Clara
L. Alan, Jonathan, Shawn

Wilkins, Eugene and Julianna

Woods, Russell Jr.

Ryan, Luther

Strickland, Russell and
Christina Christopher, Alex

Talley, Elvin Chris, Victoria
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Cherokee

Henry and Mary Bryant

Chapel

Bullard, Donald, Patricia,
Chris

Gloria and Jamie Chavis

Church

Vickie and Lachelle Bullard

Jones, Deborah, Jeremy,
Bradley, Ashley
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Chavis, Clyde, Annie,
John, Anna

Oxendine, Harley, Molly,
Paula, Harley III

Cherokee

Chapel

Church

Memorials

Ernest and Cathrine Chavis

John and Patty Chavis

Chavis Leola

James Everleigh

Georgia Locklear

Lester Locklear

Jessie B. Chavis

Dovie Scott

Rev. Pete Locklear

Bosie Locklear

Muriel Oxendine
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Viler Jane Chavis

Spencer and Fancy Locklear

Woods, Russell, Sr.

Cherokee

Chapel

Church

Children of Luther and Susan Oxendine. Charles Elwood
Nancy Mariah, Henry Redell (not pictured), Leola, Luther C., Auther (not pictured), Susie C, Conrad, (not pictured)
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Cherokee

Chapel

WHAT MONEY CAN BUY

Church

WHAT MONEY CAN'T BUY,

Money Will Buy: A bed BUT NOT sleep.

Jesus Christ can give freely without charge.

Books BUT NOT brains,

Is Jesus Christ Your Lord and Savior?

Food BUT NOT appetite

If not, You can get a new lease on life

Finery BUT NOT beauty.

right now.

A house BUT NOT a home.

Confess to God that You have sinned and

Medicine BUT NOT health.

that YOU want to turn from your sins to

Luxuries BUT NOT culture.

receive Jesus as Lord of your Life. Through

Amusement BUT NOT happiness.

that step of believing - faith YOU can start

A crucifix BUT NOT a Savior.

life afresh with your sins forgiven and a new

A church pew BUT NOT heaven.

life in CHRIST.
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Macedonia Holiness Methodist Church

ALLENDALE
TOWNSHIP
RAEFORD, NC
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MACEDONIA joined the Conference in 1938.

Methodist

Church

In December 1945, snow was on the ground,

It was on October 14, 1938 that a deed was made

when the ground breaking ceremony was done.

to Trustees of the Lumbee River Annual Conference

About five brothers were there. Mr. Rod Locklear,

of the Holiness Methodist Church. The land was

Mr. Rodney Locklear, Mr. and Mrs. Willie Brewer

described as being in Allendale Township, in Hoke

and Pastor and Mrs. Isaiah Locklear were present

County, North Carolina. The deed was recorded in

at that time. Pastor Isaiah Locklear started preaching

the office of Register of Deeds for the county of Hoke

at the age of 29. Macedonia Church was the third

in Book 69, Page 383.

Church where Pastor Isaiah Locklear preached. In

On motion of Rev. Ml. Lowry, the Lumbee River

the history of Macedonia Church, we have had ten

Annual Conference of the Holiness Methodist Church

wonderful men of God to pastor at our Church.

in regular session

Some stayed for years,

November 8, 1958,

others for a short while,

passed an order for a

but all of them were

portion of land to be

loved. Some of them

used as a cemetery,

have gone on to be

known as Macedonia

with the Lord, and

Church Cemetery. There

their work on earth is

were three preachers

finished. Today we know

who pastured old

that their prayers are still

Macedonia Church.

being answered.

They were Jim Maynor,

Pastor C.W.

Doc Oxendine, and

Oxendine worked with

Tommy Swett. Old

Macedonia Church for

Macedonia Church

twenty-three years and

burned in 1940 around

even became a member

Christmas time. It was located about 3/4 mile from

of Macedonia Church. After he became very ill,

where it is now located. Pastor Tommy Swett was the

which was late in his life, he was assisted by Rev.

preacher of old Macedonia at the time. When the

Hilton Deese. He stayed with us until the Lord called

church burned, there was an Indian school on the

him home in 1998.

land where the Church is located today. The school

Since 1940, a lot of improvements have been

was used temporarily for worship services. Rev. Isaiah

made to our Church with the Lord's grace and

Locklear was called by Mr. And Mrs. Willie Brewer.

mercy. He has given us a beautiful place to serve

The Brewers, Mr. Rod Locklear, and Pastor Isaiah

and worship him. We give Him all the praise and

Locklear and wife were worshiping together at

thanks for the jobs that we have, so that we might

that time.

keep His holy place beautiful.
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Church Board - 2001

Rev. Wayland Anderson, Bro. Randy Locklear, Bro. Donald Hammonds, Bro. Carl Brewer, Bro. Richard Cummings, Bro. Raymond
Locklear, Bro. Rodney Locklear, Bro. Issac Locklear, Bro. Joe Bullard. Bro. Charlie Bullard, and Bro. James R. Bullard not pictured.

Officers and Teachers - 2001

Bro. Robin Hammonds, Bro. Scott Hammonds, Sis. Betty Hammonds, Sis. Penny Hammonds, Bro. Donald Hammonds, Bro. Issac
Locklear, Sis. Denise Locklear, Sis. Tiffany Hammonds, Sis. Paulette Locklear, Sis. Ann Pevie, Bro. Randy Locklear, Rev. Wayland
Anderson, and Bro. Carl Brewer. Bro. Issac Locklear not pictured.
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Our church family

Woyland Anderson, Daphne Anderson, Comelane Locklear, Marvin Locklear and grandson.

Clay Archambault, Paula Archambault, Pauletfe Locklear, Thelma Bullard, Tiffany Hammonds, Robin Hammonds.
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Our church family

Zulu Locklear, Calvin Pevia, and Ann Pevia

James R. Bullard

Fellowship and worship
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Fellowship and worship
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Church Members
Mr. Rodney Locklear
Mrs. Sarah J. Pierce

Mrs. Denise Locklear

Mrs. Ann Pevia

Mrs. Dora Locklear

Mrs. Zula Locklear

Mrs. Carina Henderson

Mrs .Brenda Locklear

Miss Kim Shoemake

Mrs. Dottie R. Locklear

Mrs. Lois Bullard

Mrs. Lucille Bullard

Mrs. Emma J. Carter

Mrs. Paulette Locklear

Miss Tina M. Hunt

Mrs. Lillian M. Cummings

Miss Carla Brewer

Mrs. Betty Hammonds

Mrs. Susan M. Ward

Mrs. Mallie Carter

Mrs. Dora Lee Smith

Mrs. Pearl Locklear

Mrs. Linda Ivey

Mrs. Camelane Locklear

Mrs. Marilyn Hammonds

Mr. Richard Cummings

Mr. James R. Bullard

Mr. Donald R. Hammonds

Mr. Charlie Bullard

Mr. Issac Locklear

Mr. Marvin Locklear

Mr. Dexter Hammonds

Mr. Robin Hammonds

Mr. Raymond Locklear

Mr. Joe Bullard

Mr. Bradley Locklear

Mr. Randy Locklear
Mrs. Rosie L. Brewer

Probationers

Mr. Thomas Brewer
Mrs. Paula Archambault

Mr. Kenneth Smith

Mrs. Tiffany Hammonds

Mr. Matthew Shoemake

Mrs. Penny Hammonds

Mr. Scott Locklear

Mr. Doug Henderson

Mrs. Thelma Bullard
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Mrs Lillian Bullard

Mrs Novella Cummings

Mrs Marlee Brewer

Mrs Peggy Locklear

Mr Tommie Brewer

Mr Braxton Locklear

Mr Donald E. Williams

Holiness

Methodist

Church

In loving memory
Mrs Cariner Locklear

Mrs Cariner Lee Locklear

Mrs Celesta J. Bullard

Mrs Margaret A. Brewer

Mrs Emma Mcgirt

Miss Sonya Locklear

Miss Leslie Locklear

Mr Rufus Cummings

Mr Willis C. Locklear

Mr Melvin Locklear

Mr C.W. Oxendine

Mr Clifton Bullard

Mr Tommy Brewer, Jr.

Mrs Sally C. Bullard
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Early church
ON A COLD rainy afternoon in October 1942, Mr.

encouragement and teachings of the church.

Jesse Wilson was visiting Rev. Zack R. Jacobs. As

Therefore, the two gentlemen decided that a church

was the norm the conversation was spiritual. The

should be established to ensure that the community

community located five miles west of Interstate 95

is able to hear the gospel both taught and preached,

and five miles southeast of Pembroke on Highway 74

Mr. Jesse Wilson emphatically agreed to open his

was at that time very rural. There were no churches

home to the public for church services. Rev. Jacobs

located in the immediate area and without

and Mr. Wilson immediately got busy and starting

transportation, as very few people owned vehicles,

passing the word throughout the community that

there was a tremendous need for a church in that

church services would be held at Mr. Wilson's home

community. There were an abundance of folks not

the following Sunday at 3:00 p.m. This time would

attending church. As the discussion continued, it was

allow folks from other churches to help in the initial

decided that something had to be done to enable

period of establishing the church. When they met the

folks an opportunity to raise their children with the

following Sunday the Sunday School was organized
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Brush arbor in the early days.
and the following officers were appointed for

Lowry, Ms. Annie L. Jacobs Freeman, Mr. Archie

Riverside Memorial Holiness Methodist Church:

Lowry, Mr. Jessie Wilson, Ms. Dovie Graham, Mr.

Mr. Archie Lowry

Duncan Graham, Mr. Archie Lowry.

Superintendent

Ms. Dovie Graham Treasurer Adult
Mr. Duncan Graham Teacher
Mrs. Annie L Jacobs
Freeman
Ms. Katherine Lowry

Junior Class Teacher
Primary Class Teacher

Rev. Zack R. Jacobs preached the first sermon that
Sunday afternoon. In addition to the officers other
members in attendance were Mr. and Mrs. Grady
Jacobs and children; Mr. and Mrs. Tom Morgan and
children; Mr. Bowman Freeman and Mr. and Mrs. J.
T. Bullard and children. Church continued in Mr.
Wilson's home until Mr. Hubert Prevatte allowed the
Mr Archie Lowry

church to erect a brush arbor on property he owned.
Brush Arbor Standing left to right: Ms. Katherine
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When it began to get too cold to hold services
under the brush arbor, the men went to Ft. Bragg and
purchased a tent. Once service began in the tent the
time was changed to morning services. About this
time Mr. Prevatte donated one acre of land to the
church. In the fall of 1944 members began raising
funds for a church building. People donated an acre
of corn, a load of corn, chickens, and anything else
of value. Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Lowry spearheaded a
plate sale to raise funds for the much-needed church.
Mr. Duncan Graham and Mr. Willie Maynor donated
trees to be cut for lumber. The building was started
in 1945 and completed in 1947.
Some of those helping in the construction of the
church building were: Mr. Lonnie Lowry; Mr. J. T.
Bullard; Mr. Bowman Freeman; Mr. Duncan Graham;
Mr. Grady Jacobs; Mr. Tom Morgan; Mr. Archie
Lowry and Mr. Jesse Wilson. Mr. Bowman Freeman,
Mr. Grady Jacobs, Mr. Tom Morgan and Mr. J. T.
Bullard built the pews for the sanctuary. Those pews
Mr and Mrs Bowman Freeman

are still in use today.
Riverside joined the conference as a mission

The sanctuary was again remolded in 1997

point in 1944 and became a full member in 1946.

under the leadership of Rev. Herman Locklear and

By 1949 there were seven classes for scholars with

the conference symbol was placed in the pulpit. Mr.

an enrollment near one hundred. In the early years of

Archie Lowry's granddaughter, Tammy, constructed

the church, Mr. Calvin Lowry, a member of Hopewell

the stained glass conference symbol.

Church, gave Riverside invaluable training with the

Mr. James H. Lowry served Riverside as

youth and choir. The Riverside Church community will

Superintendent from 1950 until the early 90's when

always be grateful to those leaders who were God

his health required him to step down. His unselfish

inspired with the wisdom to establish and the stamina

dedication to God's work leaves a legend to those

to build our church.

remaining today at Riverside. Mr. Luther and Mrs.

A major renovation was started in 1977 when

Nola Brayboy came to Riverside in the early 50's

a wing was added on each side of the church for

and continued serving as treasurer and secretary

additional classrooms and new bathrooms. Members

until their death.

and the community provided labor. The renovation

Mr. Pete Clark served as Adult Sunday School

was completed in 1979 under the leadership of Rev.

Teacher, Trustee and trusted friend to the Riverside

Adrain Locklear when the fellowship hall was built.

church family until his death in 1992. Mr. Davis
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Mr Clayton "Pete" Clark

Mr and Mrs James H. Lowry

Mrs Thelma Smith

Mrs Nole Brayboy
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Riverside Memorial Church as it looks today.
Jacobs and Mrs. Mary Wynn served Riverside as

must be taught in every home is just as prevalent as it

Treasurer for many years. Mrs. Thelma Smith at

was the day the church was established.

eighty-eight is the oldest member of Riverside. She
became a member in 1951.
Today Riverside Memorial Holiness Methodist
Church is proud of Rev. Zack R. Jacobs's great
grandson, Mr. William T. Morgan, who in 2000
became an exhorter. Riverside also has a local
preacher, Mr. Malcolm Jones.
Under the leadership of Rev. Clyde Locklear, in
2001, Riverside purchased 16 acres of land joining
the church and paved the parking lot.
Under the guidance of Rev. Steve Locklear, Mr.
Nathan Blue and Ms. Michele Morgan, a Wednesday
night Youth for Christ has been established. This
program is reaching out to young people in the
Mr William Tom Morgan.

community. Today the belief that the Word of God
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Current Church Officials (1st row left to right Mr. Muriel Morgan, Ms. Michelle Morgan, Ms. Ruby Smith, Mr. Lonzo Jones, Ms. Margaret
Hiraldo, 2nd row Ms. Starlie Jones, Mr. Nathan Blue, Mrs. Melanie Blue, Ms. Evelyn Morgan, 3rd row Mr. Tom Morgan, Mr. Makon Jones,
Rev. Clyde Locklear, Rev. Steve Locklear.

Mrs Mary Wynn

Mr and Mrs Davis Jacobs

188

MAXTON,

189

NC

Shoeheel

Holiness

Methodist

Church

THE PRESENT Shoeheel Church began as a Mission

Finally, on recommendation of the Conference

Church in 1971 and was located in a former school

Trustees, a decision was made to purchase the

building on Hwy 501, Maxton, NC.

property. At a Special Session, held on April 24,

The Robeson County Board of Education had
built the school for the Indian children in the

1971, the Bishop and Superintendent were
authorized to set up a Mission point at Shoe Heel.
"The Mission" was established. It was named

community. When the Board of Education decided to
close the school and put the building and lands

"Shoeheel Mission". The Superintendent, Missionary

up for sale, word reached Officials of Lumber River

Preachers, Evangelist, and Volunteer Workers from

Holiness Methodist Conference. On March 3, 1971,

all the churches in the conference came and help

Conference Superintendent, Ward Clark, Jr. called

conduct Sunday Morning Worship Services until a

a Special Session to discuss the possibility of

pastoral assignment could be made.
The first pastor was Rev. Steve Locklear. Rev.

purchasing the property for the purpose of forming
a Mission Church. Several meetings followed as

Locklear was elected to serve as "Chairman"

negotiations proceeded.

(Interim Pastor).
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Lowry, Conference Secretary, the Bishop, the
Superintendent, and others from various churches
continued to offer assistance as we progressed in the
development and implementation of the ministry at
Shoeheel Mission.
st

At the 71 Annual Session of the Lumber River
Holiness Methodist Conference, Interim Pastor, Rev.
Steve Locklear presented the first pastoral report for
Shoeheel Mission Church. It read in part as follows:
"My work this year has been primarily done
with the Mission which has been established on 501
Hwy South of Maxton, NC. This work has been very
rewarding and enriching in many ways. For the first
Rev. and Mrs Belton F. Locklear.

time, in our generation, has such a bold endeavor
been made. We who have been directly working at

Charter Members are as follows:

the Mission feel that surely here lies challenge.

Mrs. Ethel Lowery (Recognized as: "Mother of

By proper leadership, supervision, insight

Church")

of leaders, and devotion to such a cause, it may

Mrs. Dottie Locklear

one day prove to be one of the outstanding

Mrs. Reedy Locklear

accomplishments of the Conference. The grounds

Mrs. Mossie Locklear

on which such statements can be made lie in its

Mrs. Callie Locklear

great potential: eight acres of land, parking facilities

One of the first missions of "The Mission Church"

located on a main artery of travel on Hwy 501.

was to form a visitation team for the purpose of

Recently, a canvass of the area was made by

visiting the people of the community and inviting
them to come and worship with us. So with maps

volunteer workers. They were given maps of the

of the area and the Bible in hand, we began our

area and were briefed on the job of going out and

visitations. The response was wonderful! People

inviting everyone in the immediate area to come and

began coming to join our fellowship of believers

worship.
Presently a special adult education program is

as we gathered for worship each Sunday. W e
are sure that God was smiling on the fruits of our

underway at the Mission. They meet twice a week at

efforts. Slowly, but surely the ministry of the church

night. How is this going to help the community and

was begun.

the Mission is yet to be seen. But, in this regard we

At the Seventy-First Annual Session, the

are very optimistic that it will prove to be rewarding

Conference duly assigned Rev. Alonzo Oxendine

socially, educationally, and most of all, spiritually."
"Shoeheel Mission Church was born. And God

to Shoe Heel Mission to serve as Pastor. Rev Steve

was leading with a "Mighty Hand"

Locklear was assigned as Assistant Pastor. Mr. Calvin
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1st row: J. C. Clark, Doreen Scott, Bracy Scott, Jr., Shannon Locklear, Reedy Locklear.
2nd row: Thurman Locklear, Bracy Scott, Jr., Jimmy Williams, Bobby Locklear.

SHOEHEEL HOLINESS METHODIST CHURCH MINISTRY
The following ministers have served as pastors of Shoeheel Church:
NAME
Steve Locklear
Alonzo Oxendine
Joseph Anderson
Belton Locklear

YEARS

NUMBER OF YEARS

1971 - 1972
1972 - 1982
1983 - 1988
1989 - 2000

1
10
5
11

The following persons, currently, serve as the official church board:
POSITION

NAME

Class Leaders

Jimmie Williams

Trustees

Stewards

Sunday School Superintendent
Recording Secretary

Bracy Scott, Jr.
Bracy Scott, Sr.
Thurman Locklear
J. C. Clark
Bobby Locklear, Jr.
Thurman Locklear
Robbie Locklear
Bracy Scott, Sr.
Johnny Locklear
Reedy Locklear

Three members have answered the "Call To The Ministry" since the beginning of Shoeheel Church. They are as follows:
Wayland Anderson

Neil Locklear

Johnny Locklear

Approximately forth-eight (48) people attend church services.
We, as a body of believers, realize that the harvest, truly, is still great. We are committed to moving forward in the work
of nurturing and winning souls to Christ. It is our sincere desire that the "Light of Jesus Christ's Love and Saving Grace" will
forever shine forth through the ministry of Shoeheel Holiness Methodist Church.
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J. C. and Susie Clark and family.

Buddy and Irene Seals and family.

John Archie and Betty Lois Locklear and family.

Thurman and Keverline Locklear and family.
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Reedy and Chris Locklear.

Bobby and Diane Locklear and family.

Jimmy Williams and children and Otis Hunt.
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In loving memory - Rev. Harford Harris - 1931-1995
To those I love and those who love me
When I am gone, release me, let me go
I have so many things to see and do.
You mustn't tie yourself to me with tears,
Be happy that we had so many years.
I gave you my love. You can only guess
How much you have me in happiness.
I thank you for the love you each have shown.
But, now it's time I travel on lone.
So grieve awhile for me if you must,
Then let your grief be comforted by trust.
It is only for a while that we must part,
So bless the memories within your heart.
I won't be far away, for life goes on,
So if you need me, call and I will come.
Though you cannot see or touch me,
I will be near and if you listen with
your heart you will hear,
All of my love around you soft and clear.
And then you must come this way alone, I
will greet you with a smile and welcome you home.

REV. HARRIS answered the call, and began

The book used was entitled Our Methodist Heritage.

preaching the Gospel in 1969. He was pastor at

After the study course was over, he said, "I feel

the Pentecostal Church of Christ for a short time, but

better now about joining this Conference."
Rev. Harris had a great talent for "giving". The

realized that he was more inclined toward evangelist
and missionary work.

pounds of butter, the eggs, the beef, etc. Give and it

After the Shoeheel Mission was established.

shall be given unto you. Luke 6: 38.

Rev. Harris started attending church there. He began
working with the Pastor, Alonzo Oxendine, visiting
and witnessing, in the home of those in the Shoeheel
community. Rev. Harris joined the Lumber River
Holiness Methodist Conference in 1978.

Faithful servant and friend, who did have the
fruits of the Spirit visible in his life. He sought those
higher heights, and deeper depths in Christ, and
now he has gone on to the higher height to claim
a crown of victory. We mourn in the flesh, but our

In the beginning, Rev. Harris was a little hesitant
about joining the Lumber River Holiness Methodist

spirits sing hallelujah for his homecoming.
Rev. Harford Harris served as Assistant Pastor

conference, but after taking a conference study

of New Bethel Church. I press toward the mark for

course, he was reassured that he did make the right
decision. The study course was held at Hopewell

the prize of the high calling of God in Jesus Christ.

Church, and was taught by Rev. Julian Ransom.

Philippians 3: 14.

195

196

HOLINESS METHODIST CHURCH

197

Maxton Full Gospel Holiness Methodist Church

THE MAXTON CHURCH became affiliated with the

Harold Woods, recognized Maxton Full Gospel as the

Holiness Methodist Conference in 1985. Through

newest Station Church.

contact with Bro. Patrick Cummings, Bro. Alonzo

After paying off the land debt in 1997, church

Oxendine had a meeting with Bro. Clyde Chavis,

members immediately began making plans to build

and his wife Judy. They expressed a need for

a sanctuary. With the help of many generous friends

a pastor. Their former pastor had died and the

and supporters of our cause, we moved into the new

congregation had scattered.

sanctuary in 1998. Before the land debt was paid

They had been worshipping in the Old

off, the church was given first choice to purchase

Maxton Military Academy. Bro.

a lot adjoining the church lot, and with a

Oxendine agreed to go there to

loan from the Conference, the

work. Bro. Willie Jacobs Jr. was

lot was purchased in 1996.

sent as his assistant.

At the Annual Session in

In 1987, members

November, 1997, Pastor

approached Mr. Carl J.

Alonzo Oxendine had

Beacham, owner of

the unique opportunity

the Academy lands, about

of having his son, Bryan

purchasing some of the land

Keith Oxendine, appointed

for a church. He agreed. It was

as Assistant Pastor to serve

told that Mr. Beacham was not

at Maxton Full Gospel - a

known to be a man to sell

Conference first!!

any of his land. Such a

To see a new church

beautiful place, this

being built is an exciting

Maxton Church

thing to be a part of, yet,

location, with its majestic

those old places of worship

oaks huge enough to have been there when Robeson

have their memories too. Memories of the burning

County was formed from Bladen County in 1787.

of a bank note, the dedication of a child, children's

Located in western Robeson County in the town of

programs, or just fellowshipping together, are

Maxton, N.C., the church is at the corner of Baldwin

memories of Church Family.
We thank all of those who have supported and

and Harris Streets. The church is near the Robeson

encouraged our work here at Maxton.

and Scotland County line.
At the 1989 Annual Conference, Bishop James
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Our family of worshippers

Pastor Alonzo Oxendine and wife, Carol

Clyde and Judy Chavis, and Dixie Chavis Jones

Sharon, Sarah, Allen and Joshua Oxendine
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Madisyn June Locklear

Taylor, Margie and Didra Dial

Carl Gene and Caroline Denise Hundley, Taren and Bethany Oxendine
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Margaret Jones, John Lerma, Andrea and Donavon Branch

Thelma and Bricey Hammonds

Hubert, Adrianne, Judy and Aaron Locklear
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James Locklear

Charles (Bill) and Helen Campbell

Kiley Alyssa Locklear

Bryan Keith, Sean, Bryan Keith, Jr., Barbara, and Michael
Oxendine
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Maxton Full Gospel Holiness Methodist Church congregation, 1990.

Maxton Full Gospel Holiness Methodist Church congregation, 1999.
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